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Language is the main system of communication between people, it is obviously
the main system available for people for accumulating information for knowing the
world and everything around them.

In this day and age, at the time of radio, television, the Internet and various talking
devices, oral speech information acquires especially great significance.

It should be noticed that in spite the fact oral speech has always been in focus of
the communicative process the scientific study of speech sounding speech began at the
end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century.

The factors that stimulated the development of phonetics as a science were:

1. more thorough acquaintance with the functioning of the human speech
apparatus;

2. the investigation of many linguists who studied languages that had no alphabets;

3. the compiling of alphabets for the languages mentioned above.

Segmental units — speech sounds and syllables are to be examined from
physiological, acoustic and functional point of view but they constitute only one of the
elements of the phonetic system of the sounding speech [2]. Besides the sounds, the
object of phonetics is suprasegmental units of speech — sense-groups, phrases,
overphrasal unities and the text — the highest suprasegmental unit of speech.

The narrow definition of phonetics, which was acceptable at the early period of
phonetics development, is inadequate now. Nowadays phonetics is understood as a
science which studies all the phonetic means of semantic expression in oral speech —
speech sounds, stress and intonation [3]. Thus, phonetics is a branch of linguistics that
studies pronunciation, i.e. all the phonetic means of semantic expression in oral language —
speech sounds, word stress and intonation and all the phonetic units of speech: speech
sounds, syllables, phonetic words, sense-groups, phases, overphrasal unities and the text.
Their formation, physical acoustic nature, perception and their semantic, grammatical and
lexical role and functions in speech are to be studied in the 21-st century [3, 5, 6].

Several branches of phonetics are distinguished. The main of them are:

Articulatory phonetics is a branch of phonetics that studies the production and
the articulation of sound means in oral speech.

Acoustic phonetics is a branch of phonetics that studies acoustic qualities of
speech sounds, syllables, phonetic words, syntagmas, phrases, overphrasal unities and
the text.
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Auditory phonetics is a branch of phonetics which studies the perception of all
the phonetic means of oral speech and their interpretation.

Phonology is a branch of phonetics which studies the semantic functions of
speech sounds and other phonetic means of semantic expression in verbal
communication — speech sounds (phonemes), word stress and intonation.

Such phenomena as speech sounds (phonemes), word stress and intonation are
phonematically relevant in English and Ukrainian.

The main principles of segmental and suprasegmental phonetics are universal, i.
e. similar in all the syllabic languages but the rules of different mechanisms
involvement in speech process may be different in different languages.

It must be said that at present experimental investigations of the nature and
structure of the oral speech employs modern acoustic devices and special computer
programmes. It is experimentally proved that semantics of oral speech in Germanic
languages involves different spheres — phonological, physiological, auditory syllables
in perception have been examined.

Contrastive analysis of English and Ukrainian phonetic characteristics makes it
possible to observe that the nature and the main principles of sound formation and
division are the same in the two languages. There exist a difference in the rules of
correlation of intonation components in the two languages — melody, intensity and
duration, which depend upon the phonematic structure of the English and Ukrainian
languages. There are some specific features in the structure of rhythm, melody
transformations and some peculiarities of the position of the active articulating organs
In pronouncing sounds, which constitute the syllables in English and Ukrainian [1, 3,
4].

In spite of the availability of a number of specific language peculiarities in the
intonation of utterances, where the intonation simultaneously fulfills several functions
under the real conditions of communication, the character of the correlation mechanism
“intonation-meaning” 1s completely identical in the compared languages. More than
that, the most essential features of these mechanisms could be treated as language
universals.

When an intonation contour is formed under the condition of two or more
functions of intonation being realized in a speech act the result is not straightforward
and depends on a variety of factors.

The analysis of the character of the functional and semantic factors influence on
the degree of stability of intonation models demonstrates that different functions of
intonation possess various possibilities of providing such an effect. The most stable are
the prosodic models executing the attitudinal and emotional functions of intonation.
The status of the other functions towards the attitudinal function of intonation changes
from the subordinate one (as in the function of division into sense groups) up to the
dominating one (as in the function reflecting the speaker’s emotional state). In
correspondence with this status and the poly-functional character of intonation in an
utterance, the resulting intonation contour mainly preserves the relevant prosodic
features of the dominating function of intonation.

A thorough contrastive study of English and Ukrainian will help the learner to
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avoid mistakes and to acquire perfect pronunciation when speaking a foreign language.
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