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THE IMPACT OF INFORMATION WARFARE ON INTERCULTURAL
DIALOGUE: POLITICAL STRATEGIES, MANIPULATIONS AND
CONSEQUENCES

In the modern world, where globalization and information technologies are
constantly developing, information wars have become an integral part of political
processes. They not only shape public opinion, but also significantly influence
intercultural dialogue. Information warfare is a form of psychological operation that can
include disinformation, propaganda, and the use of new media to achieve political goals.
The question of analyzing the political strategies used in information wars, their
manipulative aspects, as well as the consequences for intercultural communication is
relevant.

Let's pay attention to political strategies in information wars. Information warfare
encompasses a wide range of strategies, including disinformation, propaganda, and the
use of new media to achieve political goals. For example, "during the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict, the Russian media actively used propaganda to discredit the Ukrainian
government and support separatist movements [1]"

Politicians and states use these tools to influence public perceptions of other
cultures and nationalities. For example, disinformation campaigns can create a negative
image of certain cultures, which leads to stereotyping and discrimination. This, in turn,
complicates intercultural dialogue and contributes to conflicts.

One of the most well-known strategies is manipulation through social media,
which allows information to spread faster and more widely than traditional media. For
example, in the context of conflicts, such as the war in Ukraine, we observe the active
use of social platforms to spread propaganda materials that distort reality and undermine
intercultural ties. Such campaigns increase hostility between nations and hinder the
development of open dialogue.
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Also, manipulations can be directed at different audiences in order to achieve
political goals. Thus, "manipulative techniques are often used during election campaigns
to influence voters" [2].

Manipulations within the framework of information wars have a devastating effect
on intercultural dialogue. They not only distort information, but also change the
perception of another culture. When one culture is perceived through the prism of
negative information, it creates an atmosphere of mistrust and fear. As a result,
opportunities for productive intercultural dialogue diminish, and instead stereotypes and
prejudices emerge.

In addition, information wars can lead to escalation of conflicts between countries.
For example, in the case of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, the presence of different
informational narratives significantly complicates diplomatic efforts and creates
additional barriers to negotiations. Research shows that information wars can also affect
young people by shaping certain values and perceptions of other cultures [3]. Young
people exposed to manipulative information can form stable stereotypes that will
accompany them in adult life.

It is important to emphasize that the consequences of information manipulation
can be long-lasting, affecting entire generations. Stereotypes formed as a result of
information wars can continue to exist even after the conflict ends, making it difficult to
restore intercultural ties.

Therefore, information wars, being an important tool of modern politics, have a
significant impact on intercultural dialogue. The political strategies used in these wars
shape perceptions of other cultures, often to the detriment of open dialogue.
Manipulations carried out in the framework of information campaigns create barriers
that hinder the development of cultural exchange and mutual understanding.

To counteract the negative impact of information wars, it is necessary to develop
critical thinking among the population, as well as to form platforms for open dialogue
between cultures. An important step is the implementation of educational programs that
promote understanding of the diversity of cultures and stimulate positive intercultural
contacts. Education can become an important tool in the formation of intercultural
tolerance, opposing stereotypes and promoting productive dialogue.

l. IIpono3a 1. I. 3aco6u MacoBoi iH(popmMalii 1 KOMyHIKalli B iHpOpMaLliiHIi
BifHI sIK CydacHa NoJliTMYHAa npakTuka. HaykoBuii xypHan «Politicusy.
2020. Ne 3. C. 65-70.
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