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TRANSFORMATION OF THE VALUE SYSTEM IN THE CONDITIONS 

OF VIRTUALIZATION OF SOCIETY 

 

The virtualization of society affects all social spheres of life, at the same time 

affecting the understanding of values, human relations with nature, problems of human 

survival and ways to solve these problems. A new worldview is being formed, touching 

the mass consciousness, which reflects the progress of civilization and the place of man 

in it. 

V. Voronkova notes that in the digitalized society and the society of the fourth 

industrial revolution, systemic and deep changes are taking place that affect all spheres 

of life and serve as the driving forces that generate new megatrends in society, business, 

economy, and the individual dimension of human life, caused by deep transformation. 

The fourth industrial revolution provides us with the values of a longer, healthier and 

more active life [1, p. 32]. O. Kaminska claims that the influence of the Internet on the 

value orientations of young people is especially noticeable. At the same time, the focus 

on immersion in virtual reality comes to the fore, while relationships with loved ones, 

orientation to professional growth, training, etc. become secondary for the individual, 

and with the development of addiction - completely unimportant [3]. If in the industrial 

era in the conditions of the capitalist economy property and capital were of decisive 

importance, then in the information society there is a transition to a service economy, 

when the sphere of services begins to play a significant role, and primarily information 

services [2, p. 31]. Therefore, the problem of transformation of the value system in the 

conditions of virtualization of society occupies a special place, because it indicates the 

deformation of the personal qualities of a person. 

First of all, one of the first values of the virtualization of social processes is 

virtual space, which leads to the emergence of new virtual transformational 

technologies that create a new techno-economic model of civilization. The path to the 

virtual development of society is primarily paved by rapid processes of informatization 
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and computerization of the economy. At the same time, the main technical feature of 

the virtual space is its creation of a model of reality, with which you can work as a 

living substance and thereby change the entire appearance of the production process, 

training, recreation, communication and other social processes. 

The virtual space is like an additional social world in which a teenager reveals 

individual differences from others, as well as expresses personal aspirations and 

evaluates social behavior, which usually does not exist in real life. "The artificial 

informational and symbolic environment affects the process of formation of the 

personal value-meaning system, which is the regulator of the individual's behavior. The 

activity of users in the perception of alternatives in the virtual space is connected with 

the desire of individuals to realize their "I", their creative potential. It should be noted 

here that the desire to compensate for the lack of a coherent and harmonious social 

reality is one of the main reasons for the spread of virtual reality" - says Ph.D. Vlasenko 

Fedir in the scientific article "Virtual reality as a space for individual socialization" [5, 

р. 57].  

Today, virtual space is gradually relegating such classic institutions of 

socialization as the family, the environment and educational institutions to second 

place due to its popularity, easy accessibility and comprehensive influence precisely 

on the value orientations that are intensively formed in childhood, youth and youth 

(that is, it is the full first and partially the second stage of socialization). Because the 

same family members or circle of friends also become users and unconscious 

consumers of virtual space values [4, р. 110].  

The Internet, first of all, creates a special form of realization of the value of 

freedom. The user has the right to independently choose information from various 

sources, the circle of those with whom he intends to communicate. There is freedom to 

accept or reject certain rules that are established by different groups of users. It is 

possible to single out a special freedom of anonymous interaction with other subjects 

of the Internet space. A person not only has the right not to indicate his main socio-

demographic, professional and other characteristics, but can also assume various roles 

in a playful way, which creates a special freedom of thought in various options for self-

realization and self-affirmation [6, р. 367].  

For young active users of the Internet, orientation towards "status values" related 

to leadership, power, authority, etc. is characteristic. This may be related to the comfort 

factors of the Internet as a space of everyday life, and to the fact that the virtual 

"demonstration" of achieving success and status is instrumentally easier in the Internet 

space than in real life. 

Virtual space affects the structure of building interpersonal relationships in 

adolescence. Internet communication includes a person's perception of himself, his 

interests, hobbies, position in society, characterizes the internal and external aspects of 

personal identity. the dominant values for the respondents are: "independence", 

"achievement", "benevolence". Adolescents are focused on independent thinking, the 

choice of methods of action in creativity, and research activity. Independence as a value 
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is derived from the need for self-control and self-governance, as well as from the 

interactional needs for autonomy and independence. Prosocial values such as 

"kindness" are the value orientations for the test subjects. The benevolence underlying 

it is focused on well-being and interaction with loved ones [5, p. 58]. 

Modern technological innovations lead to an increase in a person's free time and 

thereby contribute to the expansion of the entertainment industry. Moreover, 

devaluation of external values allows a person to focus more on himself. This affects 

the value preferences of people, the main ones of which are the acquisition of various 

knowledge and education, but they are not valued on their own, but as a means of career 

growth and obtaining a high income. 

The loss of traditional values contributes to the fact that human life becomes 

chaotic, fleeting and with an uncertain future. In this connection, the role of welcoming, 

hedonistic values increases. In this case, the Internet is considered by modern people 

first of all as an entertainment space, and then as an information resource. The 

traditional pleasures of users are communication and games, which eventually lead to 

the emergence of Internet addiction. 
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