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Lesya Ukrainka is a brilliant master of landscapes in literature. But the description of 

nature is not just an artistic means in her poetry. The landscapes have not only an aesthetic 
function to decorate a literary work, they reveal the meaning and idea of the work. A great 
example of this would be her play “Forest Song”. 

The natural world takes center stage in the famous drama “Forest Song” by Lesya 
Ukrainka. We can see the beautiful description of a spring forest already in prologue at the 
beginning of the work: “Старезний, густий, предковічний ліс на Волині. Посеред лісу 
простора галява з плакучою березою…” [5, p. 160] Then detailed description continues: 
“Містина вся дика, таємнича, але не понура, - повна ніжної, задумливої поліської 
краси.” [5, p. 161] From the very beginning we can feel that this is not just territory. 
Everything here has soul and meaning. 

Lesya Ukrainka brilliantly produced both prosaic and poetic ladscapes. There are also 
a lot of poetic description of nature in the speech of the characters: 

“ Потім, на світанні, як біляві хмари 
стануть покрай неба, мов ясні отари, 
що холодну воду п`ють на тихім броді…” [5, p. 185] 

We can see, that nature is capable of feeling and suffering: 
“Уже ж мене пошарпано, 
всі квітоньки загарбано, 
всі квітоньки-зірниченьки 
геть вирвано з пшениченьки! 
Мак мій жаром червонів, 
а тепер він почорнів, 
наче крівця пролилася, 
в борозенці запеклася…” [5, p. 213] 

There are many mystical characters in the drama. They symbolize the magical powers 
of nature and its spirituality. For example, Mermaid says about love: 

“Кохання – як вода, - плавке та бистре, 
рве, грає, пестить, затягає й топить. 
Де пал – воно кипить, а стріне холод – 
cтає мов камінь.” [5, p. 224] 
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Love is compared to water, because love is an element , like water and also one of the 
main elements of nature. 

The whole drama is permeated with descriptions of nature, but its main symbol is the 
character Mavka. This is a mystical creature, the soul of the forest,  the central character of 
the drama, the favourite and close image for Lesya Ukrainka. Mavka is unusual in everything: 
appearance, characteristics, behavior, feelings: 

“як дівчина… ба ні, хутчій як панна, 
бо й руки білі, і сама тоненька, 
і якось так убрана не по-наськи… 
А чом же в тебе очі не зелені? 
Та ні, тепер зелені… а були, 
як небо сині… О! Тепер вже сиві, 
як тая хмара… ні, здається, чорні 
чи, може, карі…” [5, p. 175] 

Thus Mavka`s beloved describes her extraordinary appearance, that is beautiful and 
changeable like the spring weather. Her feelings are strong and deep, her speech is 

correct and poetic: 
“Не зневажай душі своєї цвіту, 
бо з нього виросло кохання наше! 
Той цвіт від папороті чарівнішій – 
він скарби творить, а не відкриває. 
У мене мов зродилось  друге серце, 
як я його пізнала. В ту хвилину 
огнисте диво сталося…» [5, p. 210] 

Mavka feels a deep kinship with nature, she is nature itself in all its glory. She is 
amazing, eternal and every time she is reborn again: 

“Легкий, пухкий попілець 
ляже, вернувшись, в рідну землицю, 
вкупі з водою там зростить вербицю, 
стане початком тоді мій кінець.” [5, p. 253] 

Mavka`s love and soul are also eternal. Everyone knows these famous lines: 
“ Ні! Я жива! Я буду вічно жити! 
Я в серці маю те, що не вмирає.” [5, p. 230] 

She feels strong and free and utters impressive and exciting words: 
“…ніяка сила в світі 
не дасть мені бажання забуття.” [5, p. 231] 

The natural world is very harmonious. The forest and its inhabitants are a family for 
Mavka. She also feels harmony with the human world. But people have completely different 
relationships with her. These relationships can be compared to the attitude of people to 
nature: there is always conflict there. People conflict with each other too. There is no 
harmony in their world and for this reason they suffer. The natural world, on the contrary, 
is depicted as ideal. 

This is a love drama, a play about love for all living thing, about empathy and strong 
emotions, but, unfortunately, it ends sadly. There is an idea that nature should not be only a 
resource for humans. We need to recognize the vulnerability and fragility of the world 
around us. We will feel happier and kinder if we get closer to nature. In our time the brilliant 
work by Lesya Ukrainka does not lose relevance. It reveals the topic of ecology and respect 
for nature. 
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