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CIVIC EDUCATION AS A RESOURCE FOR THE VALUE UNITY OF 

UKRAINIAN SOCIETY 

In the context of contemporary socio-political challenges, particularly information 

warfare, political polarization, and increasing social fragmentation, civic education 

emerges as one of the key resources for shaping and maintaining the value-based unity of 

Ukrainian society. It not only facilitates the transmission of knowledge about democratic 

institutions but also cultivates critical thinking, active citizenship, and shared values 

among citizens, which are fundamental for stable democratic development. 

Civic education is understood within the scholarly discourse as a comprehensive 

process of cultivating in individuals the values, knowledge, and skills necessary for 

effective participation in the political life of a democratic society. This process involves 

fostering a sense of responsibility for the common future, understanding rights and duties, 

as well as promoting tolerance and mutual respect [1]. At the same time, it serves as a 

platform for developing a shared identity, which is particularly crucial in multinational and 

culturally diverse countries. According to research by Osler and Starkey, civic education 

http://www.economy.in.ua/pdf/8_2012/32.pdf
http://fps-visnyk.lnu.lviv.ua/archive/51_2023/26.pdf


promotes democratic values such as equality and inclusion, helping to overcome social 

divides and prevent conflicts within society [2]. 

In the Ukrainian context, civic education acquires special significance due to 

hybrid threats aimed at undermining national unity, spreading disinformation, and 

exacerbating social cleavages. These threats require intensified efforts toward developing 

critical media literacy, analytical skills to evaluate information, and resistance to 

manipulations that can influence public consciousness and citizens‘ behavior [1]. A 

systematic approach to civic education contributes not only to increasing political 

awareness but also to building resilience against external and internal information attacks. 

Moreover, civic education functions as a ―social glue,‖ capable of mitigating the 

effects of social and political conflicts, which is particularly relevant in post-conflict 

societies. Halperin notes that civic education supports social stability by fostering trust, a 

sense of community, and willingness to cooperate among diverse population groups [3]. 

Consequently, it helps preserve social cohesion even under challenging conditions, 

preventing the intensification of interethnic and interregional tensions. 

Another critical aspect of civic education lies in its capacity to empower 

marginalized and vulnerable groups within society. By ensuring inclusive access to civic 

knowledge and opportunities for political participation, civic education can bridge the gaps 

created by social inequalities and historical injustices. This empowerment fosters a more 

representative and participatory democracy, which strengthens societal bonds and 

promotes social justice, thus contributing to the overall value-based unity of the nation. 

Furthermore, the integration of digital technologies in civic education presents 

both opportunities and challenges. While digital platforms can expand outreach and 

engage younger generations in democratic processes, they also expose citizens to 

misinformation and echo chambers. Therefore, it is essential to incorporate digital literacy 

as a core component of civic education curricula to equip citizens with the skills to 

critically assess digital content and participate responsibly in the digital public sphere. 

An essential component of civic education is the development of social capital— 

trust, mutual assistance, and collective responsibility—which constitutes the foundation of 

a functioning democracy. Putnam emphasizes that it is through social capital that effective 

social networks are formed, supporting political stability and encouraging active citizen 



participation in societal life [4]. The erosion of social capital leads to political apathy, 

distrust in institutions, and growing social polarization. 

Therefore, civic education in Ukraine must become a priority area of state policy 

aimed at nurturing a new generation of conscious citizens who share common democratic 

values and exhibit active civic engagement. This will ensure the value-based unity of 

society, necessary to overcome the challenges of hybrid warfare, strengthen democratic 

institutions, and promote sustainable national development. 
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НЕГАТИВНЕ ПОЗИЦІОНУВАННЯ ЛІБЕРАЛЬНИХ ЗМІ 

ЩОДО НАЦІОНАЛІСТИЧНОГО РУХУ В УКРАЇНІ 

Це дослідження є актуальним у контексті нинішньої інформаційної війни та 

геополітичної нестабільності, в якій перебуває Україна. Воно порушує питання 

впливу ідеологічно забарвлених ліберальних медіа на національну ідентичність, що 

є ключовим для держави, яка захищає свою незалежність. Сучасна Україна балансує 

між інтеграцією в ліберальний Захід і необхідністю збереження власної 

національної ідентичності. Поширення ліберальних ідеологем, особливо через 

популярні загальнонаціональні медіа, ускладнює формування єдиного ідеологічного 

фронту, необхідного для збереження української державності, національної пам‘яті 

та стійкості до маніпуляцій. У цьому контексті дослідження виступає інструментом 

для розуміння загроз, які несуть ліберальні медіа у питаннях формування ціннісного 

поля суспільства. 
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