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That’s the Way
The Ball Bounches
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1. Translate the following idioms, proverbs and sayings from English to your native language. 
Idioms
1. fair game – ...............................................................................................................

2. the ball is in your court – ........................................................................................
3. “that’s not cricket!” – ...............................................................................................
4. an opening gambit - ..................................................................................................
5. a stalemale - ..............................................................................................................
6.a run of luck – полоса везения, полоса удачи - ........................................................
7.one’s leading/ trump card - .........................................................................................
8. the die is cast – жребий брошен - .............................................................................
9. two can play at that game – .......................................................................................

10. it’s sink or swim - ....................................................................................................
11. to have the game in one’s hands – ............................................................................
12. to play the game – ...................................................................................................
13. to beat smb. at his own game –................................................................................
14. to play safe – ...........................................................................................................
15. to play fast and loose with smb. – ............................................................................
16. to play havoc with – ................................................................................................
17. to play one person of against another – ...................................................................
18. to play upon smb’s feelings, sympathy – ................................................................
19. to kick over the traces – ...........................................................................................
20. to beat smb. to the punch - ......................................................................................
21. to put/get one’s skates on – .......................................................................................
22. to ride roughshod over smb. - ...................................................................................
23. to keep smb. on the trot - .........................................................................................
24. to remain in the saddle - ...........................................................................................
25. to keep smb. on a tight rein - ....................................................................................
26. to die in harness - .....................................................................................................
27. to win one’s spurs - .................................................................................................
28. to swim with/against the stream - .............................................................................
29. either to win the horse or loose the saddle - ............................................................
30. to dive/to be thrown in at deep end - .......................................................................
31. to jump at an opportunity
 - ............................................................................
32. to jump the gun - .....................................................................................................
33. to be one jump ahead of smb. - .................................................................................
34. to run rings round smb. - ..........................................................................................
35. to make the running - ...............................................................................................
36. to be an also-run - ....................................................................................................
37. by leaps and bounds - ..............................................................................................
38. to leap to mind - .......................................................................................................
39. to checkmate - ..........................................................................................................
40. to leave  smb. in the lurch - ......................................................................................
41. to have a card up one’s sleeve - ...............................................................................
42. to put one’s cards on the table - ...............................................................................
43. to blow the competition away – ...............................................................................
44. to get off the hook – ................................................................................................
45. to get a second wind - .............................................................................................
46. to go overboard – ....................................................................................................
47. to hit below the belt – ...............................................................................................
48. to skate on thin ice- .................................................................................................
49. to skate over smth. – ...............................................................................................
50. to slide over delicate questions – ............................................................................
51. to let things slide – ..................................................................................................
52. to be on the ball - .....................................................................................................
53. to drop the ball - ......................................................................................................
54. to be behind the eight ball - .....................................................................................
55. to start or keep the ball rolling - ...............................................................................
56. to have a ball - ..........................................................................................................
Proverbs and Sayings
1.Failure teaches success – .............................................................................................
2.Look before you leap. – ..............................................................................................
3.Score twice before you cut once – ..............................................................................
4.Lookers-on see most of the game – ...........................................................................
5. He that never climbed, never fell. – ..........................................................................                    
6.Draw not your bow till your arrow is fixed.  – ..........................................................  
7.When guns speak, it’s too late to argue. – ..................................................................    
8. Every bullet has its billet. – .......................................................................................

9. Hasty climbers have sudden falls - ............................................................................
10. What you lose on the swings you gain on the roundabouts. – ................................
11.Best defence is attack - .............................................................................................
12. Slow and steady wins the race - ..............................................................................
13. Delays are dangerous – ............................................................................................ 

14. He who would catch fish must not mind getting wet.- .............................................
2. Match English idioms with their explanations.
	1. two can play at that game
	a. to be fair and honest in one’s dealings with other people

	2. to have the game in one’s hands
	b. to beat smb. or fight back against smb. by using the same methods that he/she uses

	3. to play the game
	c. in a contest, the opponent can use the same weapon or tactics

	4. to beat smb. at his own game
	d. a legitimate target for attack or ridicule

	5. fair game
	e. to enjoy a decisive advantage over one’s opponent

	6. the ball is in your court

7. to blow the competition away
8. front runner
9. to get off the hook
10. to get a second wind
11. “that’s not cricket!”
12. to hit below the belt

13. to play safe
	f. to do or say something that is very unfair or cruel;

g. that’s not fair, honourable

h. to hurry up
i. in a desperate situation, one must resort to desperate remedies

j. it is your turn to take the next step (in a negotiation, dispute, etc.)

k. escape, have responsibility removed.

	14. it’s sink or swim

15. to put/get one’s skates on
	l. to be extremely cautious, to avoid any risk

m. one of the people who is expected to win;

n. to win easily

o. to have a burst of energy after tiring


3. Choose the correct meaning of the idioms
      1. To skate on thin ice – 

          
a) to be careless          

b) to say opposite to most other people        

c) to risk

      2. To skate over something – 

          
a) to move over something very fast    

b) make a passing remark     

c) to make use of something

      3. To slide over delicate questions – 

          
a) to raise a question over some unpleasant things  

b) to avoid giving a clear answer  

c) to avoid asking delicate questions

      4. Let things slide – 

          
a) let things go their way       

b) to be negligent           

c) to enjoy the way things are arranged

      5. A run of luck – 

          
a) a lucky person           

b) a lucky event           

c) a period of luck
4. Think about what sport each idiom originated from. Explain it.

1. the ball is in your court -            tennis
2. blow the competition away - ___________________________________________

3. front runner - _______________________________________________________

4. get off the hook - ____________________________________________________

5. get a second wind - __________________________________________________

6. go overboard - ______________________________________________________

7. hit below the belt - __________________________________________________
5. Put the idioms in these sentences into your own words. Then use the idioms in the sentences of your own.
a. Jess, Lucy and Rachel were friends but also they were rivals. Each of them wanted to play Juliet in the performance “Romeo and Juliet”. Rachel didn’t want to play the game so she played Jess off against Lucy and finally got that role. But when the producer got to know that Rachel had played fast and loose to get that role he changed his mind and offered Jess and Lucy to go through try-aits to play Juliet. Rachel tried to play upon the producer’s feelings having reminded him that once he had loved her. But all her attempts were in vain. Then she decided to discredit the producer. She played havoc with the theatrical company asserting that he was connected with mafia and that’s why he would be put into prison and the theatre be closed down. “You should play safe and start to find a new job just now,” she told them.


b. 
1. Although some senators threatened the President of the USA with impeachment he remained in the saddle for four years.

2. My mother was Honorary Veteran of Labour. She had worked for 35 years at that factory and died in harness. 

3. The bread-winner of the family was a cruel person. He rode roughshod over all members of his family who completely depended on him.

4. “I envy you. My son is so naughty and I can’t do anything with him. And your son is so disciplined.” – “I should think so! My husband is a serviceman and he keeps him on a tight rein.”

5. Once a young Chinese asked the master of single combats to teach him his style. The master agreed but he warned him that he would keep him on the trot day and night because a good fighting man should be very hardy.
6. Paraphrase the sentences using proverbs from this unit.
    1. When Jane was a teenager, she was very proud of herself and never confessed her mistakes, she didn’t want to understand that men are blind in their own case. 

   2. “Definitely, you’ll have some mistakes,” his coach encouraged him, “ but he who makes no mistakes makes nothing.”

   3. Haste makes waste, that’s why it’s better to be well-prepared at first, and then only do that you wish.

   4. Now, in my sixties, I understand how much evil was produced by me…. But now it’s too late for me to change something. Time has slipped away.

   5. Don’t be afraid. The things aren’t so chaotic how they seem. Believe, that ……………………………   .
6. “This week I’ll have a very important appointment that is expected to result in a great business. But I’ll have to take a decision before.”  - “Yes, this affair is very risky. It’s better for you to rethink of it once more before taking your final decision.”

7. In his childhood George committed some rather serious mistake. Now he confesses it. Maybe it’s too late. But better late than never. Today he draws a good lesson from that monkey business.

8. It’s not clever of a person to do something without careful exploring.

7. Complete the sentences with the idioms of this unit.
1. Mr. Donnovan ............................. for his oratory and ability to be a spiritual leader.

2. Earl Pemberly fell into disfavour because he always........................................... and disapproved of his king’s actions.

3. When Ann was offered a job she ...................................... of extra earning.

4. Erica lost all her money at gambling. She had nothing left but her precious earrings, her mother’s present.“....................................................,” she thought to herself and wagered them on the number 25 black while playing roulette and she won.

5. “Don’t ............................. You are a novice and you have little experience. Consider my advice and don’t run your head into the noose,” said an experienced public procurator to the beginner.
6. All his life looked like a zebra. There were some ………………………………… , but then black times were coming. Some strange chain of contrasts.
7. Thomas was good at chess and boasted that he would never lose. One day he suggested his neighbour Samuel who was fair game for him and his friends to play chess to make fun of him. But to the general surprise Samuel
8. When Mr. Richardson got to know that his wife had had an accident and she was in hospital at that moment he ran ................................................... there.

9. “.......................................... ,” said Julius Caesar and crossed the Rubicon.

10. “................................. ! I have done the whole work but you are commending John for that. John hasn’t stirred a finger to help me,” Francis remarked in offended tone.
8. Complete the dialogues with the idioms with the word “ball”.
1. A: Are you having a good time on your vacation?
    B: Oh yeah. _____________________________________ .

2. A: Let's start ____________________________with this project.
    B: Yeah. There's lots of work to do. We should ________________________________.

3. A: This is an important presentation.
    B: I know it's important.
    A: Don't _______________________here, OK?
    B: OK. I will try not to.

4. A: This work project is in trouble. 
    B: I agree. We're _________________________________here. 
    A: We need a new plan.
    B: Yeah, we need to get out from the situation.

5. A: Don't you have a test tomorrow?
    B: Yes, I do.
    A: Then you should go to bed and get a good sleep.
    B: Yes, you're right. I should go to bed so I can __________________________tomorrow.

6. A: Are you finished?
    B: Yes, I'm finished. Now it is your turn.
    A: OK. The _____________________________now.

7. A: We made an offer to buy that house on Maple Street.
    B: Really? So now the owners have to decide if they want to accept the offer?
    A: Yes. ______________________________now.
9. State which idiom can be used in the given explanations.
1. This idiom comes from the game of tennis. In the game of tennis, when the ball comes into your court, you must hit the ball back. We often use this idiom when there is a situation where action is going back and forth between people or groups of people. It is commonly used in negotiations.
2. The reference is to horseracing. The traces are the harness a horse tries to get rid of so that it can kick freely.
3. The idiom comes from chess when one of the players is unable to move any of his pieces.

4. This idiom is taken from cheating at cards, when a player conceals an ace up in his sleeve.

5.This idiom comes from cribbage where the loser was said to be “in lurch” when the winner scored.

6. The reference is to a sportsman who starts the race before the gun has been fired.
7. The idiom comes from athletics, when one competitor runs so much faster than his rival that he can make a circle round him a still reach the winning post first.
8. This idiom refers to horse racing and means a horse that comes past the winning post after the first three.

9. This idiom originally meant to gain a knighthood in recognition of one’s courage in battle. The knight was presented with a pair of gilt spurs.

10. Translate the sentences into English, using phraseological units given above.
1. Кирилл был вечным неудачником. Все у него валилось из рук. Он часто попадал в переделки. Несчастья буквально преследовали его по пятам.

2. «Недооценивать противника нельзя. Ты посмотри на его молниеносную реакцию Такой любого заткнет за пояс,» - говорил тренер молодому, чересчур самоуверенному боксеру.

3. «Ты опять опережаешь события? Зачем ты созвал сюда столько репортеров? Мистер Кьюзак будет давать пресс-конференцию через семь часов. Еще одна оплошность с твоей стороны и я тебя уволю,» - выговаривал пресс-секретарь мистера Кьюзака одному из своих помощников.

4. Николай был умным, предприимчивым человеком. Друзья о нем отзывались как о человеке большой души и сильной воли. У него было много друзей, но и много врагов, которые ненавидели его, но уважали, за то что он всегда вел честную игру.

5. Хотя у мужа были все козыри на руках и он легко мог лишить свою уже бывшую жену материнства, все же он очень сильно любил маленькую Дженни и понимал, что ей как никогда сейчас нужна любовь и забота обоих родителей. Поэтому поставив перед Элис ряд условий, он позволил ей проводить с их дочерью столько времени, сколько захочет.

6. “Хорошо смеется тот, кто смеется последний и мы еще посмотрим чья возьмет.” - напоследок пригрозил уволенный работник своему шефу.
7. «Не верь Бриднет. Она тебя использует, играя на твоей симпатии к ней,» - предостерегал друга Оливер.

8. Оскар Уайльд был весьма неординарной личностью; своей жизнью и творчеством он бросал вызов обществу, он шел против большинства (плыл против течения).

9. Советский режиссер Гайдай завоевал признание сотен тысяч советских граждан своими душевными комедийными фильмами. 

10. Помещик обращался деспотически со своими крестьянами. Особенно доставалось молодому сильному балагуру Мишке, который восставал против своеволия помещика и пытался подбить односельчан к бунту. После очередного наказания и отсидки в закрытом сарае без хлеба и  воды трое суток Мишка решился на отчаянный шаг – бежать от помещика, хотя он и знал, что беглых крестьян жестоко наказывают. «Была не была!» подумал Мишка и навострил лыжи.
11. В спорте, так же как и в любом другом виде деятельности, особенно актуальна мысль, что под лежачий камень вода не течет.
12. Лукас стравил Неда с Митчелом, чтобы они не мешали ему продолжать нелегальный бизнес: оружие, наркотики. Но вышеупомянутые полицейские вовремя спохватились, разобравшись что к чему. Объединив силы, они разрушили несколько складов с наркотиками и оружием и впоследствии его самого посадили за решетку.

13. Группа рабочих мыловаренного завода вышла из повиновения, когда она узнала, что их хозяин ведет двойную игру и платит им вполовину меньше реального заработка. Но так как у них не было козырей на руках, они не могли подать на него в суд.
14. Мать отругала своего десятилетнего сына за драку, учиненную в школе. «Это нечестно!» - заявил сын. – «Инициатором драки всегда выступает Джеймс, а достается всегда мне.»

15. «Мы сделали все, что ты просил: нашли выгодных партнеров, составили образцы договоров. Теперь слово за тобой!» - мистер Паркер и мистер Дулитл поставили в известность своего третьего компаньона.

16. Сталин оставался у власти (на коне) многие годы, потому что держал своих подчиненных в узде и страхе, а неугодных ему людей сажал в концлагеря или расстреливал.

17. Когда девушке, мечтающей стать актрисой, предложили сняться в низкопробном фильме, она уцепилась за эту возможность, надеясь, что после этого фильма ее заметят режиссеры Голливуда. 

18. «Либо пан, либо пропал,» - подумал про себя Грегор и перепрыгнул с крыши одного дома на крышу другого. Вслед ему неслись пули, но он уже был недосягаем для них.
19. Несмотря на то, что некоторое время в моей жизни было больше черных полос, я продолжала верить, что у каждого человека на земле есть свое предназначение и просто ждала, когда же наступит моя полоса везения.
20. Вы сами, наверное, знаете, что мне было бы приятнее обойти этот деликатный вопрос, но, боюсь, потом может быть слишком поздно.
Test

Variant 1.

1. Translate the sentences into English using the idioms:

1. Если ты пожалуешься господину на то, что я убил его быка, я расскажу ему, что ты его обкрадываешь и приведу доказательства. Тогда посмотрим еще, чья возьмет.

2. Не обращайте внимания на слова Стонли, он просто пытается стравить нас в своих интересах.

3. Взвод солдат вышел из повиновения своему командиру и перешел на сторону восставших крестьян.

4. Когда я застала Сэма за подслушиванием разговора между Аней и Энтони, я в недвусмысленных выражениях дала ему понять, что это нечестно.

5. Наша книга вышла за неделю до книги Поля. Я рада, что мы его опередили.

6. Люди думающие и знающие себе цену никогда не примкнут к большинствую Они выберут свой путь в жизни.

7. Я уверена, что Диана ухватиться за возможность изучения французского языка под руководством носителя языка.

8. Аманда – прекрасная теннисистка и она может заткнуть за пояс любого.

9. Мне пришлось уволить половину штата сегодня утром: мы просто не зарабатываем достаточно денег, чтобы платить людям жалование. Так что либо пан, либо пропал.

10. Джеймс просил одолжить ему малую сумму денег. Как ты мог не пойти ему на встречу?! Ты покинул его в беде, в то время как он когда-то помог тебе в аналогичной ситуации.
2. a. Explain the meaning of the following idioms and make up sentences with them.

1. by leaps and bounds

2. to beat smb. at his own game

3. to keep smb. on a tight rein

4. to play fast and loose with smb.

b. Give the Russian equivalents to these idioms.

3. Give synonymous idioms to the following idioms and translate them into Russian.

1. it’s sink or swim

2. to show one’s heels

4. Fill in the missing idioms in the sentences below:

1. Recruits in the army are .................................... for the non-commissioned officers.

2. If you want to be sure of catching your aeroplane, you had better ......................... and allow yourself two hours to get to the airport.

3. Tony’s chicken-pox ....................................... with his complexion. I hope he will lose the scars one day.

4. They have offered us 500 dollars compensation. Are you going to accept or refuse their offer? ........................................ .

5. The sightseers kept me .................................. all day long. I am exhausted.

6. Despite the attempts by the clergy in the diocese to remove him, the bishop .......................... until his death.

7. Andy’s father hopes he .................................. because he wouldn’t know what to do with himself if he retired.

8. I know exactly what he is going to say before he is half-way through his sentence/ I am always ............................... of him.

9. Hugh was an ....................................... in everything he tried to do and deeply resented his failure.

10. Jane’s .................................. was her charm. She played it time and again to good effect.

5. Make up one situation with the following idioms:

- to put one’s cards on the table; an opening gambit; to dive in at the deep end.

6. Dwell upon the topic:

What you lose on the swings you gain on the roundabouts.

Variant 2.

1. Translate the sentences into English using the idioms:

1. Вы не сильно рассчитывайте на легкую победу. Федор Михайлович не тот человек, который легко сдается. У него всегда есть козырь про запас.

2. «Жребий брошен. Пути назад нет. Вперед, на штурм крепости.»

3. Когда Вильям рассказывал нам о своих школьных днях как о самой счастливой поре его жизни, мне неожиданно пришла на ум сцена, когда его вытащили полумертвого из ледяной воды и пытались спасти.

4. Обсуждение вопроса зашло в тупик, потому что никто не хотел раскрывать свои карты.

5. Первым шагом Харви был созыв внеочередного собрания.

6. Элен завоевала признание, став победительницей конкурса «Умники и умницы».

7. Флегматики – очень спокойные люди. Ни никогда не действуют сгоряча.

8. Ты опять опередил события, придя на два часа раньше. Мистер Бэкхэм будет делать заявление для прессы только в полтретьего.

9. Ты слышала новость? Объявился отец нашего Томи. Ты представляешь, он еще имеет наглость предъявлять права на сына. И это после того как он десять лет назад навострил лыжи, узнав, что Сьюзен беременна. Я бы на ее месте не стала бы даже разговаривать с ним, а просто бы напустила на него собаку.

10. Не волнуйся, на этот раз этот тип не уйдет от правосудия. У меня все козыри на руках. Ему же лучше предстать перед судом, иначе ему придется объяснять главарю мафии, где украденные два миллиона долларов. А там, как ты знаешь, разговор короткий.

2. a. Explain the meaning of the following idioms and make up sentences with them.

1. what you lose on the swings you gain on the roundabouts

2. to swim with/against the stream

3. to kick over traces

4. to run rings round smb.

b. Give Russian equivalents to these idioms.

3. Give synonymous idioms to the following idioms and translate them into Russian.

1. to be one jump ahead

2. at breakneck speed
4. Fill in the missimg idioms in the sentences below

1. John ................................ with Susan for months: she should find herself another bofriend.

2. Don’t let him ................................ Monica. He is only trying to get money out of you.

3. The landlord ........................... over us: we asked him for a month’s notice, and he has given us twenty-four hours to get out.

4. Luke’s father keeps him ............................................; he has to account to his father for every penny he spends.

5. All the Robsons were talented writers, but it was the mother who ................................... with her magnificent biographies.

6. Our main competitors ............................... us by taking us over. 

7. Richard told me he was going ................................. but I had the impression that he was hiding something from me.

8. You eat better at the Victoria Hotel but then it’s much further from the beach than Cavendish; ........................................................ .

9. I think high of John. He always ........................................... .

10. “I’m a great believer in ....................................... . The sooner young barristers get into court the better.” 
5. Make up one situation with the following idioms:

- fair game; to beat smb. to the punch; to jump at an opportunity

6. Dwell upon the topic:
Either to win the horse or lose the saddle
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