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ABopcera T. B.
The Expression of Confucian Ideology
in China's Foreign Policy

The history of China is inextricably linked with the history of the emergence and
development of Confucianism, its influence on both domestic and foreign policy.
Today, one can increasingly hear messages from Chinese officials in the direction of
Confucian ethics, which indicates its fundamental influence on the ideology of the
country as a whole. It is enough in this case to recall the "Five Principles"”, on the basis
of which the PRC established relations with many countries of the world. Guided by
the ideology of good neighborliness, China's foreign policy towards its neighbors has
achieved significant global success. The main state policy of the PRC is to firmly adhere
to openness to the outside world, actively develop cooperation with all countries on the
basis of equality and mutual benefit.

According to Salata O., the processes of China's historical development at the
present stage have shown the viability of the basic civilizational structures and
principles. China has accepted the challenge posed by time, solved numerous problems
of an economic and social nature, and has become one of the largest world powers.
China, using traditional principles and forms of achieving world experience in its
development, has preserved its own national features of a unique Eastern civilization.
It is also worth noting the fact that the influence of Confucianism (as a philosophy and
as a religion) is very significant. It covers all spheres of the state's life: politics,
economics, and the social sphere. It is obvious that it is the special worldview of the
Chinese population that has become the foundation for such rapid progress of the PRC
on the world stage. And this worldview is built precisely on Confucianism, on various
concepts introduced by Confucius. And the conservatism of the Chinese and their

devotion to traditions allows them to preserve everything that Confucius gave them [4,



p. 295]. Chinese diplomacy is based on the art of negotiation, which is deeply embedded
in the culture, given the historical traditions and peculiarities of the development of
China [3, p. 27].

As noted by Shulyka A. and Tymchenko M., in the 20th century, Chinese
communist leaders criticized Confucianism as "feudal", which led to the
implementation of many anti-Confucian campaigns, for example, the New Culture
Movement of the 1910s-20s and the "Critique of Lin Biao and Confucius" of 1973-
1974. During the Cultural Revolution, Confucianism was seen as an obstacle to the
development of communism. But in 1979, Deng Xiaoping initiated a policy of
openness. Along with the process of liberalization, temples and monasteries were also
opened, and scholars were allowed to study Confucianism as a philosophical system.
Confucianism was legitimized as part of traditional Chinese culture [5, p. 81].

Confucius promoted the idea of harmony and a harmonious society, which means
a world full of differences and contradictions, where the righteous person balances to
achieve harmony. The "harmonious socialist society", as part of Hu Jintao's concept of
scientific development, served the government's goal of creating a xiaokan society in
which people can live relatively comfortably. The White Paper on Peaceful
Development issued by the Chinese government states that "harmony as the building
of a peaceful and prosperous world is the ultimate goal of China's development” [5, p.
84].

Danilchenko O. S., speaking about historical memory in modern China, notes that
a significant role in the process of developing foreign policy concepts and formulating
China's international legal position is played by the system of spiritual culture inherent
to this civilization. Although Chinese society has long not cultivated any trust in law as
a means of ensuring social order and justice (traditional Chinese culture has emphasized
adherence to moral and ethical categories, the search for harmony, and submission to
the natural order since ancient times), as stated by professors of international law He

Zhipeng and Sun Lu, Chinese civilization over the millennia and the process of



modernization of China over more than a century have not only formed a culture that
nourishes and enriches the Chinese theory of international law, but also laid the
academic foundation for the development of the Chinese theory of international law [1,
pp- 117-118].

Let us return to the Five Principles. After the conflict between China and India
over Tibet that began in 1949, relations were normalized in 1954 with the signing of
the India-China Agreement on Tibet. This agreement proclaimed the principles we have
noted: mutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, non-aggression, non-
interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence. China believes that the Five Principles should be applied not only between
China and India, but also in broader international relations. The Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence represent a single whole in which everything is interconnected,
complementary, and inseparable. Mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs - these
three principles are the most basic norm for resolving interstate political relations.

Modern scholars distinguish the directions of international policy based on
traditional concepts:

- China believes that the priority for the international community is to build a kind
of "international law" as a basis for international law, which will serve the common
goals of peace, development and cooperation;

- the second direction is that China intends to participate in the formulation of
international law through the UN General Assembly, which is considered a forum
where the voice of the Third World can and should be heard. According to Chinese
international lawyers, the resolutions of the General Assembly are an authentic
interpretation of the provisions of the UN Charter, especially those adopted
unanimously; and the most obvious influence of these resolutions on the development
of international law is their evidentiary value in the formation of customary

international law;



- in the context of the influence of the philosophical factor, one cannot fail to
mention the Confucian concept of “face” (EI-F), that is, the image and reputation of
the country at the global level, which is extremely important for China to formulate its
international legal position. In the modern political and information environment, this
is of particular importance, because any serious mistake (“loss of face” Z[fl ) made
by China in the international arena can undermine the legitimacy of the leadership
within the country, as well as jeopardize the implementation of many initiatives
designed for decades to come. Therefore, in many complex international legal issues,
China is looking for opportunities to offer its own vision of any possible situations and
events without “losing face” [1, p. 119].

In the past and in the present, the main concept of the political and philosophical
thought of China is He (peace). The Chinese government strives to emphasize the
concept of "harmonious peace" and direct it to the gradual rise of China. Respect the
diversity of the world, promote the democratization of international relations and try to
ensure a peaceful international environment and a good environment in the region. This
means the prerequisite and goal for the Concept of "Harmonious World". in the concept
of "harmonious peace" and "five principles" the opinion about benevolence towards
neighbors as the most valuable quality of the state is embodied. Sincerity and honesty
in relations with neighbors is the basis of the state. Mutual benefit with neighbors is the
morality of the state. Condescension to ensure stable relations with neighbors is a
spiritual component of the state.
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