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Отже, гейміфікація є потужним інструментом у цифровому освітньому 

середовищі, вікторини, квести та інтерактивні тести дозволяють створити більш 

захопливий та продуктивний освітній процес. Використання технологій 

гейміфікації сприяє інтерактивності освітнього процесу, покращенню 

академічних результатів та підготовці студентів до викликів сучасного світу.   
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Political science education in Ukraine has undergone a significant 

transformation since the country gained independence in 1991. Initially, the field 

grappled with shedding the ideological constraints of the Soviet era and embracing 

diverse theoretical and methodological approaches prevalent in the West. However, 

Ukraine’s unique geopolitical position, straddling Eastern Europe and the Eurasian 

landmass, has shaped the directions of political science research.  

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ukraine embarked on building its 

own independent academic and educational structures. Political science, previously 

constrained by Marxist-Leninist dogma, experienced a period of revival and 

diversification. Universities across the country established political science 

departments, and scholars began engaging with Western political thought, theories of 

democracy, comparative politics, and international relations. This initial phase was 

marked by a strong orientation towards European and North American academic 

traditions, reflecting Ukraine’s aspirations for closer integration with the West. 

Having a plan and model of political education is necessary for the success of 

governments’ policies and programs in the process of political socialization. On the 

one hand, political education is the basis of political socialization, and on the other 

hand, in this process, interdisciplinary connections must be established between 

different fields of science, namely philosophy, political sciences, educational sciences, 

sociology, and law. 

Political education is the conscious process by which people individually or 

collectively develop the knowledge, skills and feelings necessary to understand and act 

upon the institutions and processes that significantly affect society or a substantial part 

of it [1, p.13].  

The purpose of political education is to ensure that people are politically literate 

and informed. However, there is much debate about what should be the main focus of 

political education. Some argue that it should teach people about the workings of 

government and politics, while others believe that its primary focus should be on 

instilling values and principles. 

The terms civic and political education carry denotative, descriptive and 
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normative meanings. They are often used interchangeably with other terms including 

moral education, citizenship education, civics, political literacy, political indoctrination, 

and nationalistic education. Conceptually, political education refers to 

“institutionalized forms of political knowledge acquisition which take place within 

formal and informal educational frameworks” [1]. 

In simpler terms, Political Education is more about teaching people how to be 

good citizens, while Political Science Education is about the academic study of politics. 

Both Political Science Education and Civic Education emphasize the importance of 

understanding political systems, governance, and citizen participation. Universities 

play a key role in training would be political scientists, policymakers, and engaged 

citizens. Political Science Education is a specialized academic discipline, while Civic 

Education is often a broader, more practical subject integrated into primary and 

secondary education. The role of the state in shaping both forms of education differs, 

with some countries having more control than others. The degree of emphasis on 

democratic values and human rights varies across countries influenced by their political 

systems and historical trajectories. 

A comparative look at Political, Civic, and Political Science Education in 

Ukraine and selected Asian countries (Japan, South Korea, China, India, etc.) has 

allowed us to define some similarities, such as: all of them emphasize the importance 

of understanding political systems, governance, and citizen participation. Civic 

education is generally included in some form in school curricula. Universities in Asia’s 

countries also play a key role in training would-be political scientists, policymakers, 

and engaged citizens. 

As a difference, we can point out that the degree of emphasis on democratic 

values and human rights varies significantly across countries, influenced by their 

political systems and historical trajectories. The role of the state in shaping Civic 

Education and Political Science research differs, with some countries having more state 

control than others. 

Modern Political Science Education in Ukraine is characterized by a few key 

trends and faces several significant challenges: 
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1. Europeanization: Despite the ongoing war, the dominant trend in Ukrainian 

political science education remains a strong orientation towards European values, 

democratic principles, and integration with European academic standards. Many 

universities have adopted curricula aligned with Bologna Process standards, and there 

is a strong emphasis on studying European Union politics, comparative European 

governance, and international relations within the European context. 

2. National Identity and Security: The war with Russia has understandably led to a 

heightened focus on issues of Ukrainian national identity, sovereignty, security, and 

resilience. Research on nationalism, populism, disinformation, hybrid warfare, and 

civil-military relations has gained significant importance. 

3. Challenges of Funding and Resources: Like many humanities and social science 

disciplines, political science education in Ukraine often faces challenges related to 

funding for research, libraries, and infrastructure.  

4. Brain Drain: A long-standing challenge for Ukrainian academia is the “brain drain”, 

with talented scholars seeking better opportunities abroad. The war has intensified this 

trend, as many researchers have been displaced or have chosen to relocate 

permanently.    

5. Curriculum Reform: Efforts are underway to reform the school curriculum, 

including elements of civic education and national security, to better prepare younger 

generations for the challenges of war and to foster a stronger sense of national identity 

and resilience. 

The full-scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia in February 2022 has had a 

profound impact on all aspects of the Ukrainian society, including Political Science 

Education and research. The very notion of a shared “Eurasian” space with Russia has 

become deeply problematic for the vast majority of Ukrainian scholars and citizens. 

The war has led to a significant shift in research priorities. While pre-war studies 

might have explored nuanced aspects of Ukraine’s relationship with Russia and the 

potential for cooperation in certain areas, the current focus is on understanding and 

countering Russian aggression, analyzing the causes and consequences of the war, and 

exploring pathways for Ukraine’s future as a sovereign and independent European 
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nation. 

However, the geographical reality of Ukraine’s location at the intersection of 

Europe and Asia remains. Future research might explore Ukraine’s role in new 

geopolitical configurations, its relationships with other countries in the broader 

Eurasian region (excluding Russia in its current aggressive form), and the potential for 

Ukraine to contribute to new Silk Road initiatives or other forms of East-West 

connectivity, but always from a perspective of Ukrainian sovereignty and national 

interests. 

Conclusion 

Political science education in modern Ukraine has come a long way since 

independence. The country’s unique geopolitical position led to the emergence of 

“Eurasian” directions in scientific research. Today, Ukrainian political science 

education is firmly focused on European integration, national identity, security, and 

resilience.  

While the geographical reality of Ukraine’s location will continue to shape its 

interactions with the East, future research will likely be conducted through the lens of 

Ukrainian sovereignty and a commitment to its European future.  

The challenges posed by the war, including funding constraints, brain drain, are 

significant, but the resilience and determination of Ukrainian scholars offer a hope for 

the continued development of a vibrant and relevant political science discipline in the 

country.  

The focus will be on conducting research that informs effective policymaking, 

strengthens democratic institutions, and contributes to Ukraine’s ultimate victory and 

long-term security within the European community of nations. 
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