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MDKIMCIUIUTIHAPHOMY XapaKTepy.

OIIAPUCTA Anacmacia Bikmopiena

THE INTEGRATION OF CRITICAL THINKING IN ENGLISH
LANGUAGE TEACHING IN HIGHER EDUCATION USING THE
COMMUNICATIVE METHOD

In the modern globalized world, it is impossible to imagine the effective
functioning of an individual without the development of critical thinking, as it enables
the analysis of large volumes of information, resistance to disinformation, informed
decision-making, and adaptation to rapid changes. In this context, the search for
effective pedagogical approaches to its formation within the educational process
becomes especially relevant. One such approach is the communicative method of
teaching foreign languages, which is considered a conceptual basis for integrating
critical thinking, as it provides favorable conditions for active verbal interaction,
argumentation of their position, and reflective understanding of learners educational
experiences.

Critical thinking functions as an independent component of an individuals
intellectual development, ensuring the ability to analyze, interpret, and evaluate
information, formulate well-reasoned conclusions, and make informed decisions. In
the context of higher education, it contributes to the formation of professional
competence, the development of analytical skills, independence of judgment, and
readiness to solve complex professional tasks.

The development of critical thinking within the communicative method is
ensured through active student interaction, the use of problem-based learning, the
organization of discussions and debates, as well as the use of authentic communicative
situations that stimulate analysis, argumentation, and evaluation of information.

The development of critical thinking within the communicative method is
supported through active student interaction and the application of the following
techniques:

1. Problem-based learning, in which students not only reproduce language
patterns but also use live language to solve complex real-life situations.

2. Discussions and debates, during which students apply arguments “for”
and “against” to analyze and resolve controversial issues.
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3. Authentic  communicative  situations that stimulate analysis,
argumentation, and evaluation of information.
4.  Project-based learning, which involves independent research, processing,

and presentation of information, fosters skills in evaluating sources and conducting
their in-depth analyses.

5. Reflective tasks, in which students analyzing their achievements, identify
their strengths and weaknesses in learning, and improve them through deepening their
knowledge.

6. Working with authentic materials, which promotes the development of
skills in the interpretation, comparison, and critical evaluation of information.

A key component of critical thinking is the recognition of alternative viewpoints,
which demonstrates students ability to approach a problem from multiple perspectives
and view it as a complex issue with various possible solutions. This skill can be
assessed by analyzing instances in which students engage with opposing viewpoints
and address them through well-reasoned argumentation.

As noted by Browne and Keeley (1994), critical thinking can manifest in “weak”
and “strong” forms: the former involves rejecting views that differ from their own,
while the latter is based on the critical analysis of all statements, including their own.

In this context, students are assessed not only on their ability to recognize
alternative viewpoints but also on their capacity to critically analyze them, provide
well-reasoned counterarguments, and evaluate the degree of validity of the stated
claims, rather than merely reproducing a single position without critical analysis and
consideration of alternative approaches.

Simultaneously, the use of communicative exercises aimed at developing critical
thinking has a number of limitations:

1. A low level of students’ proficiency in a foreign language, as the effective
use of the method presupposes a sufficient language level for participation in
discussions, debates, and argumentation.

2. Limited instructional time, since the full implementation of
communicative tasks and the development of critical thinking often require one or two
academic sessions.

3. The predominance of traditional teaching methods in the educational
process, which leads to only partial use of the potential of critical thinking and
complicates its full development in students.

4.  Difficulty in assessing results, since the simultaneous evaluation of
communicative activity and the level of critical thinking development is challenging
in large academic groups (10-30 students), limiting the possibility of an individual
approach to each learner.

At the same time, despite certain drawbacks, the communicative method has a
number of advantages. In particular, it contributes to increasing students motivation to
learn and improving their speaking skills necessary for the full expression of their
thoughts, fostering learner autonomy, developing intercultural competence,
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encouraging creative thinking in solving various situations and enhancing students
communicative confidence and activity during classes.

Therefore, in the modern educational context, critical thinking is regarded as an
important component of professional training, as it develops the ability to work with
information at an analytical level and justify their decisions. In higher education
institutions, its development is associated with the formation of professional
competence and an independent style of thinking. Within the communicative approach
to foreign language teaching, this is achieved through the organization of problem-
based tasks, discussions, and the simulation of real communicative situations that
encourage students to express their positions in a reasoned way and consider different
viewpoints. Despite certain implementation challenges, such as language limitations,
time constraints, and the complexity of assessment, this approach positively influences
students learning activities, communicative flexibility, and independence.
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OCIH Pycnhan Anamoniiioguu

KPUTNYHE MUCJIEHHS ITPU BUKJIAJAHHI INCHUAIIIH Y
BUIIIOMY HABYAJIBHOMY 3AKJIAAIL

Tpanchopmarniis Bumoi OcBiTH B yMOBax 1H(OPMALIHHOTO CYCHIIbCTBA,
MacoBOI JOCTYITHOCTI 3HaHb Ta JUHAMIYHUX 3MIH PUHKY Ipali BUCYBa€ NPUHIIUIIOBO
HOBI BHMMOTM [0 BHUKIAJalbKOi AiSUIBHOCTI. TpaauiiiiHa mapaaurMa TpaHCIALli
rOTOBUX 3HaHb BiJ BUKJaJaya 10 CTyAEHTa MOCTYMAETHCS MICIIEM MOJEII CHIIBLHOTO
KOHCTPYIOBaHHS 3HaHb, y ILEHTPI $SKOi mepedyBa€e pPO3BUTOK 3JIaTHOCTI 0O
CaMOCTIIHOT0, PEQIIEKCUBHOIO Ta KPUTUYHOTO MHUCIEHHSA. Y I[bOMY KOHTEKCTI
KPUTHYHE MUCJIEHHS HaOyBa€ MOJBIMHOIO 3HAUEHHS: BOHO € OJHOYACHO METOIO
OCBITHBOI'O MpOILlECY — K KOMIETEHLIsA, 10 (OPMYyeTbCs Yy CTYAEHTIB, — 1
HEOO0X1/IHOK YMOBOIO €()eKTHBHOI Me1arori4Hoi AISUIbHOCTI CAaMOI0 BUKJIaJaya.
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