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THE STUDY ON THE ASYMMETRY BETWEEN
THE COMPARISON SENTENCES “YIYANG”
AND “BU YIYANG”

The articles deals with the problem of function asymmetry of the structures

“viyang” and “bu yiyang” in Chinese. The semantic and syntactic peculiarities
of the compared structures are analyzed; the lexical combinability of the struc-
tures “yiyang” and “bu yiyang” as well as stylistic functions are specified. The
differences between the above mentioned structures are defined: “yiyang” can be
Jfollowed by most parts of speech, “bu yiyang” can be followed only by the posi-
tive monosyllabic measure adjectives; their adverbial pre-modifiers are also quite
different due to their different semantics; the “yiyang”-structure can express both
comparison and metaphor, whereas “bu yiyang” can not function as comparison
or a metaphor simultaneously.

Key words: asymmetry, structures “yiyang” / “bu yiyang”, semantic and
syntactic peculiarities, combinability, comparison, metaphor.
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