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RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AS A PREREQUISITE FOR UKRAINE'S 

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

Membership in the European Union imposes high standards of human rights 

protection on its member states (and candidate states). The external aggression 

against Ukraine, martial law and constitutional restrictions imposed by the Ukrainian 

government on its citizens are a severe challenge, which requires a delicate balance 

between the guarantee and observance of human rights, and national security 

imperatives. In this context, let us consider in more detail the current European 

standards on basic human rights. 

Respect for human rights is among fundamental principles enshrined in the EU 

legal framework. The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union 

consolidates various human rights guarantees, including the right to life, the right to 

privacy, and the prohibition of torture and inhuman treatment. These rights apply to 

all persons within the EU, regardless of their nationality or status, thus promoting a 

culture of respect for human dignity. 

The EU's commitment to human rights extends beyond its borders, affecting its 

foreign relations and international agreements. Article 21 of the TEU – The Treaty on 

European Union, commonly known as the Maastricht Treaty [3], emphasizes that the 

EU should promote and uphold its values in its relations with the rest of the world, 

including the protection of human rights. This obligation is reflected in the EU's 

efforts to mainstream human rights into its external actions, ensuring that human 

rights are an integral part of its diplomatic and trade relations. 

The strong dedication to human rights is clearly stated in Article 2 of the TEU, 

which states that the EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, 

freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights, 

including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. This fundamental principle 
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defines human rights as a core value of the EU, guiding its policies and actions both 

inside and outside the EU. 

The Charter of Fundamental Rights, which became legally binding with the 

entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, consolidates the various of human 

rights protection applied in the EU. The Charter covers civil, political, economic and 

social rights, ensuring that individuals can enjoy a full range of rights and freedoms. 

The provisions of the Charter apply to EU institutions and member states when 

implementing EU legislation, thereby strengthening the protection of human rights 

throughout the Union [2]. 

Despite a strong legal framework supporting human rights, problems have arisen 

in several member states, leading to concerns about the rollback of democracy and 

the erosion of fundamental rights. The Venice Commission has emphasized the need 

for the EU to proactively address these challenges, emphasizing that respect for 

human rights is not only a legal obligation, but also a fundamental value that all 

member states must uphold. 

The EU has established various mechanisms to combat human rights violations, 

including the Article 7 TEU procedure, which allows for the suspension of certain 

rights of Member States that violate EU values. However, the effectiveness of these 

mechanisms has been questioned, especially in light of the political dynamics in the 

EU. The Venice Commission has called for a more robust and coherent approach to 

human rights protection, emphasizing the need for dialogue and cooperation between 

member states to jointly address these issues. 

The EU's adherence to human rights is closely linked to international human 

rights standards, in particular the ECHR – The European Convention on Human 

Rights [1]. Article 52(3) of the Charter states that the rights guaranteed by the 

Charter, which are consistent with those guaranteed by the ECHR, shall have the 

same meaning and scope as those set out in the Convention. This provision 

emphasizes the importance of harmonizing EU law with international human rights 

standards, ensuring that individuals can rely on a consistent system of rights 

protection. The EU Court of Justice has frequently referred to the ECHR in its 

judgments, demonstrating the influence of the Convention on the interpretation of EU 

law. This interaction between EU law and international human rights standards 

strengthens the protection of human rights in the EU and reinforces the Union's 

commitment to upholding fundamental rights in a global context. 

To summarize, respect for human rights is a fundamental principle of EU law 

that underpins the Union's legal framework and governance. This principle is 

enshrined in the TEU and the Charter of Fundamental Rights, which guide the actions 

of the EU institutions and all Member States. The EU Court of Justice plays an 

important role in interpretation and enforcement of human rights, ensuring their 

consistent application throughout the Union. However, the challenges of human 

rights protection require a proactive and consistent response from the EU, as 
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emphasized by the Venice Commission. The protection of human rights is essential 

for maintaining public trust, ensuring the integrity of the legal order inside the EU, 

and in Ukraine as a future member of this community. 
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ВАЖЛИВІСТЬ ПОЛІТИКИ ПАМ’ЯТІ В УКРАЇНІ ПІД ЧАС ВІЙНИ 

В часи війни, коли суспільство стикається з глибокими потрясіннями та 

бореться за своє існування, політика пам’яті стає надзвичайно важливою. В 

умовах повномасштабної агресії проти України саме пам’ять про героїчне 

минуле, боротьбу за свободу і незалежність, стає важливим елементом 

національного супротиву. Вона не лише формує історичну свідомість громадян, 

а й слугує моральною опорою для нації, що переживає трагічний період своєї 

історії та суттєві зміни. 

Формування сучасної політики національної пам’яті, яка неупереджено 

подає важливі історичні події, набуває особливого значення для майбутнього 

країни. Оскільки саме від неї залежать досягнення суспільної згоди, збереження 

історичної справедливості та успішне державотворення [4]. 

Насамперед, політика пам’яті в сучасній Україні – це сукупність 

державних та суспільних заходів, спрямованих на формування колективної 

пам’яті про минуле. Вона охоплює питання національної ідентичності, 

історичної спадщини та сприйняття складних історичних подій. Політика 

пам’яті є ключовим інструментом формування національної ідентичності. В 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=005
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781509933495
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