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ENGKEE . g a8 5 M BOB R 2 5510 E 44 o AR 9B R AR JE ) B
PR, (R ASWY ARl T b A OoTT, GMRCE P A

A, EE PR, WEE R E R RS AEE B R G 41 X
IR L2 R I IEPRAR T R BN LRI BN R, RIS S

EEAEFE RN E S N E T B RLF R IEEFSER, HRIEMR,
52 B[R — IRV Lot A R AR R, BERHIONR T, bR, KRFE AR
REE LT L S PR YE RGBSR R . BEE R AT, — N AU ORIZ T E 17 2% 54
NGBS IR P 25 1] B0 L5 S 22 3 RO NS4k, A AR R L SCAR R A3
1E CREGEWY Hf, FE N R0 R 22 5 IR I [ HE RS 1M A= 1 1 J%
AT, XA AR RS EERE R, AR RPN B KN
N TRARAFHIEAZ o S N R AR 2T 3R AT B S I AR (5
24, 2020: 270) o AZKIEEATE SO AR N A, I Uy SR
AEMEES), IR R, X v B AR R K AR, R R S
Ao AE (EEXMEW) o, BEILLF RN A7 1) SCA 25 W) I e 46
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RECONSTRUCTION OF BRAIN TEXT: THE INITIATION OF
CELESTIAL IN AN AMERICAN MARRIAGE

Against the backdrop of the American mass incarceration system, Tayari
Jones’ An American Marriage reveals, through the epistolary narratives of the
African-American couple Roy and Celestial, the mechanism by which the double
violence of race and gender disciplines individual choices. Based on brain text
theory, this paper focuses on the content of Celestial 5 letters and analyzes how the
letters serve as a material carrier of “perceptions and cognitions stored in the
brain”, externalizing the character s psychological trauma and demonstrating the
process of brain text reconstruction. Celeste’s choice of abortion exposes the
dilemma of African-American women in terms of bodily autonomy and racial
stigmatization. Her brain text undergoes a threefold reconstruction: first, she re-
examines the dilemma of race and gender from the perspective of reality; second,
she completes the rational choice of abortion through the game of rights in
marriage; and finally, she realizes self-reconciliation. Jones sublimates the
individual narrative into a critique of the white dominant system through the
epigraph, revealing the interpretive potential of brain text theory in decoding the
structural violence in the United States, and providing an innovative research
perspective for the study of African-American literature.

Keywords: brain text, epistolary narrative, Initiation process, mass

incarceration.
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