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   Nearest and Dearest                                          


1. Translate the following idioms, proverbs and sayings from English to your native language.

Idioms

1. it runs in the family - ………………………………………………………………..                                        

2. a chip off the old block - …………………………………………………………….
3. your own flesh and blood - ………………………………………………………….                                

4. child’s play/kid’s stuff - ……………………………………………………………..
5. bad blood - …………………………………………………………………………..                                                       

6. a sugar daddy - ………………………………………………………………………
7. a father figure  - ……………………………………………………………………..                                                 

8. old wives’ tales - ……………………………………………………………………
9. skeleton in the cupboard - …………………………………………………………...                                     

10. baby of the family - ………………………………………………………………..
11. sisters under the skin - …………………………………………………………….                                        

12. the prodigal son - ………………………………………………………………….
13. blind date - …………………………………………….…………………………..
14. love at first sight -...…………………………..……………………………………                                                        
15. love triangle - ……………………………………………………………………..                                                          
16. puppy love - ………………………………………………………………………..                                            
17. unrequited love - ………………………………………….……………………….                                                 

18. to go dutch  - ……………………………………………………………………….                                                         

19. to be head over heels in love with someone - ……………………………………             

20. to hang up on someone - …………………………………………………………..
21. to kiss and makeup - ………………………………………………………………
22. to  ask for someone's hand in marriage - ………………………………………….
23. to break up -  ………………………………………………………………………
24. to make eyes at someone - …………………………………………………………
25. to pop the question - ……………………………………………………………….
26. to  fall for (someone) - ……………………………………………………………..
27. to say "I do" - ………………………………………………………………………
28. to tie the knot - ……………………………………………………………………..
29. to find Mr. Right -  ……………………………………..…..………………………
30. to whisper sweet nothings in someone's ear - ……………………………………………………….                                              
Proverbs and Sayings
1. Blood is thicker than water - ………………………………………………………...
2. Like father, like son - ……………………………………………………………….
3. There is a black sheep in every flock. - ……………………………………………..
4. Charity begins at home - ……………………………………………………………
5. Hand that rocks the cradle rules the world - ………………………………………..
6. Marriages are made in heavens - ……………………………………………………
7. A good husband makes a good wife - ………………………………………………
8. Marry in haste, and repent at leisure - ………………………………………………
9. Marriage goes by contrasts - ………………………………………………………...
10. They are hand and glove - …………………………………………………………
	It’s interesting to know

       The idiom prodigal son originates from the Bible story about the son who took all the money inherited from his father and longing for independence went away from his parents’ home where he wasted all that money. Then, he came back to his father, who forgave him all his sins and accepted him back to his family.


2. Choose the proper explanation of the given idioms:

	1. Baby of the family


	a) any child in the family;

b) the youngest child;

c) the first child.

	2. Sisters under the skin
	a) two women who promised to behave like sisters;

b) two women with the same tastes or abilities, friends;

c) two women from the same town.

	3. The prodigal son
	a) the eldest son;

b) someone who returns home after a long absence, and is received with great joy by his family;

c) the youngest son.

	4. Old wives’ tales
	a) traveller’s tales;

b) a very interesting story;

c) traditional beliefs which are proved wrong by science.


3. Match English idioms with their explanations.

	1. to go Dutch

2. it runs in the family

3. bad blood

4. to tie the knot 

5. your own flesh and blood

6. a chip off the old block

7. child’s play/kid’s stuff  

8. blind date 

9. a father figure

10. to find Mr. Right 

11. a sugar daddy

12. skeleton in the cupboard

13. to pop the question

14. to kiss and makeup

15. to hang up on someone

16. love at first sight

17. to say "I do"

	a. someone that you can turn to for advice and

support;

b. an ability or talent that is passed on through

the generations;

c.  a scandal that is kept secret;

d. a member of your family, don’t forget it!

e.hostility or unfriendliness between two families; to take a proposal;

f. to become friends again after a fight or argument;
g. to get married;     

h. a rich man who generous to younger women in return for a sexual favour;

i. a son or daughter who is just like their father in character, look or temperament;
j. a date where each person pays half of the expenses;
k.  an easy task that requires little effort;

l. to fall in love with someone (or something) the first time that one sees him or her;

m. to ask someone to marry you;

n. to extremely like someone ;
o. a date where the two people have never met before;
p. to find the right or perfect person

q. to take a proposal




4. Choose an idiom to replace the expression in the brackets:
1. She was (very much in love with) the junior accountant in her office. 
(a) interested in 

(b) dating 

(c) head over heels in love with 

(d) stealing the heart of

2. After dating for three years they finally decided to (get married). 

(a) tie the knot

(b) be good together 

(c) kiss and make up 

(d) get back together 

3. They planned to (get married) in the summer and buy a house together. 

(a) pop the question 

(b) kiss and make up 

(c) hit it off 

(d) walk down the aisle together 

4. The woman went (on a date where she didn't know the other person) but it wasn't very successful. 
(a) on a double date 

(b) on a blind date 

(c) out with someone 

(d) dutch 

5. The boy (had strong feelings of love for) the girl in junior high school. 

(a) hit it off with 

(b) hang up on 

(c) was attracted to 

(d) dated 

5. Fill in the gaps with the corresponding idioms.

1. She always liked older men with money and there’s no doubt that he was her ___________________________________________ .

2. He’s as stubborn as his father - _________________________ in other words.

3. If you think this blend of herbs can cure you of this, well, that’s _______________________________________ , I’m afraid.

4. Getting Jack to undertake this difficult assignment should be ______________.

He’s already very keen on the idea.

5. In his role as head of personnel, he became a ______________________ for the whole company.

6. There is ____________________________ between the two brothers. They haven’t spoken to each other in two years.

7. You should take better care of your younger sister. She is _________________ .

8. Everybody took care of Lily, that pretty ______________________________ .

9. Look here! This _________________________ of Old Jim at last returned home!

10. Her young years and everything happened to her was just __________________________, they preferred not to speak about all these matters.

11. There was a strange music in her words and my soul answered her. I understood that we were ___________________________ .
12. In university many of the students had little money so they often _____________________when they were on a date.
13. After dating his girlfriend for several years he finally _____________________.

14. They _____________________________ after dating for more than three years.

15. She is always hoping to find ______________but so far she hasn't had any luck.

16. My friend is  ________________________the accountant in his new company.

17. After they have a fight the couple is always very quick to_________________.

18. When I saw the woman at the party  for the first time I realized it was  __________________________and I knew that I wanted to meet her.

19. The man became angry when he thought that his girlfriend  ___________________________at someone else at the party.

20. The two teenagers thought that their love was the greatest in the world but everyone knew that it was only______________________________.

21. He loved the woman very much and was hoping that she would ___________-as soon as they could make the wedding arrangements.

6. Paraphrasе thе following sentenсеs with thе idioms mеntionеd abovе.

1. Hе took сarе of Jude not only bесausе shе nееdеd his hеlp in thеsе сompliсatеd cirсumstanсеs of hеr lifе, bеsidеs shе was his removеd, but rеlativе.
2. I really don’t bеliеvе in suсh fantastiс storiеs, it's nothing morе than a fib.
3. You know, Fatty was a grеat authority for mе, his word was always a law for mе.

4. “Don,t bе so raсklеss, as your granny was. In my twеntiеs I’vе got a rathеr wеalthy man, who supported me in the popular sense of the word with all further consequences. Now I’m rеally ashamеd of it with al1 my heart.''

5. “Oh, my dear! I havеn't seеn you already for sеvеn yеars, but it would bе impossiblе to forgеt you; you'rе iust a сopy of your fathеr.''

7. Whiсh of thе following situations may thеsе provеrbs and sayings rеfеr to?

1. I’vе known this сhild for a long. I remеmbеr his grandfathеr and his parеnts. Thеy all wеrе thе bеst rеprеsеntativеs of thе human raсе. I сonsidеr gеnеrations havе muсh сlosеr tiеs that wе arе usеd to thinking. Gоod upbringing has a pесuliar fеaturе to bе givеn with thе gеnеrations. Unfortunatеly, a bad one doеs thе samе.

2. A poor littlе thing. At thе agе of еightееn shе lost hеr parеnts. Shе had nobody morе in this world ехсеpt a rеmovеd rеlativе оf hеrs whosе namе shе сould hardly еvеn reсollесt. Friеnds... Of сoursе, shе had so many friеnds! But thеir doors happеnned to bе сlosеd bеforе the poor maid. Thе оnly way was to ask hеlp at hеr relatives. Unеxpесtеdly for hersеlf, she was givеn morе than a simple hеlp. Rеlativе tiеs turnеd to bе morе firm than she usеd to undеrstand.

3. Thеirs was a happy and good family. But among thesе prеtty, lоvеly, wеll-brought offsprings thеre was one so dirty soul, that no onе сlеanеr сould purify it. Somеtimеs, inspite of all natural аnd human laws it happens. An evil thing from a good onе. But dеvil was also an angel in somе antеdiluvian timеs...

8.Translate the following sentences into English, using idioms, proverbs and sayings.
A. 1. «Чтобы не случилось в твоей жизни, - учила мама, - всегда помни, что нет более близких людей, чем родственники. Друзья приходят и уходят, а родственники – это твоя кровь и плоть.» 
2. Да, этот ребенок недалеко пошел от своего отца. Недаром говорят, что яблоко от яблони недалеко падает.

3. Неужели ты на самом деле веришь, что тетрадь под подушкой перед экзаменом может помочь?!Это же бабушкины сказки!
4. Ну что ты там так долго возишься? Разве это сложно? Это же и ребенок может сделать!

5. Отец Дона умер, когда ему было всего три года, поэтому старший брат, Джони, заменил ему отца. Он был для него единственным настоящим авторитетом на протяжении всей его жизни.

6. В детстве Джон был любимцем всей семьи, но вскоре он стал абсолютным лентяем.
7. У миссис Вайт проблемы с сыном. Он просто какой-то блудный сын, хотя она сама – очень воспитанная женщина.

8. В каждой семье свои секреты, поэтому мы должны разгадать их тайну любой ценой. 

B. Все детстве я мечтала о настоящей любви. В школьном возрасте я постоянно бегала то за одним парнем, то за другим, и толь ко потом я поняла, что все это была детская влюбленность. Наконец, я встретила свою первую настоящую любовь. Мы оба стремились к независимости, и даже за ужин в ресторане платили каждый по себе. Я понимала, что никогда не надо спешить с замужеством, он тоже не хотел так рано вешать себе веревку на шею. Про нас говорили «Два сапога – пара». Но…уже через месяц мы разошлись. Но я не переставала верить, что когда-то встречу своего единственного, предназначенного Судьбой только для меня. И вот прекрасною весной я встретила его. Это была любовь с первого взгляда, и я поняла, что влюбилась по уши. Через некоторое время он попросил моей руки и умолял, чтобы я согласилась. Хотя по характеру мы были совсем разными, через месяц мы поженились. Противоположности сходятся, а браки заключаются на небесах…
9. Answer the questions using the above given idioms and proverbs. 

1. What do you know about the so-called “fathers-and-sons” problem? What are its roots? Can it be solved in future?

2. Is it always true, that children are like their parents? Give reasons to your answer.

3. Is the proverb Blood is thicker than water always true? If not, why?

4. What is the origin of the idiom a prodigal son? Are there any sons of this type today in our society?

5. Have you ever got a person who could be a sister under the skin for you? What can you say about your relations?

6. Do you agree with the statement that, first of all, people should help their family and relatives and only then the others? 

7. Comment upon the following: Each person has various faces, but his real face is that his family sees every day.
Test

Variant 1.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. В нашей семье все очень вспыльчивые, это просто особенность нашей родни.

2. Дядя Том всегда был для меня большим авторитетом.

3. Мы с Таней большие друзья, я делюсь с ней всеми своими секретами. 

4. Моя первая любовь очень разочаровала меня, т.к. это бела безответная любовь.

5. Тетя Света –  очень веселая  женщина,  и это потому что у нее такой хороший муж.

2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. The aspiring young actress and  __________________________are a classic combination in Hollywood. 
2. There is ___________________between Fred and Jim. They cannot be civil to one another.
3. Manchester City football club sees the return of _______________________tonight with Black once again in the team after a season away.

4. I agreed to go on ____________________with one of Savita's ex-boyfriends.
5. Bill Jones, is____________________________. He's a banker just like his father.
3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. an embarrassing secret - ……………………………………………………………

2. to fall in love with someone or something the first time that one sees him or her or it - ………………………………………………………………………………………
3. love that is not returned, one-way love - ……………………………………………
4. to fall in love with someone - ……………………………………………………….

5. to kiss each other and apologize - …………………………………………………..
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. to go dutch  – …………………………..………………………………………….

2. love triangle - ………………………………………………………..…………… 

3. to say "I do"  - ………………………………………………………..…………... 

4. to break up - ………………………………………………………………..……..

5. old wives’ tales - ……………………………………………………..……………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.

Variant 2.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Ты что в самом деле веришь, что можно вылечиться от гриппа этой травой? Это же бабушкины сказки!

2. Я согласилась пойти на свидание с Диком, хотя совершенно не была с ним знакома.

3. Ник попал в очень сложную ситуацию – это был сложный любовный треугольник….

4.  Когда мы с Сашей идем  в ресторан, мы всегда платим каждый за себя.
5. Я всю свою жизнь пытаюсь найти своего принца.

2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. When I saw the woman at the party it was love at first sight and I knew that I wanted to meet her.
2. The woman was in love with the president of her company but from the beginning it was a case of unrequited love.
3. They met at a friend's house and fell for each other immediately.
4. John apologized to his wife for disagreeing with her, and they finally kissed and made up.
5. We tied the knot in a little chapel on the Arkansas border.
3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. feelings of hate between people because of arguments in the past - ………………..
2. a man or boy who left a family or organization in order to do something they did not approve of and who has now returned to them feeling sorry for what he did - ………………………………………………………………
3. an arranged meeting for two people who have never met each other before, in order to try to start a romantic relationship - ………………………………………………..
4. a person (usually a male) who behaves in the same way as his father or resembles his father - ……………………………………………………………………………..
5. romantic love which a young person feels for someone and which usually disappears as they become older - ……………………………………………………..
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. to whisper sweet nothings in someone's ear – …………………………………….

2. to ask for someone's hand in marriage - ……….………………………….……… 

3. to pop the question - …………………………………………………..…………... 

4. baby of the family - …………….…………………………………………..……..

5. your own flesh and blood - …………………………………………..……………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.
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