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POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DYNAMICS OF EUROPEAN 

INTEGRATION: FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE 

 

European integration remains one of the most important political and 

economic processes of our time, which affects the member states of the European 

Union (EU) and countries that seek to join this common space. It is not only an 

economic project aimed at creating a single market, but also a significant political 

phenomenon that stimulates profound transformations in national political systems, 

administrative structures and societies. 

Successful European integration requires a harmonious combination of 

theoretical approaches and practical measures that take into account both pan-

European and national characteristics. In view of this, this study aims to analyze 

the political and economic dynamics of European integration processes, 

highlighting the interaction of theoretical concepts with real practices used by 

countries on the way to EU integration. 

We will analyze the impact of European integration on the political and 

economic systems of the candidate countries and new EU members, with the 

further identification of the main challenges and opportunities that arise in the 

process of adaptation to European standards and the analysis of structural reforms 

carried out to ensure compliance with the criteria for EU membership, and their 

influence on the national economy and politics. 

The theoretical foundations of European integration include the history and 

evolution of European integration ideas, the main theoretical approaches 

(neofunctionalism, intergovernmental approach, post-functionalism, etc.), as well 

as the role of EU supranational institutions in integration processes. These theories 

provide a basic conceptual framework for understanding the complex political and 

economic processes taking place in the context of European integration. 
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According to Peter Sloanom, the author of numerous studies in the field of 

political integration and European integration, "European integration is a process 

of deep political and economic integration, which includes cooperation in the fields 

of legislation, economics and social policy between countries seeking to get closer 

to the European Union or other European associations. This process is aimed at 

achieving common goals, such as stability, economic growth and raising the 

standard of living of citizens" [1]. 

Political and economic prerequisites for European integration include political 

will and desire for integration among the candidate countries, economic 

prerequisites for joining the EU, such as macroeconomic stability, structural 

reforms and compliance with the Maastricht criteria. An important aspect is also 

the adaptation of national legislation to European standards, which is a key 

condition for successful integration. 

The impact of European integration on the political systems of candidate 

countries includes political reforms and institutional changes aimed at ensuring 

compliance with European standards. This includes the processes of 

democratization, strengthening the rule of law and improving the efficiency of 

public administration. Adaptation of national political systems to EU requirements 

and standards is also an important aspect. These transformations contribute not 

only to the fulfillment of the European criteria for EU membership, but also 

strengthen democracy and the rule of law in the candidate countries. The reforms 

include the introduction of new political institutions, changes in the electoral 

system, reorganization of power structures and elimination of corruption. Such an 

approach not only increases the legitimacy of the political process, but also 

contributes to the strengthening of public trust in government institutions, which is 

key to the country's further integration into the structures of the European 

Union [3]. 

Let's consider the prospects of further European integration. Future 

enlargements of the European Union include potential new members that are 

currently actively working to meet European standards and criteria for 

membership. For many countries considering joining the EU, this requires 

significant political, economic and social reforms. For them, the European 

integration process is a strategic choice aimed at strengthening democracy, the rule 

of law, and economic development. 

The role of the European Union in global politics and economics is growing 

along with the expansion of its borders. The EU acts as an influential player on the 

international stage, defining global strategies in trade, climate change, migration 

and other key areas. Its influence is based on shared values, economic strength and 

capacity for international cooperation. 

Possible scenarios for the development of European integration processes 
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include both the further development of European integration through new 

expansion and deepening of existing institutional ties, and changes in internal and 

external conditions that may affect the EU. Scenarios include the possibility of 

deeper integration in the areas of defense, energy and innovation, as well as 

challenges related to changes in the global political and economic environment. 

Overall, the further integration of the European Union is a key element of its 

strategy to ensure peace, stability and prosperity in the region and beyond. It 

involves not only the expansion of membership, but also the improvement of 

internal mechanisms and adaptation to new challenges in the global world. 

Thus, this article is aimed at a comprehensive analysis of the political and 

economic dynamics of European integration, combining theoretical approaches 

with practical research, which will contribute to a deeper understanding of this 

complex and multifaceted process. 
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Політика більшовиків щодо етнічних меншин, які входили до складу 
Радянського Союзу, не була однозначною. Утворення в 1922 році СРСР із 
залишенням за кожною республікою права вільного виходу зі складу Союзу 
свідчить про початкову прийнятність багатонаціональності. Етнічні меншини 
користувалися пільговим режимом у ранньому Радянському Союзі. З 1923 року 
уряд почав проводити кампанію коренізації, яка заохочувала в етнічних 


