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PECULIARITIES OF TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS’ LEGAL CULTURE FORMATION

The paper aims to present an experimental technique of the formation of technical university students’ legal cul-
ture and provide the results of its practical implementation. The suggested conception is composed of the following
units: a culturological unit, an axiological unit, an activity unit, and a personal one. Every unit has its specificity and
provides certain forms of work. The process of the formation of technical university students’ legal culture should take
place in stages, based on the structural and content characteristics of the process. The experimental work in the frame-
work of the suggested conception involved various kinds of activities with experimental group students aimed at making
them interested in self-development in the area of law and legal sciences. The study was conducted throughout three
years involved forty students who were divided into experimental and control groups. The experimental one was taught
using the suggested conception, and the control one followed the traditional curriculum. According to the results of the
study, the experimental technique has appeared to be efficient for the formation of technical university students’ legal

culture as compared to the traditional teaching methods.
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Introduction

Legal training of technical university students should
be classified as a social quality category, since it is aimed
at satisfying the needs of both teachers and students, as
well as the society as a whole. In this regard, the for-
mation of the legal culture is connected with overcoming
a number of major problems caused by the change in the
role of technical education in the modern world. These
global problems involve the strengthening of the role of
the human factor in all forms of work, where compliance
with the rules of law becomes an essential requirement for
the success of addressing professional challenges; the
need to possess the minimum level of legal competence,
both for every person and specialist in areas of technical
science; change in the mentality of the society.

At present, a divergence in the standardization of the
requirements for the quality of graduates’ training on the
basis of the allocation of educational and professional stand-
ards emphasizes the importance of integrating the require-
ments of the professional community and the requirements
for the training of students in the educational process.

Starting professional activities for a technical univer-
sity graduate, unlike graduates of other areas, is associat-
ed with a special feature of the “object of work”, where
the principle of “do no harm” always prevails. The legal
provision for the preservation of the psychological and
physical health of those with whom a specialist works,
becomes an integral, organic property of activity.

The training of a specialist in a technical university
should be aimed at the formation of a graduate with a
stable moral-volitional legal orientation, characterized as
a civil one. Along with this, in the pursuit of the protec-
tion of the rights and freedoms of the individual, legal
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support is important, oriented to the non-violent ob-
servance of the norms of morality, which is the basis of
professional activity for an expert. The priority of univer-
sal values and observance of the rules of law as a profes-
sional value for a specialist in the technical field should
be considered as an important component of his/her pro-
fessional culture.

Under conditions of the creation of a law-governed
state, the formation of the legal culture becomes of para-
mount importance, as without it, it is impossible to im-
plement legal reforms, provide the normal life of the
society. Legal culture is the knowledge of the most neces-
sary legislation, understanding and using it in practice,
impatience with any violations of law.

Aim and Tasks

The paper aims to determine the importance and ne-
cessity of the practical realization of the scientifically-
based concept of the formation of the legal culture of
technical university students.

Research Methods

Verification of the effectiveness of the university
system for the formation of the legal culture of technical
university students took place as part of the experiment.
The study was aimed as assessing a level of legal culture
of students of throughout three years of study. It was
conducted from 2014 to 2017 academic years. The stu-
dents (n=40) were randomly divided into control and
experimental group 20 persons each. The EG students
were taught according to the experimental technique
(conception) and the control group respondents were
taught according to traditional methods in the framework
of the curricula.




During the research work, with the help of specially
developed techniques (questionnaires, testing forms) as
well as by means of expert evaluation, the level of legal
culture of students was evaluated. 7 Law teachers acted
like experts. The students were suggested to fill in the
questionnaires containing a number of various profession-
related problem situations which require legal awareness
to be solved. They were not provided with any variants of
reply so it was up to them to suggest a way out of the
problematic situation basing on their knowledge of law.
The testing tasks included questions concerning legal
matters with four variants of answers. In such a way, their
legal awareness and knowledge of legal regulations and
rules was assessed. Then the students were involved in
extracurricular activities where they were given some
topics of professional and legal nature for discussion. The
experts observed their work and afterwards evaluated
their activity. This set of evaluative measures was taken
trice in both groups of students: at the initial, intermediate
and final stages of the experiment.

Based on the developed and substantiated criteria (cog-
nitive, estimation, emotional, motivational, volitional, practi-
cal, behavioral) and indicators of the formation of the legal
culture of students, we conducted measurements of the re-
sults of the selected set of pedagogical conditions and meth-
odological recommendations for their implementation.

When interpreting the results, the following scale of
evaluation of the levels of legal culture was used: very
low level (expressed badly) — 1 point; low (expressed
satisfactorily) — 2 points; average (well expressed) — 2
points; high (expressed very well) — 4 points.

Theoretical Study Results

According to the Constitution of Ukraine, our country
has the status of a democratic, social, legal state, which in its
perspective development is oriented towards the develop-
ment of civil society. However, the process of restructuring
the state, its reform, unfortunately, is associated with crisis
phenomena: the decline of production and the growth of
unemployment, the collapse of the system of state and public
institutions, the decline of morality, almost frank propaganda
of pornography, cruelty and violence, etc. A state governed
by the rule of law is the state in which the conditions for the
most complete guarantee of human and civil rights and free-
doms are created [2].

It cannot exist without a legal culture, without devel-
oped legal consciousness, it is incompatible with legal
nihilism, lawlessness, anarchy. Meanwhile, today we can
see the legal culture of different categories of the popula-
tion is at a low level. Democratization of all spheres of
public life puts forward new demands on the understand-
ing of such fundamental issues as the formation of a new
social legal consciousness, the implementation of the idea
of the rule of law, the legal security of the individual.
Democratization is impossible without combating nega-
tive phenomena that exist in the modern society.
Ukraine’s state independence, the transition from a totali-
tarian regime to democracy need appropriate education of
a citizen of a new state.
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Thus, according to T. Yaroshevska, legal culture is a
system of legal values that reflect the state of human and
citizen's freedom in a legal form. This is a profound
knowledge and understanding of law, the careful execu-
tion of its requirements as a conscious necessity, and
internal conviction [7, p. 151].

A. Kutyrkin believes that the legal culture of the
Ukrainian society, which is part of its general culture and
one of the main indicators of the level of the development
of the community, is currently only at the stage of for-
mation and requires a purposeful activity on its formation
and active development [3, p. 122].

The legal culture of the society is a kind and integral
part of the common culture, which forms the system of
spiritual and material values in the legal sphere, devel-
oped by the society through continuous improvement of
educational measures taking into account universal val-
ues, and determines the level of development of the legal
system of the society [4, p. 104].

We share the opinion of I. Holosnichenko that the
construction of a law-governed state without improving
the legal culture and raising the level of legal awareness
of Ukrainian citizens is impossible and, in the light of
this, legal education is of extreme importance [1, p. 25].

At the legislative level, the aspects of the need to en-
hance the legal culture have also been reflected. Appro-
priate regulatory legal acts were adopted: Order of the
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine “On Approval of Model
Programs for the Examination of the Status of Legal Edu-
cation by the Judicial Offices” dated March 11, 2013, No.
402/5; Order of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine “On
Legal Education of Population” dated November 14, 2011
No. 3325/5; Decree of the President of Ukraine “On Na-
tional Program of Legal Education of Population” dated
October 18, 2001, No. 992, etc.

However, it should be noted that the specified nor-
mative acts do not provide concrete ways of realizing the
tasks set. Consequently, the normative base on this issue
is not extensive.

Among the main areas in which higher technical
Oeducational institutions can most actively promote and
even provide development and improvement of legal
culture, we distinguish the following ones: higher educa-
tion of lawyers; the “Jurisprudence” course for non-law
students. As a rule, according to these points technical
universities conduct their activities continuously. The
necessity of studying law by students of non-legal special-
ties is conditioned not only by the needs of the education-
al process, but also by the peculiarities of the implementa-
tion of theoretical skills obtained in technical universities,
in practice. In addition, the issue of the urgent need for
legal education for citizens is repeatedly raised in the
pedagogical environment. Scientists have already proved
the dependence of the level of the legal culture with the
achievements of the rule of law, ensuring the state of law
and order, and, in particular, the state of observance of
human rights and interests [5, p. 36].




There is a question: how and when should legal edu-
cation of citizens be carried out? In this aspect, we are
sure that the higher level of education should be given
preference. After all, a person becomes aware of the im-
portance of protecting his/her rights, fulfilling duties,
obtaining special knowledge for this, when he/she gets
older than the school age. The new generation, aware of
the current legislation and rights, will form a new level of
life, due to the high level of their legal culture.

According to the results of the carried out analysis of
the requirements of state educational standards for Bache-
lor’s training in technical specialties, to greatest part of
the content of curricula associated with the formation of
general, social, communicative and professional compe-
tences is related to a certain extent to the possession of the
regulatory legal basis. On the one hand, it is necessary to
observe the rules of law on the part of the employee, on
the other hand — the requirement not to violate the rights
of another person, especially children and young people.

The Suggested Conception of Technical Universi-
ty Students’ Legal Culture Formation

We believe that the content of Bachelor’s training in
the field of humanities should involve not only legal
knowledge, but also the ability to use them. The educa-
tional process should include the development of legal
competences in students that allow to solve professional
tasks in a legally competent way.

We have developed a Conception for the formation
of the legal culture of students of technical universities. It
is based on the fact that the professional and personal
development of students represents the unity of high pro-
fessionalism and the emerging professional qualities of
the individual. Its most important constituents are cogni-
tive, value, activity and reflexive components.

The methodological complexity of this conception is
characterized by the synthesis of key provisions that rep-
resent various concepts of law, psychology and pedagogy,
aimed at achieving the goal set. Since the concept of the
formation of the legal culture of students is a complex,
dynamic system, the approaches should be multifaceted,
for example, cultural, axiological, activity and person-
centered.

The basis of our conception of the formation of the
legal culture of technical university students is based on
the laws, focused on the formation of general, profession-
al and legal culture. Objectively existing ties and rela-
tions, which are reflected in the laws, in the process of
their concretization are expressed in principles.

Under such methodological prerequisites, the concep-
tion structurally consists of a specialist standard, core com-
petencies, models of the formation of the legal culture.

Figure 1 presents the conception of formation of the
legal culture of technical university students.

The ability and willingness of a modern graduate to
perform professional tasks in accordance with the re-
quirements of law, the ability to reflect and implement
axiological attitude to professional tasks is an essential
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characteristic of the quality of his/her training. That is, the
legal culture of a specialist is a sense-forming basis of
professional activity, which has a social orientation and
high social significance, reflecting the value orientations
of legal professional activity, which allows performing
professional functions on the basis of the norms of law.

The process of the formation of technical university
students’ legal culture should take place in stages, based
on the structural and content characteristics of the pro-
cess. The assessment of the maturity of the legal culture
of a technical university student should be carried out
comprehensively, taking into account the data of parame-
ters of cognitive, appraisal, emotional, motivational, voli-
tional, practical and behavioral criteria. We believe that
the formation of the legal culture in the process of obtain-
ing an academic degree by technical university students
should be based on a set of pedagogical conditions and
methodological recommendations for their implementa-
tion: the direction of the legal potential of university dis-
ciplines to the disclosure of the content of the basic rights
and freedoms of the individual, the recognition of law as a
normatively enshrined justice, the general measure of
freedom and equality of citizens; supplementing theoreti-
cal legal provisions with information about the possibili-
ties of their practical application; the conditionality of the
selection of content, forms and means of its realization by
the urgent needs of life and the interests of the student;
inclusion of students in active legal activities both within
the educational process and in everyday life.

We believe that for a student, and then a specialist,
communication is the most important tool of professional
activity, even if its concerns technical specialties. By
focusing on the communication of a student and a teacher
in the form of a dialogue, we strive for communication
not only to transfer information, but also values of legal
professional activities. Dialogue interaction is character-
ized by multifunctionality, which can be represented by a
set of such functions, in terms of impact on the student.
To this end, the experimental group students were in-
volved in discussions initiated by a teacher concerning
legal matters that they can face in their work. The most
important thing in this experimental work was to ensure
equal dialogical relations between a teacher and students.
Here the teacher acted like a partner, not a supervisor.

The culturological unit involved providing students
with the information about the concept of legal culture,
history of the development of law itself, peculiarities of
legal framework in the world, etc.

The axiological unit covers issues related to the de-
velopment of young specialists’ understanding that every
personality is the highest value from the psychological,
pedagogical and legal points of view. Besides, their posi-
tive (valuable, axiological) attitude towards every per-
son’s rights and respect for them was also formed within
this unit.
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Fig. 1. Conception of Technical University Students' Legal Culture Formation

The activity component provided for the develop-
ment of the respondents’ skills of using the acquired
knowledge in practice. For this purpose, we tried to de-
sign “real-life” situations to make them immersed into the
process of dealing with a certain legal topic.

And the personal unit was aimed at the development
of their personal qualities which are required for a modern
highly-qualified professional with a high level of legal
awareness: first of all, tolerance, judiciousness, general
intelligence, sympathy, logical thinking, etc.

For this purpose, the experimental work in the
framework of the suggested conception involved various
kinds of activities with experimental group students
aimed at making them interested in self-development in
the area of law and legal sciences. The respondents were
engaged into so called round tables where every time they
discussed relevant issues which can happen to them in
their work and which require profound knowledge of
laws, regulations, and their rights. Besides, the students
were encouraged to participate in conferences and semi-
nars on similar topics as audience members and then
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(during the 3 year of training) as active participants
making reports. Besides, lots of role-play and business
games, as well as case studies were designed and suggest-
ed to them. Meanwhile the control group respondents
were taught law according to the curricula using standard
textbooks.

Empirical Study Results

According to the results of the initial stage of the car-
ried out experiment — the initial assessment of the maturi-
ty of the respondents’ legal culture — most of them have a
critically low level in both groups.

Experimental work on approbation of the proposed
conditions for the formation of legal culture allowed to
reveal positive dynamics of the growth of the level of
legal culture indicators in both control and experimental
groups. The results have shown its effectiveness as com-
pared to the traditional process of the legal culture for-
mation.

The results according to all indicators of the legal
culture of the experimental group are higher than those in
the control group (see table 1).
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Table 1.
Final Results of Assessing Technical University Students’ Legal Culture
CG EG CG EG CG EG
1tyear | 1tyear | 2"year | 2" year of | 3" year of | 3 year of
Criteria of study | of study | of study study study study
1% stage 2" stage 31 stage
Adaptation (initial) | Development (inter- Final
mediate)
Cognitive 0.87 0.42 0.42 0.86 1.3 2.2
Estimation 0.55 0.29 0.80 0.86 1.44 2.24
Emotional 1.06 0.79 1.12 1.06 151 2.43
Motivational 143 1.27 2.08 2.04 2.26 2.86
Volitional 1.86 15 2.04 2.08 2.09 3.12
Practical 1.23 1.15 2.09 2.02 2.06 3.04
Behavioral 1.0 1.02 1.13 151 2.14 3.09
Mean values of legal culture levels 1.14 0.92 1.38 15 1.8 2.7

Data in table 1 indicate that, at the initial stage of the
experiment, the mean value of the experimental group
was almost equal to the corresponding mean value in the
control. According to all units we can see clearly ex-

pressed positive dynamics of these indicators in the exper-
imental group.

The average indicators of the levels of the formation
of legal culture in the stages of the experiment are pre-
sented in the form of a diagram (Figure 2).
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Fig. 2. The Average Indicators of the Maturity of Technical University Students’ Legal Culture

Thus, the 2™ year of study in both groups is charac-
terized by a general slight increase in the level of the
respondents’ legal culture.

The results of the assessment of the 3 year of study
have shown a higher level of maturity of all components
of legal culture among in the experimental group as com-
pared to the control one.

The obtained results mean that the level of legal cul-
ture of students of the experimental group is higher than
that of the students of the control group. This gives
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grounds for making conclusions about the efficiency of
the implemented conception of the formation of technical
university students’ legal culture.

Conclusion

Consideration of the system of training of a technical
university student from the standpoint of the formation of
the legal culture can ensure the unity of the professional
and educational environment in shaping the content of
training, describing goals and values, personal qualities of
the graduate, the experience necessary for solving profes-




sional problems on a legal basis. In this regard, the cate-
gory of legal culture of a specialist is a semantic basis of
professional activity, which has a social orientation and
high social significance, which allows performing profes-
sional functions on the basis of the rules of law.

The developed technology of the formation of the le-
gal culture of technical university students can be realized
in institutions of non-humanitarian sphere, since it is
based on common didactic principles. The theoretically
justified approach to the formation of the legal culture of
students on the basis of dialogic forms of interaction can
become the most important in the formation of an open
developing environment of an educational institution of
any type.

In general, according to the results of the formative
experiment, it was established that using a specially de-
veloped set of pedagogical conditions and methodological
recommendations for their implementation, it is possible
to improve the process of the formation of the legal cul-
ture of students. It should take place in stages, based on
the structural and content characteristics of the process.
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Banenmuna Onexcanopiena babina,

KaHouoam nonimuyHux HayK, 0oyenm Kagpeopu npagosHascmsa,
Ooecvruil HayioHaIbHUL NOAIMEXHIYHUL YHIgepcumen,
np.lleuenxo, 1, m. Odeca, Yxpaina

®OPMYBAHHS NPABOBOI KYJIbTYPU CTYJAEHTIB TEXHIYHOI'O BH3

VY crarTi po3rIsSHYTO HallBaXKJIMBIIINIT (pakTOp PO3BUTKY CYy4aCHHUX COLIaIbHO-€KOHOMIYHHX BiJTHOCHH, IO TPOSIB-
JsieThesl y (hOpMyBaHHI HOBOTO MOKOJIIHHSA (haxXiBIiB TEXHIUHOI cepH, sKi 31aTHI B yMOBaX, 1110 CKJIAINCS, 3a0€3MeUUTH
CTaOlIBHUI TIPOILIEC CYCHIJIBHOTO PO3BUTKY. METOIO JOCITIJDKEHHS € TEOpeTHYHa po3polKa 1 MpakTHYHA peatizariis
HAyKOBO OOTPYHTOBAHOI KOHIIETIIii ()OpMyBaHHS MPaBOBOI KyJIbTYpH MaiOyTHBOI npodeciitHol AisITBHOCTI CTYIEHTIB
TEXHIYHOTO 3aKiaay BHIIOI OCBiTH. J[Jsfi NOCATHEHHS MOCTaBICHOI METH BHKOPHCTaHI 3arajJbHOHAYKOBI METOAU IO-
CIIJKEHHS: TEOPETUIHOTO aHANI3Y — IOPiBHAIBHO-TIOPiBHAIBHAN, MKIUCIUIUTIHAPHUX JOCITIKEHB, JIOTIYHAN aHaJi3,
MOJCIIOBAHHS; KOHCTaTyBaJIbHI — KOHTEHT-aHaJi3 HOPMAaTHBHO-TIPaBOBUX JOKYMEHTIB, METOJ CEeMaHTHYHOro xude-
peHmiana, CIIOCTePEKEHHS; IMPOTHOCTHYHI — aHaNi3 CTPAaTeTIYHUX HANPSAMKIB PO3BUTKY CYYaCHHUX TEXHOJIOTIH i cyc-
MTbCTBA. BHUCBITIIEHO MiIX0AM CydacHUX HAYKOBIIB O BU3HAUCHHS CYTHOCTI MPaBOBOi KyJIbTYPH CTYICHTIB 1 IMUIAXIB
il GopmyBaHHs y mpoueci nmpodeciiiHOi MiIATOTOBKM CTYAEHTIB TEXHIYHUX 3aKJaliB BHUINOI OCBITH HEIOPUIUYHOTO
HanpsIMKy MiIroToBKH. BH3HaueHO M 0OOCHOBAHO KOMILIEKC IEJAroridyHUX yMOB, L0 3a0e3NeuyloTh (OpMyBaHHS
MPaBOBOI KyJIBTYPHU CTYJICHTIB B YMOBaX TEXHIYHOT0 yHiBepcuTeTy. CTBOPEHO Ta 3alpOBaPKEHO Y HaBYaJbHUIH MTpolec
KOHILIENLIiI0 (popMyBaHHS NPABOBOI KYJIBTYPH CTYJCHIB TEXHIYHUX BHIIMX HaBYAJIbHUX 3Ki1aaiB. B ii mokmaseHo 3ako-
HOMIPHOCTI, IO CIIpSIMOBaHI Ha (hOPMyBaHHS 3arajibHoI, MpodeciiiHol 1 TpaBoBOi KyIbTypH HisuibHOCTI (axiBuiB. Kon-
LENIis CTPYKTYPHO CKJIAJaeThCs 31 CTAaHOApTy CIelianicTa, OCHOBHAX KOMIICTEHIIH, Moaei (opMyBaHHS MPaBOBOL
KynbTypH. Peamizamiss Takoi KOHIENIii 3aKOHOMIpHO Tpu3Bene 10 (opMyBaHHS OCHOBHUX KOMIICTCHIIH MisIIBHOCTI
MalOyTHROTO (axiBId. 3a pe3yiabTaTaMH IPOBEICHOTO SKCIEPUMEHTAIBHOTO JOCITiIKeHHS Oyio 3adikcOBaHO TO3HU-
THBHY IMHAMIKy PO3BUTKY NPaBOBOI KYJIBTYPH CTYICHTIB €KCIEPUMEHTAIBHUX IPYII, SIKi HaBYAIUCS 32 3alPOIIOHOBA-
HOIO TIPOTpamy, Ha BiIMiHY BiJl CTYICHTIB KOHTPOJIBHOI TPYIIH.

Kntouogi cnosa: npaBoBa KyJnbTypa, IPpaBO3HABCTBO, IPABOBA OCBITa, KOHLEILIiA (OPMYBaHHS IPaBOBOI KyJIbTypH
CTY/ICHTIB.
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