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The aim of this article is to study the problem of human security in the context of international
humanitarian law. Here security will be interpreted as the security of people, not just territory.
It is noted that human security is under threat not only from other people and states, but also
from their own state. The state should actually do good to its population, and not harm it. The
welfare and dignity of the individual must be the first aim of government.

Research methods: The following research methods were used: a comparison method to
evaluate materials discovered during the study of various sources, a method of describing
facts of violation of the rights of citizens’ safety, a method of in-depth research, a method
of applying legal measures to ensure security conditions. The article adheres to the historical
and chronological structure of the problem under consideration.

Novelty of the study: For the first time, this study offers a comprehensive framework for
addressing contemporary security challenges and improving the protection of civilians in
confiict.

Conclusion: Ultimately, it is emphasized that human rights and international humanitarian
law are the fundamental basis for the development of human security. Human security as
an international humanitarian law aims to mitigate the impact of armed conflicts on individuals
and communities, protect civilians and protect their rights and dignity during wars.

It is noted that the government and its institutions must guarantee the security of its people,
even if they cannot provide all aspects of their well-being. Protecting human life means
respecting human safety. Respect for human security means that all actors, whether
institutional, corporate or individual, must ensure that their actions do not threaten human
security.

Human security, as a key factor in international humanitarian law (IHL), involves
the study of how the principles and practices of human security contribute to the development
and implementation of international humanitarian law.
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Introduction. The concept of human security
has its roots in the famous Declaration by President
Roosevelt in 1941, in which he explicitly mentioned
freedom from want and fear together with freedom
of expression and religion. It was formally introduced
into the United Nations Development Programme’s
Human Development Report of 1994, drawing
from international humanitarian law, human rights
and human development. In the Report it was
indicated that the threats to human security are no
longer just personal or local or national. They are
becoming Global: with drugs, AIDS, terrorism, pollution
and nuclear proliferation [1, 173]. The Commission
defined it as a paradigm aimed at protecting the vital
core of allhuman lives. The vital core is conceptualized
as a set of elementary rights and freedoms [2, 23].

Main part. Security is protection from harm.
Threats to security came from other states, for
example in the form of external aggression. After
the Cold War, states became more secure. However,
this did not mean that military security lost its leading
role [1, 173].

To protect people’s lives means respecting
all human rights prescribed in domestic law
and international conventions; violating them means
causing human insecurities and the failure of the state
to fulfill its own obligations towards the law. Therefore,
the protection and the welfare of the people should
become first goal of the government. In cooperation

with  international  organizations and NGOs,
governments should find and promote appropriate
policies to establish a political, economic and social
security environment for all the people as citizens
of that country [3, 81].

The human concept is rooted in the human rights
tradition that is supposed to protect individuals from
abuse at the hands of their own state and on the other
hand in the concept of development, which implies
that a state as a necessary instrument of promoting
human security [1, 175].

Human security is a new paradigm for
the development of the international legal order.
Human security is closely linked with UN institutional
reform. A new institution such as Security Council
takes human security considerations into account.
Some authors have underlined that human security
poses a different challenge to international law
and the practice of international organizations.
Others stress that this concept sets out to
strengthen the rule of law in international relations
and support the development of public international
law. Human security stands for an involvement
of individuals in developing new international
normative instruments [4].

The concept of “human security” can be used as
a conceptual framework to allow international law to
focus its attention on the individual and be responsive
to the needs of persons affected by insecurity. The
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Commission on Human Security argues a rights-based
human security approach “reorients humanitarian
strategies towards enhancing people’s capabilities,
choices and security.” In general, international law
‘must be at the heart of human security’ and the latter
contains disciplines of human rights law, humanitarian
law, international criminal law and refugee law [5, 37].

Human security has as its normative basis in human
rights, and therefore international human rights law
is extremely important for this concept. The concept
of human security links security with human rights
and development among the most important national
law treaties and instruments aimed at ensuring
international peace and security is the United Nations
Charter. Regarding human rights, the concept
of human security does not constitute a set of legal
norms, but an instrument which can used, among
others, to interpret and develop legal norms. Taking
into account the conclusion that international law is
a tool to ensure human security, and human security
can be used to interpret and develop legal norms,
the relationship of human security and international
humanrights lawis actually aninteraction. International
law upholds sovereign equality and thereby protects
primarily small and weak states that do not have
at their disposal significant military or economic power.
This clearly shows that the international legal system
does not exist for its own sake and that its ultimate
goal is the good, welfare and security of human
beings, in other words human security [1, 179]. To
protect people’s lives means respecting all human
rights prescribed in domestic law and international
conventions; violating them means causing human
insecurities and the failure of the state to fulfill its
own responsibilities towards the law. Therefore,
the protection and the welfare of the people should
become first goal of the government [3, 357].

The interrelationship and interdependence
of human rights and human security are apparent.
Like human rights, human security has become
an international concern. On the international level,
human security and human rights interact meaningfully
and multidimensionally [4, 9].

International humanitarian law is a set of rules
which seek, for humanitarian reasons, to limit
the effects of armed conflict. It protects persons
who are not or are no longer participating in
the hostilities, and restricts the means and methods
of warfare. Its scope is, therefore, limited ratione
materiae to situations of armed conflict. The use
of force is prohibited under the Charter of the United
Nations. Nevertheless, international humanitarian
law has to be applied equally by all sides to every
armed conflict, regardless of whether their cause is
justified International human rights law is a system
of international norms designed to protect and promote
the human rights of all persons. These rights, which
are inherent in all human beings, whatever their
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nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic
origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status,
are interrelated, interdependent and indivisible.
They are often expressed and guaranteed by law,
in the form of treaties, customary international law,
general principles and soft law. Human rights entail
both rights and obligations. International human rights
law sets the obligations of States to act in certain ways
or to refrain from certain acts, in order to promote
and protect the human rights and fundamental
freedoms of individuals or groups [6, 5].

International conventions have traditionally looked
at states to protect civilians, but today this is threatened
in several ways. States are seen as inappropriate
agents for the implementation of humanitarian rules,
particularly in internal armed conflicts. They often
avoid getting involved in these messy situations, or
alternatively, they themselves may become a party
to the conflict. Each conflict carries shock waves
of the hostilities in concentric circles to every continent.
Internal armed conflicts rely heavily on external inputs
and assistance to maintain their momentum, whether
through illegal trafficking, government contracts
or other commercial opportunities. Conflicts affect
population migration, regional ecosystems, financial
markets, drugs and arms trafficking [7, 354].

From the human security standpoint, the security
of the individual is no longer defined exclusively within
the realm of states and as a consequence of national
security. The origins of today’s insecurities are different
and can be found in social, economic, environmental
and health factors. These insecurities are increasingly
transcending State borders and having global
repercussions [7, 355].

Human security is a people-centred and
multi-sectoral approach to security, emphasizing
the empowerment of people to enhance their
potential through concerted efforts to develop norms,
processes and institutions that systematically address
insecurities. Even though human security is first
and foremost designed to shift the focus or referent
object of security away from the state to the individual,
the idea of a human-centred approach itself is not
alien to international law. International law, while
being built upon the traditional, inter-state paradigm,
has developed to accommodate a human-centred
approach by incorporating, for example, the principle
of equality and non-discrimination, the principle
of respect for human dignity, and the principle
of humanity. These principles have underpinned
the development of international human rights law,
refugee law, and international humanitarian law;
particularly in the second half of the twentieth century.
What distinguishes human security from the human-
centric approach to international law, particularly
international human rights law, is its place within
the analytical framework of security. The human-
centred approach to international law, as traditionally
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conceived, does not necessarily address the interests
of human beings within the paradigm of security.
Conceived as such, human security is inherently
a public concept concerned with the security
of individuals as members of the community, rather
than each individual’'s own personal security [8, 7].

Many other countries like Norway Romania,
Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, Australia, Finland,
the UK, and the Netherlands have also included
human security issues in their national security
policies [3, 86]. Central and Eastern European
countries, including the above-mentioned states
as well as Slovakia and Lithuania, have gained
valuable experience in security sector reforms, both
positive and negative, while implementing global
models and developing their own ones. An exchange
of experience should contribute not only to identifying
the causes of common problems, but also to finding
the most effective ways for successfully overcoming
them. Assisting in sharing the experience is one
of the goals of this compendium. Another goal that
is equally important is attracting attention to human
security as a necessary component of the democratic
transition. In large parts of Africa, the Balkans,
Central Asia and the Middle East, people live in daily
fear of violent attacks, kidnapping, rape, extortion,
robbery or trafficking. Though the traditional threats
are still vital, and Russian aggression against Ukraine
proves this fact clearly, the human security paradigm
of placing people at the centre should be a hallmark
for the security sector reforms in countries that have
chosen a modern democratic model of development
[9, 3].

Civil society is the only source of legitimacy, which
has importance for the operation of institutions in
democratic regimes. Without this legitimacy is any idea
of “democratic” or “civil” control of the armed forces
according to the “Western model” in any country,
successful security sector reform can help internal
stability (an effective solution to tensions and problems,
providing security and justice for citizens), as well as
regional stability (using as an important confidence-
building mechanism in the region) [10, 58]. The main
point of this perspective is to understand security
comprehensively and holistically in terms of the real-
life, everyday experiences of human beings and their
complex social and economic relations.

For all country national security problems
and priorities are of vital and primary importance.
Newly independent states are particularly sensitive to
security problems. In these states, these processes
are additionally complicated by the military conflicts
that maintain the focus on traditional/hard state
security. South Caucasus is an unstable region with
several secessionist conflicts and interstate wars,
which shape the regional security environment.
Relationships within a potential security complex
are still overshadowed and strongly influenced

by the relationship to more powerful neighbors
and players. The most important security challenges
in South Caucasus include ethnic and territorial
conflicts. All three South Caucasus-states of Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia, and the disputed territories
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
face arange of complex policy challenges. In per capita
terms, the region possesses among the world’s largest
number of internally displaced persons and refugees.
The region remains deadlocked and divided from
violent conflicts between 1988 and 1994. The
2008 war between Russia and Georgia unraveled
the confidence-building initiatives that had been
painstakingly constructed for more than a decade
between Abkhaz and Ossetians with Georgians. The
continuing displacement of a large group of people,
who have been violently forced from their homes
since 1992 in Azerbaijan, is a main challenge to
the peace, security and stability in the South Caucasus
and represents a massive human rights violation in
the region.

Total destruction and heavy mine contamination
of formerly occupied territories of Azerbaijan, as
well as, ethnic cleansing and forceful deportation
of more than 650 thousand Azerbaijanis more than
half of whom were women and girls from their lands
have tremendous humanitarian consequences for
the country. The liberation of the Armenia-occupied
territories of Azerbaijan in 2020 was a remarkable
occasion for Azerbaijanis, in particular for more than
700,000 internally-displaced people who had been
expelled from their homelands in the early 1990s. By
the way, Azerbaijan was the first post-Soviet republic to
face arefugee problem.Asaresult, afterthree decades,
the indigenous people of Karabakh had the chance to
return to their homeland, though with new challenges
that overshadowed the process. Azerbaijan is currently
rebuilding and restoring the territories destroyed by
Armenia for nearly 30 years. Over 1.5 million mines
had planted by Armenia across our lands throughout
the occupation. Since the Second Karabakh War
ended, 302 Azerbaijani citizens were killed as a result
of explosion of mines, 57 of whom died, and 245 were
injured. Since 1992 nearly 3400 of our fellow citizens
suffered from mines, with 587 losing their lives.
358 mine victims were children and 30 were women.
(electron resource, 29.11.2023) Azerbaijan continues
the hard work of demining the territories it regained
in the Second Karabakh War 2020, accepting any
international help offered.

Conclusion. International security concept was
perceived as primarily problem of State security.
Within recent years, however, an additional concept
has emerged — acknowledging that threats cannot
only come from States and non-State actors, but can
also exist to the security of both states and the people.
The state itself should consider that recent threats
affect seriously the wellbeing of humans. Human
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security identifies new threats to well-being, new
victims of those threats, new duties of states, or new
mechanisms of dealing with threats at the inter-state
level, it adds to the established human rights regime.
The term “human security” was introduced into
international discussion in the 1990s as a response
to new “downside risks” that could affect everyone.
Human security focuses “people” as opposed to
states. Human rights are rights that, in principle, all
human beings are entitled to, merely by virtue of being
biologically human.

Security is no longer only the concern
of defence and humanitarian actors. In the aftermath
of the Cold War, the security debate has become part
of the international development agenda. The ending
of the Cold War rivalry between the United States
and the Soviet Union generated new discussions
about how security should be conceptualized in a world
recently freed from bilateral rivalry between nuclear
armed states. The United Nations Development
Programme’s 1994 Human Development Report
issued the first comprehensive and direct definition
of human security.

Security, cannot exist without danger. Moreover,
security comes into existence only with the emergence
ofthreats. Acomprehensive and integrated response to
security and development challenges is indispensable
to enhance sustainable peace globally. This requires
the involvement and concerted action of all members
of the international community, whether they be
states, UN system bodies, regional organizations,
international financial institutions, NGOs or other
civil society actors. Human security is threatened in
countries that suffer from political instability and lack
of government capacity or willingness to provide basic
services and to protect people’s safety and security.
This is particularly true in states that have lost control
over their boundaries. Even in countries that are
politically and economically stable, human security
can be threatened when domestic institutions cannot
properly cope with internal or external challenges such
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as natural disasters, infectious diseases, and social
conflicts. Aid agencies should provide assistance
for post-conflict countries, in a flexible and quickly
to reconstruct state functions and to help reestablish
people’s livelihoods.
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Memoto cmammi € BUBYEHHS MPO6/IeMU /IH0OCLKOI 6e3MeKU B KOHMEKCMI MiXKHapOOHO20
2ymaHimapHo2o npasa. Tym 6esneka iHmeprnpemyemscsi sik 6esneka atooed, a He Mifibku
mepumopii. 3a3Ha4aembCcsl, WO 6e3sneka /IOUHU repebysae nio 3a2po30t0 He 1uwe 3 6OKy
iHwux /modeli ma depxas, a U 3 60Ky IXHbOI B/1acHOI Oepxasu. [epxasa mae Hacnpasoi
pobumu 9o6po CBOEMY Hace/IeHH!0, a He 3aB0asamu oMy wkodu. [Jobpobym ma 2ioHicmb
ocobucmocmi Maroms cmamu Mepwor Memoto ypsioy.

Memodu 0ocsioxeHHsl. Byau 3acmocosaHi maki Memoou OOC/OXEeHHST SIK:  Memod
OPIBHSIHHSA 07151 OYiHKU Mamepiasig, BUSIB/IEHUX MPU OOC/IOXEHHI Pi3HUX OXepes, Memoo
orucy chakmis rnopyweHHs1 npas 6esneku 2pomadcsiH, MeEmMoO 2/1IUGUHHO20 OOC/TIOXEHHS,
Memody 3acmocyBaHHsI MpasBoBuX 3ax00i8 07151 3abe3neqeHHs ymMoB 6esneku. Cmammsi
dompumMyembCs1 icMOopPUKO-XPOHO/I02IYHOI CmpyKmypu yiei npobaemu.

HosusHa 0ocnioxeHHs. Brnepwe 8 daHOMy OOC/IOXEHHI MPOMNOHYEMbCS KOMI/IEKCHa
0cHoBa 07151 BUPIWEHHSI Cy4acHUX rpobsiem 6e3neku ma MokpaweHHs 3axucmy YusisibHo2o
HacesieHHs1 8 yMoBax KOHGP/IiKMy.

BUCHOBKU. Y pesy/ibmami Ha20/10WyembCsl, WO rpasa loouHU ma MiKHapooHe 2yMaHimapHe
npaso € (hyHOaMeHmMasibHOK OCHOBOK PO3BUMKY 6e3neku /0uHU. besneka /toouHU
SIK MKHapoOHe 2ymaHimapHe rpaso CrpsiMosaHa Ha MOM'SIKWeEHHST Br/uBy 36pOUHUX
KOHG/IIKMIB Ha OKPEMUX OCi6 ma Crii/IbHOMU, 3axucm YusisibHO20 HaceeHHs ma 3axucm ix
npas ma 2i0HoCMi Mid Yac BOEH.

3asHauaembCsi, WO ypsido ma (ioeo iHCmumymu rnoBUHHI 2apaHmysamu 6e3reKy CBOEMY
Hapody, Hasimb SIKWO BOHU He 3MOXymb 3abe3rnedumu BCi acrnekmu ixHb02o dobpobymy.
3axuwamu xummsi /i100eli 03Ha4Yae nosaxamu 6esneky 0uHU. [1osaza 6e3neku /II0OUHU
03Ha4ae, Wo BCi cyb'ekmu, Yu mo iHcmumyyiliHi, YU KoprnopamusHi, Yu iHOUBIOYasIbHI,
MOBUHHI 2apaHmysamu, W0 ixHi Oif He 3a2poxyromsb 6e3neyi I0OUHU.

Besneka /o0OUHU SIK K/IK040BUL hakmop MiXKHapoOHo20 eymaHimapHoz20 npasa (MITI)
nepedbayae BUBYEHHSI MO20, SIK MPUHYUMU ma npakmuka 6e3neku /II0UHU Crpusiiomb
pO38UMKY ma peasizayii MXHapooHO20 2yMaHimapHo20 rpasa.

Knrodosi cnosa: besneka /ito0uUHU, 2yMaHimapHe npaso, 38im fpo /1l00CbKUll pO3BUMOK,
A3sepbalioxaH, Kapabax.
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