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BOHIYH Ipuna Eszeniiena

DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN FUTURE TEACHERS
OF UKRAINIAN LITERATURE

The modern world is saturated with information, which is why the ability to
analyze and verify facts is extremely important. Critical thinking acts as a filter that
helps individuals make informed decisions.

The field of education is undergoing transformations that require learners not
only to accumulate facts but also to know how to apply them. As noted by scholars L.
Usanova, I. Usanov and O. Shtepa, «the task of education is no longer simply to master
existing systematic knowledge or to provide a body of accumulated information, but
the development of skills for working with information: establishing criteria for
selection, verifying truth or plausibility, and practical application to achieve successful
results» [6, p. 50]. Scholars define critical thinking as an interdisciplinary phenomenon
encompassing philosophy, logic, psychology, and decision-making theory, among
others. It is indispensable in situations of uncertainty and, according to researcher S.
Virsta, «...helps in those situations where we do not know how to act correctly, where
there is no ready-made algorithm of actions. In order to solve a new, unexpected
practical problem, we need to reflect: to look for connections, to rethink, perceive,
imagine, and formulate the task of our activity in a new way» [2, p. 54].

O. Antonov, drawing on the research of John Dewey, Paul Scriven, Sol Croforl,
and Matthew Mclntyre, defines critical thinking as a motivational mechanism of «an
individual’s cognitive activity, compelling him or her to actively analyze and process
information, verify the data obtained from multiple sources, and make rational and
effective decisions to accomplish set tasks» [1, p. 925].

Today’s teachers, particularly those of Ukrainian literature, act as facilitators of
students’ intellectual development. The effectiveness of instruction depends on the
extent to which students are engaged in the learning process both during class and
outside of class. Researcher G. Tokman has substantiated the theoretical foundations
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of the methodology for teaching Ukrainian literature on an existential-dialogical
philosophical basis [5]. The teacher of Ukrainian literature in a general secondary
education institution faces the following tasks: to be able to organize dialogue during
literature lessons, to create problem situations whose resolution requires an existential
choice on the part of the student, and to foster analytical thinking in students during
inquiry-based lessons.

The aim of our study is to examine the development of critical thinking among
future teachers of Ukrainian literature while studying the elective course «Existential
Foundations of Literature Teaching» for students pursuing a master’s degree in the
specialty A4.01 Secondary Education (Ukrainian Language and Literature).

The ability to teach students critical thinking requires a high level of intellectual
preparation on the part of the teacher. Scholars I. Kostyushko and G. Gandzilevska
emphasize: «The productivity of students’ activities, and thus the effectiveness of the
learning process itself, depends on how well the teacher can demonstrate the benefits
of critical thinking to students and ensure their perception, memorization,
understanding, and comprehension» [3, p. 2].

In this context, the professional competence of a Ukrainian literature teacher is
viewed as an integral characteristic that «reflects the level of their professional and
general culture, practical experience, and professional creativity, capable of critical
analysis and reinterpretation» [6, p. 49]. An important criterion is the development of
analytical and argumentative skills, which «involves reflective control over the quality
of one’s own reasoning and the formation of well-founded conclusions» [4, pp.
212-213].

The training of future Ukrainian literature teachers in higher education
institutions is aimed at fostering intellectual independence and the ability to work in an
environment of constant change. The development of critical thinking among future
Ukrainian literature teachers during their studies involves moving away from fixed
patterns and engaging in self-reflection, as well as employing independent judgment
and the technique of «pedagogical deconstructiony.

Today’s teacher must move away from merely repeating the ideas of others. As
noted by I. Kostyushko and G. Gandzilevska, «pedagogical thinking must be reflective
in nature, built on openness to the problems and difficulties of everyday practice, and
a willingness to accept and resolve them based on one’s personal convictions and
values, rather than on imposed templates» [3, p. 5].

While studying the elective course «Existential Foundations of Literature
Teaching», future Ukrainian literature teachers complete assignments designed to
develop critical thinking, the ability to solve complex analytical problems, provide
answers to challenging questions, and reinterpret works of classical literature through
the lens of contemporary ethical and social challenges. Students are asked to develop
lesson plans for philosophical inquiry in Ukrainian literature on selected topics,
adhering to the axiological principle in selecting and/or constructing a system of
values, taking into account personal needs and the norms of a specific situation
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(historical, life-related, pedagogical...), aesthetic preferences, the ability to defend
one’s civic stance, fight for values, protect them, etc.; psychological inquiry lessons,
applying (at their discretion) problem-based learning, a person-centered lesson, or an
interactive lesson.

Critical thinking in literary and educational contexts involves a clear sequence
of steps. Scholars V. Shakhov, A. Kylivnyk and I. Melnyk include the following in this
toolkit: «identifying the problem, setting goals, defining key concepts, establishing
criteria, searching for information, constructing an argument, and overcoming
stereotypes» [7, p. 402].

As part of their preparation for practical training, future teachers of Ukrainian
literature are given assignments that include a step-by-step guide:

Develop a lesson plan based on Taras Prokhasko’s novel «NeprOsti», following
this structure:

The Inspirational and Motivational Component of Literary Education

Intrigue and commentary on a statement about a literary work:

— The idea of the day, a value-based or ethical statement (phrase) from the
literary work.

— A statement or assertion by a literary scholar about the literary work.

— The motto of the lesson or literary theme.

A personally significant detail, fact, or scene from the history of the literary
work’s creation.

A story about a situation in the writer’s life related to their work or creative
output.

A cultural or artistic event in society or among student readers related to the
history of the work’s creation (writing, staging, film adaptation, etc.).

A cultural and artistic event in the life of the Ukrainian people related to the
anniversary release of the writer’s literary work into the reading world.

To effectively master complex literary systems, prospective teachers should
utilize visualization techniques and information technology, which enable them to
organize and classify facts and solve complex analytical problems. To this end,
students are assigned the following tasks when examining the topic «Gender
Perspectives in the Study of Contemporary Ukrainian Literaturey:

1. Select video materials and informational resources that you would recommend
students watch in preparation for the extracurricular reading lesson on Oksana
Zabuzhko’s novel «The Alien» in 11th grade. Compile them into a reading list.

2. Develop a set of questions for an imaginary interview with Rada D., the main
character of Oksana Zabuzhko’s novella «The Alien» and answer them based on the
text of the work.

As we can see, the development of critical thinking in future teachers of
Ukrainian literature is a holistic process that requires both the cultivation of specific
personal qualities in the student (independence, the ability to reason, responsibility),
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as well as the creation of a special environment within the higher education institution,
based on dialogue, problem-solving, and the integration of subjective experience.
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