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CepelloBUINA; KyJIbTypy Oi3HeCYy B YMOBaxX COIIOKYJIbTYpPHOI TpaHchopmarlii
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RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AS A PREREQUISITE FOR UKRAINE'S
EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Membership in the European Union imposes high standards of human rights
protection on its member states (and candidate states). The external aggression
against Ukraine, martial law and constitutional restrictions imposed by the Ukrainian
government on its citizens are a severe challenge, which requires a delicate balance
between the guarantee and observance of human rights, and national security
imperatives. In this context, let us consider in more detail the current European
standards on basic human rights.

Respect for human rights is among fundamental principles enshrined in the EU
legal framework. The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union
consolidates various human rights guarantees, including the right to life, the right to
privacy, and the prohibition of torture and inhuman treatment. These rights apply to
all persons within the EU, regardless of their nationality or status, thus promoting a
culture of respect for human dignity.

The EU's commitment to human rights extends beyond its borders, affecting its
foreign relations and international agreements. Article 21 of the TEU — The Treaty on
European Union, commonly known as the Maastricht Treaty [3], emphasizes that the
EU should promote and uphold its values in its relations with the rest of the world,
including the protection of human rights. This obligation is reflected in the EU's
efforts to mainstream human rights into its external actions, ensuring that human
rights are an integral part of its diplomatic and trade relations.

The strong dedication to human rights is clearly stated in Article 2 of the TEU,
which states that the EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity,
freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights,
including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. This fundamental principle
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defines human rights as a core value of the EU, guiding its policies and actions both
inside and outside the EU.

The Charter of Fundamental Rights, which became legally binding with the
entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, consolidates the various of human
rights protection applied in the EU. The Charter covers civil, political, economic and
social rights, ensuring that individuals can enjoy a full range of rights and freedoms.
The provisions of the Charter apply to EU institutions and member states when
implementing EU legislation, thereby strengthening the protection of human rights
throughout the Union [2].

Despite a strong legal framework supporting human rights, problems have arisen
in several member states, leading to concerns about the rollback of democracy and
the erosion of fundamental rights. The Venice Commission has emphasized the need
for the EU to proactively address these challenges, emphasizing that respect for
human rights is not only a legal obligation, but also a fundamental value that all
member states must uphold.

The EU has established various mechanisms to combat human rights violations,
including the Article 7 TEU procedure, which allows for the suspension of certain
rights of Member States that violate EU values. However, the effectiveness of these
mechanisms has been questioned, especially in light of the political dynamics in the
EU. The Venice Commission has called for a more robust and coherent approach to
human rights protection, emphasizing the need for dialogue and cooperation between
member states to jointly address these issues.

The EU's adherence to human rights is closely linked to international human
rights standards, in particular the ECHR — The European Convention on Human
Rights [1]. Article 52(3) of the Charter states that the rights guaranteed by the
Charter, which are consistent with those guaranteed by the ECHR, shall have the
same meaning and scope as those set out in the Convention. This provision
emphasizes the importance of harmonizing EU law with international human rights
standards, ensuring that individuals can rely on a consistent system of rights
protection. The EU Court of Justice has frequently referred to the ECHR in its
judgments, demonstrating the influence of the Convention on the interpretation of EU
law. This interaction between EU law and international human rights standards
strengthens the protection of human rights in the EU and reinforces the Union's
commitment to upholding fundamental rights in a global context.

To summarize, respect for human rights is a fundamental principle of EU law
that underpins the Union's legal framework and governance. This principle is
enshrined in the TEU and the Charter of Fundamental Rights, which guide the actions
of the EU institutions and all Member States. The EU Court of Justice plays an
important role in interpretation and enforcement of human rights, ensuring their
consistent application throughout the Union. However, the challenges of human
rights protection require a proactive and consistent response from the EU, as
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emphasized by the Venice Commission. The protection of human rights is essential
for maintaining public trust, ensuring the integrity of the legal order inside the EU,
and in Ukraine as a future member of this community.
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BYBIHA Amnacracig, wmarictpanT KadeIpd MHCTEHbKUX JUCUHUILIIIH
Hanionansuuit yHiBepcutet «YepHiriBebkuit koneriym» imeni T.I'. IlleBueHka,

M. YepHiris, Ykpaina

JIAJOHBKO Jlwamuia, JOKTOp €eKOHOMIYHMX Hayk, mpodecop, npodecop
Kadeapu MUCTCUBKUX JUCHUIUIIH HarionaneHuit yHiBepcUTET «YepHITiBChKUMA
kosneriym» imeni T.I'. IlleBuenka, M. YepHiris, Ykpaina

BAJKJIMBICTH IOJITUKH ITAM’SITI B YKPATHI ITIJT YAC BIMHA

B 4acu BifiHU, KOJU CYCHIJIBCTBO CTUKAETHCS 3 TITMOOKUMU MOTPSICIHHSAMU Ta
OopeThCsl 3a CBOE ICHYBaHHS, MOJIITHUKA MaM’siTI CTa€ HaJA3BUYAHO BakJMBOw. B
yMOBax IMOBHOMAacITaOHOI arpecii mpoTu YKpaiHM came mnam’sTh MpPO TIepoiuHe
MUHYJEe, OOpOoThOY 3a CBOOOJIY 1 HE3QJIEKHICTb, CTA€ BAXJIMBUM EJIEMEHTOM
HalllOHAJIBHOTO CYNpOoTUBY. BoHa He nuiie popmye ICTOPUUHY CB1IOMICTh TPOMA/ISH,
a 1 clIyrye MOpaJibHOIO OTOPOIO IS Hallli, 110 MepPeKUBAE TPariuHUil mepioj CBOET
1CTOpIi Ta CYTTEB] 3MIHH.

dopMyBaHHS Cy4acHOi TMOJITUKH HAI[IOHAJIBHOI MaM’siTi, Ka HEYyNepeIKeHO
Mo/Ia€ BAXKJIMBI 1ICTOpUYHI TOJii, HA0yBa€ OCOOJMBOTO 3HAYEHHS JJII MalOyTHHOTO
kpainn. OCKiIBKY caMe BiJ Hel 3aJ1eXaTh IOCATHEHHS CyCIUTBHOI 3T0/U, 30€pEeKCHHS
1ICTOPUYHOT CIIPAaBEIJIUBOCTI Ta YCIIIIIHE JeP>KaBOTBOPEHHS [4].

Hacamnepen, momithka mam’siTi B CydacHI VYKpaiHi — 1€ CYKYHHICTb
JepKaBHUX Ta CYCIHIJIBHUX 3aXOMiB, CHPSAMOBAaHUX Ha (HOpMyBaHHS KOJEKTHBHOI
naMm’atTi npo MuHyJie. BOHa OXOIUIIOE THUTaHHS HAIIOHAIBHOI 1J€HTUYHOCTI,
ICTOPUYHOI CHAAUIMHU Ta CHPUMHSTTS CKIAAHUX 1cTopuuHux mnoaiid. IlomiTuka
nam’siTi € KJIOYOBUM 1HCTPYMEHTOM (POPMYBaHHS HAIlOHAIBHOI 1IEHTUYHOCTI. B
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