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Guo Yanan
Teacher of Confucius Institute at South Ukrainian
National Pedagogical University named after K.D. Ushynsky,

26, Staroportofrankovskaya Str., Odessa, Ukraine

THE ROLE OF CULTURAL BACKGROUND WHILE TEACHING
ELEMENTARY CHINESE AS THE SECOND FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Language is a tool for people to communicate with each other. It also
carries the local culture within itself. And at the same time the culture is also
reflecting the language and influences the language in a long term. A person,
who wants to get deep knowledge of any language may not ignore culture and
has to learn the history of culture including all other aspects of the studied
language. So, the author highlights the importance of cultural background when
teaching students elementary Chinese as a second foreign language, cross-
cultural communication in particular. The article reflects the author’s attempt to
point out the most important aspects for the culture teaching and language
teaching which should be used in language classes. The author of this article
tries to find out how the language and culture peculiarities influence each other,
especially while teaching Chinese language. Considering the specificity of the
Chinese language, in which aspects there might appear influences with each
other and how it can be useful during the study in class. All of this is worth
exploring. The approaches to the identification of culture-marked elements are
described in the article. The author specifies teaching methods facilitating better
understanding of Chinese by means of cultural markers. The culture-oriented
structure of the Chinese language is represented. And it could be very important
because Chinese language is quite different from any other languages. The
characters itself also mean something manifesting cultural background.
Understanding culture is very important for learning a foreign language because

knowing culture may give some insights into the mentality of the students
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learning Chinese as a second foreign language.
Key words: cultural elements, cultural background, communicative skills,

Chinese, teaching methods.
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