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ПРОНОЗА Інна Іванівна

THE ROLE OF CRITICAL THINKING IN THE FORMATION OF
POLITICAL CULTURE OF STUDENT YOUTH IN THE CONTEXT OF

DIGITALIZATION

The current stage of societal development is characterized by profound digital
transformation, which encompasses all spheres of life, including the political domain.
Digitalization is reshaping communication patterns, the formation of public opinion,
and the mechanisms of political participation and influence, thereby significantly
increasing the relevance of critical thinking as a key competence of the modern
individual. In this context, student youth act not only as objects but also as active
subjects of political processes, which necessitates a deeper understanding of the role
of critical thinking in shaping their political culture.

The relevance of this study is driven by the intensification of information flows,
the spread of disinformation, manipulative technologies, and hybrid influences within
the digital environment. On the one hand, the digital space expands opportunities for
citizens’ participation in political life; on the other hand, it generates new risks related
to information security and the quality of information perception. In this regard, critical
thinking emerges as an essential tool for analyzing, evaluating, and interpreting
information from various sources, as well as a mechanism for developing resilience to
manipulation and propaganda [4].

The theoretical conceptualization of critical thinking in the context of
digitalization is associated with its interpretation as an integrative capacity that
includes cognitive, value-based, and behavioral components. It involves the ability to
reflect, conduct reasoned analysis, assess the credibility of information, and form one’s
own position based on rational judgment. Contemporary research considers critical
thinking a fundamental civic competence that ensures effective participation in
democratic processes and contributes to the development of responsible political
behavior [1].
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Critical thinking acquires particular significance in the process of shaping the
political culture of student youth. Political culture, understood as a set of knowledge,
values, norms, and behavioral patterns, determines the nature of an individual’s
interaction with the political system. In the digital environment, this process becomes
more complex due to the influence of social media, content personalization algorithms,
and information “bubbles,” which may limit access to alternative viewpoints and
contribute to the formation of simplified or distorted perceptions of political reality [2].

In this context, critical thinking performs the function of a “filter” that enables
individuals to distinguish reliable information from false content, analyze sources,
identify manipulative strategies, and develop well-grounded political judgments.
Students with a high level of critical thinking demonstrate greater involvement in civic
and political activities, particularly in online environments, which indicates a direct
relationship between this competence and the level of political culture formation [2].

The digitalization of education creates new opportunities for the development of
critical thinking, particularly through the use of interactive technologies, digital
platforms, and open educational resources. At the same time, the effectiveness of these
tools depends on their substantive content and pedagogical support. Research shows
that the integration of digital tools into the educational process contributes to the
development of analytical skills, the ability to work with information, and the
formation of an active civic position [3].

At the same time, it is important to consider the risks associated with the digital
environment. These include the spread of hate speech, societal polarization, declining
trust in institutions, and the emergence of superficial information perception. Under
such conditions, critical thinking functions not only as a cognitive skill but also as an
element of information security and political resilience of society [4].

The formation of critical thinking in the academic environment requires a
systematic approach that includes updating educational content, implementing modern
pedagogical technologies, and developing media literacy and information hygiene
skills. An important role in this process is played by the teacher, who acts not only as
a source of knowledge but also as a facilitator of the learning process aimed at fostering
students’ independent thinking.

Given the above, it is appropriate to identify several key directions for the
development of critical thinking in the context of shaping the political culture of
student youth: first, the integration of critical analysis elements into educational
programs; second, the development of skills for working with digital information
sources; third, the cultivation of a culture of reasoned dialogue and tolerance toward
alternative viewpoints; and fourth, the enhancement of media literacy as a component
of information security.

Thus, critical thinking is a key factor in the formation of the political culture of
student youth in the context of digitalization. It ensures the capacity for conscious
participation in political processes, contributes to the development of a responsible
civic position, and serves as an effective tool for countering informational influences
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and manipulations. Future research should focus on the development of effective
methodologies for fostering critical thinking in the educational process, as well as on
studying its impact on the political behavior of youth in the digital society.
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ПОТАПЕНКО Максим Васильович

КРИТИЧНЕ ОПРАЦЮВАННЯ ДЖЕРЕЛ НА УРОКАХ ІСТОРІЇ
УКРАЇНИ ЯК ІНСТРУМЕНТ РОЗВИТКУ НАЦІОНАЛЬНОЇ

ІДЕНТИЧНОСТІ ЗДОБУВАЧІВ ОСВІТИ У ПРОФІЛЬНІЙ ШКОЛІ

Актуальність проблеми критичного опрацювання джерел на уроках історії
України зумовлена зміною освітніх пріоритетів сучасної профільної школи.
Історична освіта сьогодні не може обмежуватися передаванням усталеного
набору фактів, дат, імен і подій. Вона має формувати здатність учнів самостійно
працювати з інформацією, розрізняти факт і судження, виявляти маніпуляції,
співвідносити різні інтерпретації минулого та виробляти аргументовану позицію
щодо складних історичних явищ. Особливого значення це набуває в умовах
російсько-української війни, інформаційної агресії, системного використання
історії як інструменту пропаганди та спроб деконструкції української
національної ідентичності. У цьому контексті урок історії України постає не
лише як простір засвоєння навчального матеріалу, а як середовище формування
історичної свідомості, громадянської відповідальності й усвідомленої
належності до української політичної та культурної спільноти.

Нормативне підґрунтя такої постановки проблеми визначається сучасними
документами у сфері освіти та державної політики ідентичності. Державний
стандарт профільної середньої освіти, затверджений постановою Кабінету
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