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Political culture has become a crucial analytical and practical category for 

understanding how modern states construct their international image and exercise 

influence in the global arena. In the context of globalization, intensified geopolitical 

competition, and the growing role of information and communication technologies, 

states increasingly rely on non-material instruments of power. Among these 

instruments, cultural diplomacy plays a central role, as it enables states to shape 

external perceptions through values, cultural narratives, and symbolic representation. 

Political culture, in turn, serves as an internal foundation that determines the credibility, 

consistency, and effectiveness of such external projections. 

Political culture can be defined as a system of values, norms, beliefs, and 

behavioral patterns that shape citizens’ attitudes toward political institutions, authority, 

and participation in public life. It reflects the level of trust in the state, the quality of 

democratic governance, and the degree of civic engagement. In this sense, political 

culture is not only an internal characteristic of political systems but also an important 

element of international perception. States that demonstrate stable democratic practices 

and coherent civic values are more likely to generate trust and positive attitudes in the 

global environment. 

Cultural diplomacy, as emphasized by UNESCO, plays a fundamental role in 

promoting dialogue, mutual understanding, and peace between societies [2]. It is not 
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limited to governmental communication strategies but includes broader interactions 

involving education, science, arts, cultural exchange, and civil society initiatives. 

Cultural diplomacy therefore functions as a long-term process of relationship-building 

that is based on trust, reciprocity, and shared values rather than short-term political 

messaging. 

A key theoretical foundation for understanding the relationship between political 

culture and cultural diplomacy is provided by Joseph S. Nye’s concept of soft power. 

Nye argues that soft power is the ability of a country to achieve desired outcomes 

through attraction rather than coercion or payment [1]. Soft power is generated through 

culture, political values, and foreign policies that are perceived as legitimate and 

morally attractive by other international actors. In this framework, political culture 

becomes a central source of soft power because it reflects the internal value system of 

society and its political institutions. 

The effectiveness of cultural diplomacy largely depends on the coherence 

between internal political culture and external communication. When a state 

demonstrates consistency between democratic principles and actual governance 

practices, it gains greater international credibility and influence. Conversely, when 

there is a gap between declared values and political reality, the effectiveness of cultural 

diplomacy is significantly reduced, and the state’s soft power potential is weakened. 

The British Council emphasizes that cultural relations should not be understood 

as short-term propaganda instruments but as long-term processes grounded in trust, 

reciprocity, and mutual understanding [3]. This approach highlights the importance of 

authenticity in cultural diplomacy. External cultural messaging is effective only when 

it reflects real societal values and is supported by a stable and coherent political culture. 

In the contemporary digital environment, cultural diplomacy is undergoing 

significant transformation. Digital platforms and social media enable states to 

communicate directly with global audiences, bypassing traditional diplomatic 

channels. However, this also creates new risks, including disinformation, narrative 

competition, and increased vulnerability to information manipulation. As a result, 
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political culture must adapt to these challenges by strengthening media literacy, critical 

thinking, and civic resilience within society. 

Civic participation represents another important dimension of political culture. 

In modern democratic systems, cultural diplomacy is no longer exclusively a state-

centered activity. It increasingly involves non-state actors such as universities, NGOs, 

diaspora communities, and cultural organizations. This diversification enhances the 

authenticity and sustainability of cultural diplomacy, as it reflects the broader 

involvement of society in shaping national identity and international communication. 

Political culture also plays a key role in constructing national identity narratives 

that are communicated externally. These narratives include historical memory, cultural 

heritage, and shared societal values. When these elements are coherent and widely 

accepted within society, they form a stable and credible international image of the state. 

UNESCO further stresses that cultural policy is essential for fostering inclusive 

societies and strengthening intercultural dialogue [2]. In conditions of global instability 

and conflict, such dialogue becomes a key mechanism for reducing tensions and 

promoting international cooperation. Political culture that emphasizes openness, 

tolerance, and democratic values thus becomes a strategic asset in international 

relations. 

In conclusion, political culture represents a fundamental component of cultural 

diplomacy in the modern state. It determines the internal value framework that shapes 

external communication and directly influences international perception. Cultural 

diplomacy, in turn, serves as a mechanism for projecting political culture onto the 

global stage. The interaction between these two dimensions constitutes a core element 

of soft power in contemporary international relations. Strengthening democratic 

political culture is therefore essential for enhancing the effectiveness of cultural 

diplomacy and ensuring a positive international image of the state. 
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Масові комунікаційні заходи вже не можна зводити лише до розваги. Вони 

створюють спільний інформаційний момент, у якому різні аудиторії одночасно 

бачать символи, чують повідомлення й реагують на подію [5]. У кризових умовах 

така подія здатна працювати як канал публічного представлення країни, якщо 

поєднує трансляцію, соціальні мережі, журналістські матеріали, участь лідерів 

думок і зрозумілу символіку [4; 10]. Для України після початку повномасштабної 

війни це стало особливо важливим. Боротьба за міжнародну увагу перетворилася 

на частину інформаційного спротиву та державної комунікації [1]. 

Eurovision 2022-2023 є показовим кейсом такої трансформації. У 2022 році 

конкурс відбувся в Турині, а Україну представляв гурт Kalush Orchestra з піснею 

«Stefania» [6]. Перемога України отримала міжнародний резонанс і була описана 

у світових медіа як вияв підтримки країни під час війни [2; 3]. У 2023 році 

конкурс провели в Ліверпулі від імені України, оскільки Україна не могла 

безпечно прийняти подію на своїй території [9]. Тому Eurovision став не тільки 

музичним конкурсом. Він набув значення PR-платформи, інструменту 

культурної дипломатії та простору міжнародної солідарності. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/20202345
https://www.unesco.org/en/culture
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