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MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION IN THE PROFESSION-ORIENTED
TRAINING OF PRE-SERVICE EDUCATORS OF PRE-SCHOOL
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

The article presents a theoretical analysis of the problem related to polycultural
(multicultural) education in the profession-oriented training of pre-service educators
of pre-school education institutions; the approaches of scientists to the definition of the
phenomenon “polycultural (multicultural) education” within a multicultural society
have been summarized, the essence of multicultural competence in the training under
focus has been specified; a set of multicultural background knowledge, skills, abilities,
value orientations necessary for living in a multicultural society has been revealed; a
survey of applicants majoring in 012 Pre-school education was conducted after their
pre-school practice at establishments of pre-school education to determine the state of
multicultural competence development, substantiation of the pedagogical conditions
for the development of multicultural competence of pre-school educators has been
figured out as perspectives of further research.

Keywords: polycultural (multicultural) education, profession-oriented training,

pre-service educators of pre-school educational institutions.
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In today’s globalized world, in the context of Ukraine’s integration into the
global European space, the problem of tolerant interaction with representatives of
different cultures is gaining importance. The consequences of these processes are
reflected in the need to prepare a person for life in a rapidly changing multicultural
society which increases as a result of the openness of borders, the forced migration of
people under conditions of a full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war, and the establishment
of international relations. The need for tolerant coexistence of ethnic and national
communities requires a reform of the education system, which will allow taking into
account national (ethnic) differences, value orientations in accordance with the
requests of ethno-cultural groups of the population, will correspond to world trends in
the content of profession-oriented training of pre-service educators of pre-school
education institutions possessing an appropriate level of multicultural competence.

Thus, the task of modern training intended for future specialists of pre-school
education is to form their ability to work within a multicultural society, to establish
interaction with representatives of different cultures, to have practical skills of
intercultural communication, to raise children’s respect for different cultures.

The substantiation of the need for the development of multicultural education in
Ukraine is also reflected in normative and legal documents, in particular, the
Constitution of Ukraine, the Laws of Ukraine “On Education” (2017), “On Higher
Education” (2014), “On Pre-school Education” (2001), the Strategic Plan of the
Ministry of Education and Culture of Ukraine until 2027 (2024), the Basic Component
of Pre-school Education (2021), etc.

Thus, in the strategic plan of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Ukraine
until 2027 [1], it is noted that education in Ukraine should prepare citizens for active
participation in the globalized world based on the principles of tolerance and
intercultural communication [1].

The problem of multicultural education and the formation of multicultural
competence of specialists is highlighted in the works of Ukrainian (N. Borysko,
N. Velychko, T. Veretenko, O. Dubasensuk, I. Kozubovska, R. Kravets, O. Popova,
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L. Sultanova, et al.) and foreign scholars (J. Baxter, J. Banks, J. Graf, A. Cutler, J. Lei,
S. Stempleski).

In order to substantiate the essence of the concept “multicultural education”, let
us turn to terminological sources.

In the International Encyclopaedia of Education, the concept “multicultural
education” is defined as a pedagogical process in which two or more cultures that differ
in linguistic, ethnic, national or racial characteristics coexist [2].

The Ukrainian dictionary of foreign terms interprets the defined phenomenon as
a component of general education aimed at better understanding of other cultures,
establishment of partnership relations, achievement of mutual understanding between
representatives of different cultures, education in the spirit of non-violence and
religious tolerance [3].

According to N. Shulga, multicultural education is education that corresponds to
the principle of cultural pluralism, recognition of the equality of all ethnic and social
groups, and non-discrimination of people based on national or religious affiliation,
gender or age [4].

In the viewpoint of L. Sultanova, multicultural education is a component of the
modern system of higher education aimed at forming a “person of culture” capable of
working with knowledge, with different types of thinking, with ideas of different
cultures [5, p. 33].

Scholars (O. Bezpalko, T. Veretenko) note that multicultural education saves
from cultural illiteracy, stereotypes and prejudices, silencing ‘“‘uncomfortable”
questions. The leading goals of multicultural education, in compliance with the
scholars, are: meeting the educational needs of representatives of all ethnic groups;
preparing young people for life within a multi-ethnic society. The above particularities
determine the observance of pedagogical tasks, namely: knowledge of the history and
culture of person’s native compatriots; understanding of the diversity of cultures in
Ukraine and the world, understanding and internal acceptance of the equality of
peoples and the equality of their cultures, fostering a positive attitude to cultural

differences as a factor in the progressive development of world civilization and self-
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realization of an individual; fostering a positive attitude towards cultural differences,
which ensure the progress of all humanity and contribute to self-realization of an
individual; creation of conditions for the integration of students into the cultures of
other nations; development of abilities and skills of productive interaction with
representatives of different cultures; formation of positive value orientations of an
individual towards the cultural heritage of Ukraine and other nations; creating a
multicultural environment as a basis for the interaction of an individual with elements
of other cultures; formation of the student’s ability to personal cultural self-
determination [6].

Thus, most scientists agree that multicultural education is the acquisition of
knowledge about the culture of one’s country and other countries of the world for
spiritual enrichment, tolerant attitude towards representatives of other cultures,
formation of practical skills and abilities of intercultural communication.

In the study, we consider the phenomenon “multicultural education” as
mastering a certain range of abilities and skills with the help of which a pre-service
educator of a pre-school educational institution can successfully communicate with
partners of other cultures both in everyday and professional contexts.

As for the structure of multicultural education, it should, in our opinion, include
cognitive, linguistic, ethical and professional components that are interconnected.

1) The cognitive (basic) component — assumes that would-be teachers of pre-
school education institutions have knowledge of the history and culture of their people;
the diversity of cultures in Ukraine and the world; it is aimed at fostering a positive
attitude towards cultural differences.

2) The linguistic component — is aimed at mastering specific linguistic features
and differences that exist between representatives of different cultures, taking them into
account in the process of communication; prevention of ambiguous language
expressions, communication barriers.

3) The ethical component — involves the understanding by pre-service pre-school
educators of the ethical norms that exist among representatives of different cultures

and taking them into account in the process of communication.
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4) The profession- and activity-centred component — is the abilities to apply
acquired knowledge in various situations of profession-oriented communication, to
establish productive interpersonal interaction with representatives of different cultures.

The importance of multicultural competence for a pre-service preschool
educator is also reflected in the professional standard “Educator of a Pre-school
Education Institution” [7]. The Document emphasizes the formation of cultural
competence, which includes the ability to show respect and value Ukrainian national
culture, to respect diversity and multiculturalism in society; to express national and
cultural identity [7].

Let us consider what the implementation of some elements of multicultural
education looks like in practice in the training system of students majoring in 012 “Pre-
school Education” at Ushynsky University.

According to the curriculum and educational and professional program of
specialty 012 “Pre-school Education”, first-year students study such academic
disciplines as: “Ukrainian language for professional orientation”, “Foreign language
for professional orientation”, “History of Ukraine and Ukrainian culture”,
“Philosophy”, “Introduction to the specialty”, etc. Table 1 presents the content of the
educational disciplines that ensure the formation of multicultural education of pre-
service pre-school educators.

Table 1.
Contents of educational disciplines that ensure the formation of

multicultural education of pre-service pre-school educators

Ne Title of an academic The contents of the academic disciplines
discipline
l. Ukrainian language forBasic units of communication. Language interaction.

professional orientation |[Normative, communicative, aesthetic aspects of intercultural
communication. Communication barriers. Language culture in|
foreign language communication

2. Foreign language for{The connection between language and society. Speech activity.
professional orientation |[Verbal communication peculiarities of representatives of]
different cultures. Morphology and syntax in an intercultural
context

3. History of Ukraine andThe essence and content of the concept “culture”. Functions
Ukrainian culture of culture. The structure of culture, its forms; the role of
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national culture in society. Ukrainian culture in the context of

the world culture. The main cultural regions of the world.

Cultural and national movements in Ukraine

4. Philosophy Philosophical concepts of culture, language, thinking,
dialogue as philosophical categories. The formation of a
scientific worldview from the perspective of understanding the
intercultural environment. Moral and aesthetic values, their]
role. Global problems of modernity in an intercultural context
S. Introduction  to  the[The study of the main principles of modernization of preschool
specialty education in the intercultural context. Academic mobility of]
pre-school educators. The purpose and tasks of fostering a
culture of international communication. Sociocultural
upbringing and development of preschool-aged children in
different countries. Social education values of representatives
of different cultures

The analysis of the methodological support for multicultural education in the
process of professional training of pre-service pre-school educators showed that
sufficient attention is paid to this issue in institutions of pre-school education. In
addition, inter-subject, integrated connections are observed between academic
disciplines, which contributes to the systematization of knowledge, an integrative way
of thinking, since the learning of one discipline is based on the knowledge of the
previous one.

Practice plays an important role in the process of profession-oriented training
intended for pre-service pre-school educators. During the course of work-placed
pedagogical practice in preschool-aged groups in preschool age groups, the students
paid much attention to the ability to establish interpersonal interaction with children,
parents, educators on the basis of humanistic personal qualities, such as sincerity,
openness, pedagogical tact, tolerance, empathy; value orientations of the future
educator, which he/she chooses to solve professional tasks under conditions of
intercultural interaction; the ability to imagine oneself in the place of some other person,
to accept his/her worldview, to understand his/her intentions and actions.

In order to determine the proficiency state of multicultural competence among
pre-service educators of preschool educational institutions, we conducted a survey of
the third-year students majoring in 012 “Pre-school Education” after they had

undergone work-placed pedagogical practice in kindergartens in groups of pre-
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schoolers.

Let us analyse the obtained results.

Regarding the survey question “What difficulties did you experience during the
work-placed practice?”, the majority (63.2%) of students noted that they experienced
difficulties in establishing interpersonal interaction with parents; 37.2% felt insecure
about their actions; 28.4% of students do not have enough practical skills of
interpersonal communication within a multicultural educational environment of the
institution of pre-school education.

The next question was aimed at finding out what skills and abilities of working
within a multicultural educational environment the students acquired during the
pedagogical practice in the institution of pre-school education. The received answers
proved that 45.6% of the students learned how to solve communicative tasks in difficult,
unpredictable situations of profession-based communication; 32.5% — to establish a
benevolent style of relations with children and parents; 23.4% — followed the culture
of speech and the rules of etiquette communication according to the situation.

To the question “Do you consider yourself prepared to work within a
multicultural environment of a preschool education institution?”, we received the
answers as follows: 34.2% of students consider themselves “completely prepared”;
55.6% — “insufficiently prepared”; 10.2% — could not definitely answer this question.

The analysis of the questionnaires proved that the students have sufficient
theoretical knowledge and developed practical skills that allow them to act in various
situations of professional communication within a multicultural environment.

Summing up, we can say that multicultural education is an important task of
professional training intended for pre-service pre-school educators and is considered
as a pedagogical process aimed at deepening students’ multicultural knowledge, skills,
practical abilities, value orientations necessary for life in a modern multicultural society,
and 1s implemented in their ability to effectively solve profession-oriented tasks in the
process of interaction with representatives of different cultures. The formed
multicultural competence will allow the pre-service pre-school educators to effectively

interact with all participants of the educational process in an institution of pre-school
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education, to realize the importance of transmitting culture to the future generation
through their assimilation of reliable scientific knowledge, the formation of a positive
attitude towards both their ethnic group and representatives of other peoples and their
cultures.

The perspectives of further scientific research are seen in the substantiation of
pedagogical conditions for the formation of multicultural competence of pre-service
pre-school educators.
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