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IMPOBJEMA CMEPTI TA BE3CMEPTA Y HOBICTII. KBITKU-OCHOB’SITHEHKA
«KOHOTOIICBKA BIIBMA»

Y oaniti cmammi enepwie npoananizosana ginocoghcoka npodorema cmepmi ma bescmepms y nogicmi
VKpaincvbko2o nucomennuxka ma ¢inocoga I pueopia Keimku-Ochnog sinenka « Konomoncwka 6iobmay.

AxmyanvHicmsb 00CTIOHNCEHHS APSYMEHMOBAHA MUM, WO CYYACHL TH0OU HCUBYMDb ) (inocoghcoKui
uac e30mepuKu, Konu 8i0bMu ma YaxkayHu 3 OUMAYUX KA30K CIArOmb PedibHiCMI0 Cb0200eHHSs SIK Ha
Ginocogcoromy, max i Ha NCUXOLOLIYHOMY PIBHSX.

Aoorce moouna, saKka camoioeHmuikye cebe 5K i0bMY YU YAKIYHA, MPAHCHOPMYEMbC HA PIGHI
ocobucmocmi y nepcomy epanuynoeo oymms (6 mepminonoeii H. Xamimosa).

Biovomcmeo ma uaxknyncmeo nawiux OHi6 — ye He npocmo cyoKyibmypa, 0ani henomeHu nioHima-
toms ¢inocoghcoky npodremy cmepmi ma bezcmepms 0cOOUCOCHI.

Bunuxarome ginocoghcoki 3anumannsa. Llnsax 6iobmu — ye wnax 0o bescmepms yu neOymms?
Yomy n100u x0uymuv yaxiyeamu ma 3axX0NI00MbCA MA2I€o, abo Hasimb YaHamuyHo HCugyms e3o-
mepuxor? Moociuso ye «emeua 6i0 pearvrocmiy 3a E. @pommom? Bionosicmu na yi numarHs
Modice inocoghcoka anmpononocis ma QinocoghcoKo-aHmponoiociuti O0CIIOHCEHHS.

Mema cmammi — npoananizyeamu npoonremy cmepmi ma oOezcmepms 6 nogicmi I Keimku-
OcHos ’sinenxa «Konomoncoka 8iovmay.

Memoou. Bionosiono 0o nocmasieHoi memu asmop GUKOPUCANA KIACUYHI (inocoghcoKi
Memoou — aHai3, CUHmMe3s, y3a2aibHeHHs Ma Memoo 2epMeHesmuKu 01 docniodxcents «Konomon-
CbKOI 8I0bMUY.

Jocrionuysa 0oxooumsv euchosky, wo «Konomoncoka eiobmay I pueopin Keimku-OcHos sinenko
nioHimae npobremy cmepmi ma 6e3cmepms, KA NOAAeAE 6 MOMY, Wo be3cmepms ocobucmocmi
HEMOJCIUBO OO0CASHYMU 3d 0ONOMO2010 4OpHOi Mazlii ma eidbomcmea. Bce me, wo nauakioeamo
AHeooxoro 3ydouxoro, K mo KOXAHH:, 61a0d, MamepianvHi o1aza, — ide npaxom ma WissXom HeOymmsi.
Tomy ginocoghcokuil cenc « Konomoncokoi 8iobmu» nonsieac 8 momy, wo 8 no8icmi MOJ*CHa nobasumu
C8IMO2I0 MO204acHux nooetl, 0l AKUX 8I0bOMCMBE0 — ye mabdy, 3a sKe HeMuHyde 6yoe no2ana po3-
niama.

Tonosna eepoins konHomoncovka 8iobma Hedoxa 3youxa — ye 100uHa epanuyHo2o bymms (6 mep-
minonoeii H. Xamimosa), sixa sipume 8 Modicaugicmes Oezcmepms 100CbKoi ocobucmocmi, ane npu
YbOMY Y Hel € CB0€ anbmepHamueHe bauenHs npooiemu cmepmi ma bescmepms 8i0 nepeciyHux nooei
oyoennozo oymms. /[ns Asooxu 3youxu uopna maeis ma 8iobomMcmeo — ye uliiax 00 b6e3cmepnisi 0co-
oucmocmi.

Knrwouosi cnosa: cmepmo, 6ezcmepms, ocooucmicme, 1. Keimrxa-Ocnog anenko, «Konomoncoka
8iobMay.

Beryn. Mu xuBemo y (dimocodchkuil yac €30TE€pUKM, KOMM BIIbMH Ta YakIyHH 3 JUTS-
YMX Ka30K, CTAlOTh PEANbHICTIO CHOTOACHHS SIK Ha (inocodcbkoMy, Tak 1 Ha MCHXOJIOTIYHOMY
piBHSX.

AJpKe monuHa, sika caMoiieHTU(IKye cebe K BiAbMY YU YakilyHa, TPaHC(OPMYETbCS Ha PiBHI
0CcOOMCTOCTI y MepCcoHy rpaHudHOro OyTTs (B Tepminoiorii H. Xamitosa) [4].

BigpoMCTBO Ta 4akJIyHCTBO HAIIMX JIHIB — I1€ HE IPOCTO CyOKYNbTYpa, NaHi (P)eHOMEHH ITiTHIMa-
10Th (inocodcbKy mpobiemMy cMepTi Ta 6e3cMepTsi 0COOUCTOCTI.

HInax BigbMu — 11e nUIAX 10 6e3cMepTs uu HeOyTTs? YoMy JItoaM XOUyTh YaKITyBaTH Ta 3aXOILTIO-
IOTHCS Mari€ro, abo HaBiTh (PaHATUYHO KUBYTH €30TEPUKOI0? MOXKIIMBO 1I€ «BTeYa Bifl PEaIbHOCTI»
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3a E. ®pommowm [3]? Biamosictu Ha 11i MUTaHHS MOXe ¢iocodchka aHTpornooris Ta Gpi1ocodchbKo-
AQHTPOIIOJIOTTYHI JOCIIIKECHHS.

MoskHa 0Ty CTUTH, 1110 (110cOo(ChKa aHTPOIIOJIOT IS — 1€ 0COOIMBA HayKa, sIKa CKIaJaeThCs 3 €30-
TEPUKHU, €JIEMEHTIB OKYJIBTU3MY Ta 3araJlbHOBH3HAHUX METONOJIOTIH (pitocopcrkoro 3HaHH. | 1boro
HE BapTO COPOMUTHCS. AJKe e30TeprKa — Iie 1 € pinocodchbka HayKa, sSKa CIIUPAIOYNCh HA METaaH-
tponosorito H. XawmitoBa Ta 1H111 TeOpii 0COOUCTOCTI, apTyMEHTY€E Ta JI0BOJUTH TIIOTETUYHY MOXK-
JIMBICTbH 1ICHYBaHHS HAJANPUPOJHUX SIBUIL HE B OyIEHHOMY, a B CBITOIVISIIHOMY, TPAaHUYHOMY Ta MeTa-
rpaHrndHOMY OyTTi ((imocodebki kaTeropii metaanTpomnosorii H. Xamitosa) [4].

E3orepuune, ¢inocodcbko-aHTPONOIOTIYHE, METAAHTPOIJIOTIUHE 3HAHHS I10B’sI3aHE Hampsmy
3 (heHOMEHaMHM CMEPTi Ta 6e3CMepTH.

Mpu nepekoHaHi, 10 JUIS KPalloro OCATHEHHs MPOOJeMH CMEpTi Ta 0e3CMepTs, a Takox ¢iyo-
co(pCHKOTO 3MICTY €30TepHKH 1 (DEHOMEHIB BIJIOMCTBA Ta YaKIyHCTBA SK HAYKOBHX MPOOIEM, CIIiJT
3BEpTaTHUCS 10 aHaJi3y TBOPIB YKPATHCHKOI JITepaTypH.

OnuH 3 HAWOUTBII TIMOWHHUX IEAEBPIB BITUYM3HIHOI (pitocodchbkoi AyMKH mpo digocodiro
Ta MCHUXOJIOTIIO BigbMU € 1oBicTh [ KBiTkn-OcHOB’ssHeHKa « KOHOTOIIChKA BIIBMAa)).

OTxe, MeTa JJaHOi CTaTTI — MpoaHaIi3yBaT pobdiaeMy cMepti Ta 6ezcmepts B noBicTi I. KBiTku-
OcHoB’ssHenka «KoHOTOIChbKA BiAbMa.

Metoau. BiamoBimHO 10 TMOCTaBIEHOI METH MM BHUKOPUCTANIM KJIAcH4HI  (inocodcebki
METONIM — aHaji3, CHHTE3, y3araJbHEeHHS Ta METOJ] TEPMEHEBTUKH [T TOCIiKeHHS « KoHOTOIIChKOT
BIILMM.

Buknan ocHoBHoro marepiaiy. 11{0o6 3po3yMiTH CyTh TOTO YH 1HIIOTO JITEPATypPHOTO TBOPY
1 fioro ¢inocodcrkuii 3MICT, CIif] CIIOYATKy AT BU3HAUEHHS, XTO JK € aBTOp Ta sKa HOro KOpOTKa
6iorpadis. 3rigHo 3 Bikineniero, I'puropiit @enoposuu KBiTka-OCHOB’SIHEHKO — 11€ «yKpaiHChKUN
MUCHbMEHHUK, JKypHAIICT 1 IpaMaTypr. OCHOBOIOIIOKHHUK YKPaiHCHKOI KIIACHYHOI IPO3H.

... Haponuscst 1778 poky B ceni OcHoBa, mo0nn3y micta XapkoBa, B pOJHMHI YKPaiHCHKOTO JIBO-
psHcTBa. [lounHaroun JiTepaTypHy Kap €py, BiH B3siB co01 nceBAOHIM «OCHOB’THEHKO» 3a Ha3BOIO
cena, 1e BiH HapoauBCs» [5].

OTxe, aBTOop «KOHOTOINCHKOT BiIbMI» — YKPaiHChKUI MUCbMEHHUK Ta TBopellb. A «KoHoTomnchka
BiIbMa» — 1€ «CaTMpH4YHa (paHTACTHUYHA TOBICTh YKpaiHChKOro nuchbMeHHuka Ipuropis KBiTku-
OcHoB’siHeHKa, Harucana B 1833 poui Ta onmy6nikoBana B 1837 pori» [6].

Ha name nepekoHaHHS, 1 MOBICTh yHIKaJbHA TUM, IO J03BOJIE€ TOOAYUTH TICUXOJIOTIIO TOTO-
JacHOI yKpaiHChKOi BigpbMH. AJKe rosioBHa repoins fIBmoxa 3yOmxa — Ie KJIacCMYHA yKpaiHChbKa
YaKITyHKa, SKa CITY)KUTh CHUJIaM TEMPSIBH, SIKi B TIEPITY YePTy aCOLIIOIOTHCS 3 IPEBHIM S3HYHUIITBOM,
1 BXK€ JIUIIE TIOTIM 3 XPUCTUSHCTBOM.

Posnounnaetbes inocodebka MoBicTh 3 TOro, Mo MukuTta 3a0pbhoxa — MaH COTHUK KOHOTOTI-
CHKUI1, CHJIIB IOXMYPHUI Ta CyMHUH 3 HEUECAHOIO TOJIOBOIO Ta PO3XPUCTAHOIO COpouKoto. [TpuunHoro
H0T0 JIeib He JENPECUBHOIO cTaHy OyiIo Te, 110 XopyHxkiBHa OJieHa, SKy BiH KOXaB Ta XOTIB B3STH 32
CBOIO JIPYKUHY, BIZIMOBHJIACS] BUXOIUTH 32 HHOTO 3aMDK Ta B 3HAaK BiZIMOBH, Aana iiomy rapOys3a [1].

Otxe, I KBiTka-OCHOB’STHEHKO MiAHIMAE TeMy HeEpO3AiUIeHoro koxaHHsa. Came Hepo3IiieHe
KOXaHHS Ma€ TaKy pyWHIBHY CHITY, IIIO MOKE€ 3BE€CTH 3 pO3yMY JIFOWHY Ta BIAPABUTH i1 1O JTOTIOMOTY
X04 J10 camoro JlusBona, auie O KOXaHHs CTajlo B3aEMHE.

Hani croxkeT «KOHOTONCHKOT BiABMUY» MPOAOBXKYETHCS HACTYITHUM YUHOM. «II0KM COTHUK CUIUTH
yAO0Ma, 10 HbOTO IpUXoauTh nucap ITicTpsik 3 nanuiiero, mo3Ha4eHO0 HaCiuKaMu, 110 BKa3yIOTh Kijlb-
KICTh KO3aKiB Y COTHIi; OJIHAK, 3J1aMaBIII{ MAJIMITI0, BHOCSYH 11 O XaTH, BiH CIIOYATKy HETPABUIHHO
MiApaxoBy€e KUIbKICTh KO3aKiB. BusBuBImM moMmiky, 3a0pboxa BucMitoe [licTpska mepen coTHeEr,
oOpaskaroun fioro. HeaoB3i 3 UepHIriBCHKOTO MOJIKY PUXOAUTH HaKa3 BUCTYNATH B IOX1/1, ajle MHcap
BIJIMOBJISIETHCSI BUKOHATH HAKA3 1 MUILIE JIUCTA, B SKOMY CIIOBIIAE IOJIK, 1110 KO3aKU HE MOXYTh IpH-
it 1o Konorona, ToMy 1110 BOHM TOBMHHI BJIAIITYBaTH MOMIOBAHHS Ha BiiboM, 00 y KoHoToI1 1aBHO
He Oyro goury» [6].

3 1IbOr0 MU MOXKEMO 3pOOUTH BHCHOBOK, IO 3TiAHO 3 (iT0COPCHKOI0 METOMOJIOTIEI0 METaaH-
tporutoris H. XamitoBa, corHuk 3abproxa Ta nucap IlicTpsk — me monu rpaHudHoro OyTTs [2].
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3a0pbroxa, X04 1 COTHUK, JIIOOUTH BJIaIaplOBaTH HaJ IHIITUMHU, ajie PO3yMOBO BiH HE JIy’K€ PO3BUHYTHH,
a ot nucap IlicTpsik — aronuHa po3yMHa, ajie Mmija Ta MCTHBA.

OTtxe, Mukuta YnacoBud 3a0pboxa ciiyXae JyKaBy Mopaay mucaps i Ha HaCTyITHHIA IeHb TTOYHHAE
«TIONTIOBAHHS Ha BIABOMY, sIKE 1 MiAHIMAE MpodiemMy cMepTi Ta 6e3cMeptsi B « KOHOTOMChKIH BibMi».
«HacTynHoro nHs 615 cTaBKa 30MpaeTbest Bce MicTo. [Trcap cxonuB KUTBKOX KIHOK (HioMy g0mIOMO-
IJIM CIIYTU COTHUKA, — IpuM. B.VY.), migo3proBaHux y ToMmy, 1110 BOHU BIJbMH, 1 IPU3HAYAE MIEPEBIPKY:
KO’KHY JKIHKY KHJIal0Th Y BOJY, 1 SIKIIIO BOHA ITOTOHE, TO HE BiJIbMa, a SIKIIO BIXKUBE, TO BibMa. bararo
JKIHOK THHE Y BoJli. BinmbMoro BusiBisieThes SIBnoxa 3youxa, sika CIIOKIHHO TUTMBE 10 Boi. Po3modeHi
YOJIOBIKM MOYasu ii OutH, ane SIBmoxa 3a JI0MOMOTOO YapiB pATyeThCs [6].

XO0JIOMHOKPOBHICTh MUCAPS JOBOJUTH HAM T€, 10 IHTEIEKT JFOMHU — I1€ HE TOKa3HUK i1 MOpabHO-
eTnyHOoi cdepu, nrcap B OyneHHOMY OyTTi — YyIOBHCHKO Ta MOpaJbHA MOTBOPA, SKUW Ci€ CMEpTh
HEBUHHUM JIFOJISIM.

Takox Bpa)karOTh CBOEIO HEPO3YMHICTh Ta 0€3KabHICTIO OUTBIIICTD )KUTEIIB CEJIa, IO € JIOAbMU
OynenHoro OyTTst B Tepminoiorii H. XawmitoBa [2], amke BOHU T03BOJISIOTH TOIUTH, TOOTO BOMBATH
HEBUHHUX JKIHOK, SIKHX 3BUHYBauylOTh Y YaKIyHCTBI. /{151 HEpO3yMHOro coTHHKa 3a0pbOXU CMEPTh
HEBUHHUX KIHOK — I1€ «IPiOHUIIS» 1 3aMICTh MOKAsHHS 32 CBOi 3JI0YMHHI HAKa3H, BiH 3aXOTIB CKOPHC-
TaTHCSI MMOCITyraMu KOHOTOIICHKOT BibMu SABnoxu 3youxu [1].

CotauK x0ue, 100 BigbMa 3yOnxa mpUBOpOXKHIIA 10 HHOro XopyHkiBHY Oneny. KoHoToncrka Biji-
bMa MOTO/KY€ETHCSI, aJle HACIPaB/Ii BOHA X0Ue MMOMCTUTHCS Ta TIOKapaTH HEPO3YMHOTO Ta JKOPCTOKOTO
3a0pboxy. OTxe, «3abproxa 1 [licTpsik (okpeMo) mpuxoasTh 10 3yOUXH 3 MOAAPYHKAMHU 1 IPOCATH
po jgornomory. BoHa criouatky Haknagae 3akiasaTTs (1 poOuTh Tak, — npuM., B.Y.), mo6 Onena 3axo-
xanacsi B 3a0pboxy 1 3axoTisia BUiTH 3a Hhoro 3amik. Cynas Jlem’ssH XansaBcbKui, KOMHIIHINA KOXa-
Huit OneHu, CUANTH TeNep CyMHUH 1 HEIaCHUM, TOMY 10 BOHA TeNep BUXOIUTH 3aMiXK 3a 1HILIOTO,
ane 3yOuxa mporoHye i iomy gomomorth. 1100 moMcTUTHCS KPUBIHUKAM, BibMa BIAIITOBYE TaK,
mo OlieHa Bce-Taky BUXOJHUTD 3aMiX 3a XalIIBCHKOTO, a 3a0pbhoxa OAPYKYEThCS 3 HAUCTPAIIHILIIO0
niBarHOO B ceini Conoxoro. Hezabapowm micis 1iboro 3a0pboxy 3HIMAIOTh 3 TIOCAAH 32 HEBUKOHAHHS
Haka3iB UepHIriBChKOTO MOJKY, 5K 1 [TicTpsika, a HOBUM COTHHKOM CTa€ XaJasiBCbKU» [6].

AJle He BCce TakK MPOCTO K MOXKe 371aTucs. 3a Bce € cBos miHa. . KBiTka-OCHOB’SHEHKO 3aKiHUY€
tak «KoHoTtomceky Bigbmy»: «A croro moBicTh, a00 Ka3Ky, Ta po3Ka3zyBaB MeHi mokiiHuii [lanac
Mecropa — KoIu 3HA€Te; 1 BOHA JAyXke JT0Bra. Tam € Take, 1mo i man Xansscbkuid, lem’stH Taku Ome-
JSTHOBUY, OT 1[0 HACTAHOBWJIM COTHMKOM Yy CIIaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MicTeukoBi KoHoTomi HamicTh
Muxkuty YinacoBuda rnana 3a0pboxu, AyXKe MIBUIKO MEepe]] HA9aIbCTBOM IIOCH IPOIBUHIPHUB, 1 HOTO
3 COTEHCTBA 3MIHIIH. A ioro xkiHka, cedTo Onena MocumnopHa, o Gyna MaHHA XOPYHXiBHA i rIoTIe-
peny xuna y be3sepxomy xytopi, mo Ha Cyxii banii, Tak mochk Tam... IKOCh-TO... TM! TIpoOpoina...
HE 3Hal0, IO 1 fK... TUITbKK MY)KHK il 1 O9INOK 30MB, yCi ATy mooOpuBaB, i 04l momiaouBas, a gaii
miapizaHy BoAuB 1Mo ychoMy KoHoTomy mo BynuipsiM, a mucapro, 1mo HaMmicThk [Ipokona Puroposuua
[TicTpsika cTaB, MOJIOAMIA MapeHb, COO0I0 YOPHSABUN Ta KPACHBHIA, Ta y35B Ta MIBrOJIOBU HOMY YIIO-
JI0BXK 000puB, Ta i mporHas Bix cebe...» [1].

3 1IbOTO MU MOXKEMO 3aKJIFOUUTH, 110 MOBICTh «KOHOTOTChKA BifbMay Harajaye MaTpHIO IO,
¢inocodcbke Koo, SIKe JEMOHCTPYE YMTA4Y€Bl Pi3HI PIBHI CBITOINISAY TOTOYAaCHUX YKpaiHIIB Ta iX
MarigyHe CBITOCHIPHUHHSATTS 1 BIpy B YaKJIYHCTBO.

YaxsryHCTBO a0 1€ BIJbOMCTBO acoIlitoeThes 3 JJusiBoniom Ta cunamu miTemu, Tomy . KBiTka-
OCHOB’SIHEHKO 1 TOBOPUTBH IPO TE, 110 SIK HACJIIJOK BCe, 110 OyJI0 JOCATHYTE 3a J0MOMOI0I0 YOPHOT
Marii SBnoxu 3yOHxu MIIUIO MpaxoM, a camMa YakJIyHKa ImoMepiia, KoJu XalsiBChKOTrO BiJICTOPOHMIN
3 mocajau coTHuka [1].

BucnoBku. Otxe, «Konoroncbka BiibMa» ['puropis KBiTku-OcHOB’ SIHEHKO MiJHIMAE IpobdiaemMy
cMepTi Ta 6e3cMepTsl, sIKa TOJIATaeE B TOMY, III0 0€3CMEPTS 0COOMCTOCTI HEMOXKIIMBO JIOCSITHYTH 3a
JIOTIOMOTOF0 YOPHOT Marii Ta BilboMcTBa. Bee Te, 1110 HauaksioBaHo SIB1oxoro 3yOuxoro, siKk TO KOXaHHS,
BJIaJla, MaTepiaibHi 61ara, — e mpaxom Ta nuisixoM HeOyTTs. Tomy ¢inocodebkuii cene «Konoror-
CBKOI BiIbLMU» MOJISATA€ B TOMY, 110 B MOBICTI MOXHA MMOOAYUTH CBITOTJISA TOTOYACHUX JIFOACH, st
SKHX BiZIbOMCTBO — I1€ Taly, 3a sike HeMUHYy4e Oyjie moraHa pos3Iuiara.
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l'onoBHa repoiHs KOHOTONChKA BigbMa SIBnoxa 3yOuxa — 1€ JIoAuHa TPaHUYHOTO Oy TTs (B TEpMi-
Honorii H. XamiToBa), sika BipUTh B MOXKIIUBICTb O€3CMEPTS JIFOACHKOT 0COOMCTOCTI, ajie MpU LbOMY
y Hel € CBO€ aJIbTepHaTUBHE OaueHHs MPoOIeMu cMepTi Ta 6e3cMepTs Bij epeciuyHuX Jirosei OyieH-
Horo OyTTs. ns SIBnoxu 3yOuxu yopHa Marist Ta BiJbOMCTBO — I1€ IIJISX 10 0e3CMepPTst 0COOUCTOCTI.
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THE PROBLEM OF DEATH AND IMMORTALITY IN THE STORY “THE WITCH OF
KONOTOP” BY H. KVITKA-OSNOVIANENKO

In this article, for the first time, the philosophical problem of death and immortality in the story
of the Ukrainian writer and philosopher Hryhoriy Kvitka-Osnovyanenko “The Witch of Konotop” is
analyzed.

The relevance of the study is justified by the fact that modern people live in the philosophical time
of esotericism, when witches and sorcerers from children’s fairy tales become the reality of today both
at the philosophical and psychological levels.

After all, a person who self-identifies as a witch or sorcerer is transformed at the level of personality
into a person of boundary existence (in the terminology of N. Khamitov).

Witchcraft and sorcery today is not just a subculture, these phenomena raise the philosophical
problem of death and immortality of personality.

Philosophical questions arise. Is the path of the witch a way to immortality or nonexistence? Why do
people want to cast spells and are fascinated by magic, or even fanatical about esotericism? Perhaps
this is “escape from reality” according to E. Fromm? Philosophical anthropology and philosophical-
anthropological research can answer these questions.
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The purpose of the article is to analyze the problem of death and immortality in H. Kvitka-
Osnovyanenko's story “The Witch of Konotop™.

Methods. In accordance with the set goal, the author used classical philosophical methods —
analysis, synthesis, generalization and the method of hermeneutics for the study of the “The Witch
of Konotop”.

The researcher comes to the conclusion that “The Witch of Konotop” by Hryhoriy Kvitka-
Osnovyanenko raises the issue of death and immortality, which consists in the fact that personal
immortality cannot be achieved with the help of black magic and witchcraft. Everything that was
bewitched by Yavdokha Zubikha, such as love, power, material goods, goes to dust and the path
of nonexistence. Therefore, the philosophical meaning of “The Witch of Konotop” is that in the story
you can see the worldview of the people of that time, for whom witchcraft is a taboo for which there
will inevitably be a bad retribution.

The main character, the Konotop witch Yavdokha Zubykha, is a person of boundary
existence (in the terminology of N. Khamitov), who believes in the possibility of the immortality
of the human personality, but at the same time she has her own alternative vision of the problem
of death and immortality from ordinary people of everyday life. For Yavdokha Zubikha, black magic
and witchcraft are the way to personal immortality.

Key words: death, immortality, personality, H. Kvitka-Osnovyanenko, “The Witch of Konotop ™.



