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PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERSTANDING OF CHINA'S ATTITUDE
TOWARDS THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR

The official media and government agencies support the view that China's
main ideological and economic rival is America, and from this it can be concluded
why, on the information background, China and Russia hold the same opinion.
Namely, the key role of America and NATO in the conflict. It should be noted that
Russia cannot cultivate in China a rhetoric about Nazism and nationalism in Ukraine,
because due to China's pragmatism in international relations, such reasons are
weightless for China and incomprehensible due to the patriotism and unity of its own
state.

The position of China's information and public space regarding the Russian-
Ukrainian war can be stated in one thesis: "Ukraine and Russia are our friends, and
friends are not chosen.” But from the first week of the war, narratives of Russian
propaganda spread in the information space, with almost no mention of information
from Ukrainian sources. With the onset of a new outbreak of Kovid-19 coronavirus
infection in China, news of the war receded into the background. In general, the
rhetoric on information platforms did not change during the war.

Among the reasons for the current position of China, namely, to be in a neutral
position, we can highlight:

1. Chinese pragmatism in international relations with the world is usually
combined with the economy. And this helps China to balance in the interests of the
state. An example is the refusal to impose sanctions on Russia and the use of their
weak position for their own benefit.

2. Ukraine and Russia are important economic partners of China. (It should be
noted that China is one of the most important economic partners of Ukraine as of
2019-2021.).

3. Despite the partnership of China with Ukraine and Russia, a significant place
in the trade and economic picture of the country is also occupied by the United States
and Europe. Western countries that support Ukraine, and China's fears of sanctions
on their part, are holding back China from taking a clear stand in support of Russia.

4. The aggravated situation with Kovid-19 in China is also an economic
problem, which primarily costs the basic food needs related to supplies and is also the
reason for the position of neutrality in Russia's war with Ukraine.

For further review, it is necessary to consider in detail the features of the
information field in China, which has a number of features:
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1. In the territory of the PRC only the internal Internet is used, ie it is allowed
to use only sites controlled by the government.

2. The use of such international social networks as Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, Tik-Tok, and search platforms such as Google is prohibited.

3. China has its own counterparts, which in turn are also used only in the
country and are not loaded abroad.

Based on this information, it becomes clear that the Chinese news and media
do not show the average viewer the horrors that are happening in the world, in this
context, in Ukraine, and partially duplicate the rhetoric of Russian propaganda
channels. This can be explained by the large population of the country, usually, the
government protects the population from negative information in order to maintain
normal mental health and mood of the civilian population, and to maintain a common
position in the state.

It should be borne in mind that the information impact on the population is
very strong. The Chinese fully share the government's point of view and position on
political issues. There is even an expression among the residents that "IL1%"

(position) is not a choice, it is the only point of view that is forbidden to be
violated. "There is only a position, there is no opinion,” quoting some residents of
China.

Ukrainians living in China are currently limited in expressing their views on
hostilities. Rallies are banned in China. Any information about the situation in
Ukraine on Chinese social networks is strictly controlled by the leaders of cities,
government agencies and institutions where Ukrainian citizens work



