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V 30ipHuKy MarepianiB X BceykpaiHChkoi HayKOBO-TIPAaKTUUHOI KOH(EpEHLIi 3 MIXKHAPOIHOI Y4acTiO
«CyuacHa yKpaiHChbKa Jiep)KaBa: BEKTOPH PO3BUTKY Ta IUIIXM MOOLII3AIlii PecypciB» MPEACTaBICHO Pe3yJIbTaTh
HAyKOBHX JIOCJI/PKCHb HAYKOBO-TICNArOriyHUX IPAIiBHHKIB, 3700yBayiB BHUIIOI OCBITH, MOJIOJMX HAYKOBIIB Ta
TMPaKTUKIB 13 BITYM3HSIHMX 1 3apyODKHUX 3aKJIA/IiB BUINOI OCBITH T4 HAYKOBUX YCTaHOB, 00 €JJHAHNX MPAarHEHHSIM JI0
OCMUCJICHHSI aKTyaIbHUX BHKJIMKIB JIeP>KaBOTBOPEHHS, CYCIITLHOTO PO3BUTKY Ta ITICIIIBOEHHOI BiOY/I0BH Y KpaiHH.

Marepianmu 30ipHHKa OXOIUTIOIOTH HIMPOKHH CHEKTP aKTyaIbHHX MpOoOJeM Cy4acHOl MOJIITHYHOL,
MIPaBOBOI, EKOHOMIYHOI Ta COIIOIYMaHITApHOI HayKd. Y HAyKOBHX JIOTIOBIMSAX 1 JOCIIIKEHHAX BHCBITIEHO
MUTAHHS PO3BUTKY Ta MOJEpHi3allii MOJITHYHUX IHCTHUTYTIB 1 TMPOIECIB CyYacHOI JIEpXKaBH, MPABOBUX Ta
EKOHOMIYHMX MEXaHi3MIB BiIOys0BH YKpaiHu, iHpopMmamniiHol Oe3nekn Ta MPOTHIIl TIOpUIHUM 3arpo3aM B
YMOBax T00anbHUX TpaHchopMalii. 3HauHy yBary NpuaiieHo (iocodCbKUM 3acagaM JIep>KaBOTBOPEHHS,
COILIJIbHAM TPaKTUKaM 1 MEHEKMEHTY COLIOKYJIBTYPHOTO PO3BUTKY, a TaKO)XK NMHTAHHAM €BpOIHTETrpallii,
TPaHCKOPZOHHOI CIIBIMpAIli, Mi>KHAPOTHUX MAPTHEPCTB 1 pETiOHABHAX CTPATEriii CTAIOr0 PO3BUTKY B YMOBax
CY4YaCHHUX MOJITHYHUX Ta COLIAIIbHUX 3MiH.

30ipHUK BigoOpaskae BUCOKHI piBEHb HAYKOBOI AMCKYCii Ta MKAUCIMIUTIHAPHOTO MiIXOLy A0 aHAIi3y
CYCHUIHHO-TIOJIITHYHUX TIPOIECIB, CIPHIE PO3BUTKY HAYKOBOI KOMYHIKaIlii Ta MIXIHCTHTYI[IMHOI CITiBIpalli.
Marepiaiu KOH(EpEHIli CTaHOBJIATh NPAKTHYHMN 1 HAYKOBUH IHTEpeC I JOCHITHHKIB, BHKJIAIadiB,
3100yBayiB OCBITH, IPEICTABHUKIB OPraHiB JIep>KaBHOI BJIaH, MiCLIEBOrO CaMOBpsITyBaHHs Ta (axiBLiB y chepi
MOJITUYHHX, IPABOBHUX, EKOHOMIUHHX 1 COLIIOTYMaHITApHUX HAYK.

Mamepianu nooano 6 asmopcuvkitl pedakyii. 3a 3micm ma 00CMOGIPHICMb HABEOeHUX (aKkmie, yumam i OaHUxX
8I0N0GIOANLHICHb HECYMb ABMOPU.

© 3 «IliBnenHOYyKpaiHCHKHI HAILllOHATHHUAHN ITearoriqHui
yHiBepcuteT imMei K. JI. YmmHcbKOTOY, 2026
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cerci. ['0OBHMM 3aBnaHHSAM YKpaiHH € TEpEeTBOPUTH CBOIO POJb 13 «00’€KTa
JIOTIOMOTHY Ha HAJIEKHOTO CITIBTBOPIIS €BPOTIEHCHKOT O€3MEeKH.
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TRANSBORDER COOPERATION AS AN INSTRUMENT OF
UKRAINE’S EUROPEAN INTEGRATION: THE INSTITUTIONAL AND
COMMUNICATIVE DIMENSION

Ukraine’s European integration course, especially after obtaining the status of a
candidate for EU membership in 2022, has actualized cross-border cooperation as one
of the basic instruments for approaching European governance standards. This
concerns a form of “practical integration” implemented at the regional and local self-
government levels [2]. In wartime conditions, cross-border cooperation acquires an
additional dimension — security and humanitarian — transforming into a channel of
resilience for border regions and a mechanism for Ukraine’s integration into the
political and institutional space of the EU.

The institutional architecture of Ukraine’s cross-border cooperation is based on
the EU programmes ENI CBC and Interreg NEXT, which finance joint projects in the
fields of infrastructure, ecology, healthcare, and regional development [3]. An
important principle is multilevel governance, which presupposes interaction between
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the EU, national governments, and regional administrations. Ukraine participates in
several key cross-border programmes: Poland—Ukraine; Romania—UKkraine; Hungary—
Slovakia—Romania—UKkraine.

Cross-border cooperation is an “infrastructure of European integration” because
it enables Ukraine to implement European governance standards at the regional level
without formal membership. The OECD emphasizes that such mechanisms contribute
to institutional convergence, the development of local self-government, and integration
into European political networks.

The communicative component of cross-border cooperation includes
intergovernmental coordination, project communication, public diplomacy, and
interaction between communities and regions. The effectiveness of cooperation
depends on the consistency of administrative procedures, terminology, and digital
communication platforms, which is critically important in Interreg programmes [1].

The most developed direction is cooperation between Ukraine and Poland,
especially between Lviv Oblast and the Podkarpackie Voivodeship. Within the
framework of the Interreg NEXT programme, projects are being implemented in the
modernization of border checkpoints, development of transport infrastructure, and joint
medical and humanitarian initiatives. After 2022, the Polish-Ukrainian border
effectively became one of the key humanitarian corridors of the EU for Ukraine,
through which the evacuation of the population and the supply of aid were carried out
[2]. Of particular importance was the development of the “Lviv—PrzemysIl” logistics
hub, which functions as a transit hub between Ukraine and the EU.

Zakarpattia Oblast actively cooperates with Eastern Slovakia within the
framework of cross-border development programmes. The main directions include
modernization of border infrastructure, development of railway connections, energy
projects, and diversification of supplies. After 2022, Slovakia became one of Ukraine’s
key partners in issues of energy stability and resource transit, which strengthens the
strategic nature of cooperation [3].

Odesa Oblast and the southern regions of Ukraine actively interact with Romania
within the framework of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region. The key directions
include environmental monitoring of the Danube, development of port infrastructure,
and joint environmental protection projects. After the blockage of part of the Black Sea
logistics routes in 2022—-2023, Ukraine’s Danube ports became critically important for
exports, which significantly increased the role of the Romanian direction of
cooperation [2].

The full-scale war became a factor in the intensification of cross-border
processes: increased EU funding, expansion of humanitarian programmes, and
activation of regional partnerships. At the same time, the war created challenges:
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security risks, destruction of infrastructure, and uneven development of border regions.
The further development of Ukraine’s cross-border cooperation is connected with
integration into the EU cohesion policy, strengthening the role of regions in European
integration, digitalization of cross-border project management, and expansion of
macro-regional strategies (Danube and Carpathian).

Therefore, cross-border cooperation is a key practical instrument of Ukraine’s
European integration. It combines institutional and communicative dimensions,
ensuring gradual integration into the European administrative and economic space.
Empirical cases (Poland, Slovakia, Romania) demonstrate that the regional level has
become a critically important platform for implementing the European integration
course under wartime conditions.
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