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Getting a Job
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                           Plum Job                                                    

1. Translate the following idioms, proverbs and sayings from English to your native language.

Idioms

1.  blood on the carpet - ………………………………………………………………
2. a cash cow- ………………………………………………………………………..
3. a big cheese - ……………………………………………………………………….
4. a dead end job - …………………………………………………………………….
5. Jack / Jill of all trades*- ……………………………………………………………..
6. back-room boys - ……………………………………………………………………
7. white-collar worker – ……………………………………………………………….
8. blue-collar worker – ………………………………………………………………..
9. busman's holiday - ………………………………………………………………….
10. paid peanuts - ……………………………………………………………………..
11. plum job - …………………………………………………………………………..
12. сhief cook and bottle washer – ………………………………………………..…..
13. all in a day’s work - ……………………………………………………………….
14. donkey work  - …………………………………………………………………….

15. the root of all evil - ………………………………………………………………..

16. to give smb a roasting - …………………………………………………………..

17. to overplay one’s hand - ………………………………………………………….

18. to get the sack - …………………………………………………………………….
19. to be snowed under - ……………………………………………………………….
20. to work your fingers to the bone - …………………………………………………
21. to step into one’s shoes - …………………………………………………………..
22. to climb to the top of the career ladder – …………………………………………..
23. to run into debt – …………………………………………………………………...
24. to live from hand to mouth – ……………………………………………………… 

25. to bring home the bacon - ………………………………………………………….
26. to be on the dole – ………………………………………………………………….
27. to blot your copybook - ……………………………………………………………
Proverbs and Sayings
1. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. - ……………………………………...
2.  A rolling stone gathers no moss. - ………………………………………………….
3. Fools rush in where angels fear to tread. - …………………………………………..
4. He who pays the piper calls the tune. - ……………………………………………..
5.  It takes all sorts to make a world. - ………………………………………………. ..
6. Many hands make light work. - ……………………………………………………..
7. Needs must when the devil drives. - ………………………………………………..
8. One good turn deserves another. - …………………………………………………..
9. The proof of the pudding is in the eating. - …………………………………………
10. Where there’s a will there’s a way. - ………………………………………………
11. A new broom sweeps clean. - ……………………………………………………...
* This idiom can be negative or positive, depending on the context in which it is used.
	It’s interesting to know

       The probable derivation of the phrase to get the sack  is an allusion to tradesmen, who owned their own tools and took them with them in a bag or sack when they were dismissed from employment.                                                                                                                                           


2. Match English idioms with their explanations.
	1. blood on the carpet

2. a big cheese

3. paid peanuts

4. blue-collar worker

5. back-room boys

6. to live from hand to mouth

7. to run into debt

8. a dead end job

9. busman's holiday

10. to climb to the top of the career ladder
	a. a job that has no chance of promotion or advancement.

b. to be very poor;

c. a lot of trouble in an organization often resulting in someone losing their job;

d. to borrow a lot of money;

e. a manual worker;

f. to be promoted to a very high position;

g.to spend your spare time or  your holidays doing the same sort of activity as you do in your job;

h. people who do important work but have no contact with the public;

i. a person who has a very low salary;

j. an important person, a leader


3. Match the suitable parts of the saying and proverbs and then write their numbers next to appropriate definitions.

	1. All work and no play
	a. calls the tune

	2. A rolling stone 
	b. deserves another

	3. Fools rush in 
	c. gathers no moss 

	4. He who pays the piper 
	d. is in the eating

	5. It takes all sorts 
	e. make light work

	6. Many hands
	f. makes Jack a dull boy

	7. Needs must
	g. there’s a way

	8. One good turn
	h. to make a world

	9. The proof of the pudding
	i. when the devil drives

	10. Where there’s a will
	j. where angels fear to tread
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	5.
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	7.
	8.
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	10.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Only the person who gives money for something can decide how it is spent.

	
	You can say whether something is good or not only when you have tried it.

	
	Work is done easily when it is shared by many people.

	
	It is good to have some relax instead of working all the time.

	
	If someone has done something good for you, you should do the same in return.

	
	Inexperienced people try to do something too difficult or too dangerous for them.

	
	Someone who is determined to achieve something will always find good means.

	
	There’s a place for people with all kinds of needs or preferences on the planet.

	
	A person who often changes their places of stay or work has no responsibilities.

	
	Sometimes you have to do something that you would not prefer to do.


4. Paraphrase the underlined phrases using appropriate idioms.
1. Sam had to work a lot to earn a living for the family.
2. This new product makes a lot of money for a company.
3. Murat is a person that is competent with many skills but is not outstanding in any particular one.
4. If you want to achieve something, you must work very hard.

5. I have been dreaming already for a long about this desirable position which is well-paid and considered  relatively easy. 
6. Mark considered himself to be much better than other candidates and didn’t prepare well for the job interview. That’s why he lost his chance of becoming a branch manager. 
7. I must hurry with the task. If I don’t keep the deadline, my boss will reprimand me strongly again. 
8. You have only yourself to blame, Fred. It’s your recklessness that has ruined your reputation. 
9. Unfortunately Alex became redundant three years ago although he was one of the best workers in this company. 
10. He was unemployed and lived on the government money. 
5. Choose the right variant to explain the meaning of the idioms given below.

1. Charlie doesn't like getting too tired so he gets his assistant to do all the donkey work.

(a) academic work 
 (c) homework 


(b) artwork 

           (d) hard work
2. Don't worry we pride ourselves on being helpful to all our customers and getting that booked for you is all an a day's work for us.
(a) perfectly easy 
                   (c) perfectly done


(b) perfectly simple                  (d) perfectly normal
3. Money is the root of all evil, so what's the point of earning a lot?

(a) bad for your health

(b) the cause of greed

(c) the reason for health 

(d) the cause of wickedness
4. The school custodian was the main suspect of the girl's disappearance.

(a) principal 
(b) teacher

(c) janitor 

(d) receptionist
5. Linda got a job as an executive assistant in a Law Firm.

(a) a manager 
(b) a business partner
 (c) clerk 
(d) secretary
6. Celebrities are usually surrounded by their personal protection specialists.

(a) fans
 (b) bodyguards
 (c) lawyers
 
(d) reporters
7. George is in the food business now. He is an Executive Snack Route Consultant.

(a) a restaurant cheff
(b) a potato chip delivery truck driver
(c) a chief


(d) a waiter
8. I have always wanted to be an esthetician.

(a) a hairdresser 
(b) a plastic surgeon 
(c) an artist 

(d) top model
9. My mom used to work at a hospital as a patient care assistant.

(a) a psychologist 


(b) a social worker 

(c) a nurse 

(d) a general surgeon
10. Bob used to work as a media courier during school summer breaks when he was a kid, now he has his own newspaper.

(a) a reporter from the school newspaper

(b) a newspaper seller boy

(c) a newspaper delivery boy

(d) a television news announcer
11. Some places in New York have advertised on the newspaper they needed part-time career associate scanning professionals.

(a) check-out clerks             (c) store supervisors    

(b) door greeters                  (d) grocery baggers
12. The day before Carol's wedding, her bridesmaids went to see a nail technician.

(a) a professional who designs fake nails
(b) a specialist in nail diseases
(c) a person who sells nails

(d) a manicurist
13. The meteorologist said on TV that it is supposed to rain all day tomorrow.

(a) astronomer                                 (c) fortune teller

(b) television weatherman               (d) TV anchor
14. She lost her job last year and since then she's been having a thin time of it.

(a) finding it difficult without friends

(b) finding it difficult without help

(c) finding it difficult without support

(d) finding it difficult without money
15. It had been a terrible day for him and when he learned finally that he had lost his job, he simply blew his top.
(a) lost his temper 
                 (c) lost his courage
(b) lost his nerve 
                 (d) lost his respect
16. As soon as they heard the news that one of their fellow workers had been given the sack, they all downed tools.
(a) went home 
             (c) stopped talking    

(b) stopped working 
  (d) worked slowly
6. Complete the sentences with the idioms of this unit.
1. My husband's a chef, so for him time off with the family is often
 __________________________!
2. Anne has a very interesting job but she's ____________________.   Her salary is very low.
3. Ideally he'd like to find himself ____________________in New York.
4. Charlie _______________________when his boss caught him stealing.

5. The new product has proved to be a real _______________________ .
6. Anita Roddick is a __________________ in Body Shop."

7. She left the company because she was very ambitious but in a ________________.
8. She can turn her hand to anything, she's a real ______________________.
9. He was always coming late, so eventually he ____________________.

10. She kept the family together by _____________________________.

7. State which idiom can be used in the given explanations.
1. This is a product or a business unit that generates unusually high profit margins: so high that it is responsible for a large amount of a company's operating profit. This profit far exceeds the amount necessary to maintain the business, and the excess is used by the business for other purposes. The idiom is also used sarcastically by sales and business people to describe a customer or organization that has no control over its spending. Quite often the term is used to describe government departments like Foreign Aid, and Highways and Social Security, where the spending is out of proportion to the services or goods received.
2. In earlier times the cheese didn't have to be big - 'the cheese' alone was a synonym for quality. We now use cheesy to describe anything second-rate, artificial or even smelly. Going back to the 19th century the meaning was just the opposite. 'Cheese' or 'cheesy' is listed in John Camden Hotten's The Slang Dictionary, 1863 as: "Anything good, first-rate in quality, genuine, pleasant or advantageous". This idiom in the 'important person' sense comes a little later.
3. The earliest recorded versions of the phrase do not contain the second part. Indeed they are broadly positive in tone. Such person may be a master of integration, as such an individual knows enough from many learned trades and skills to be able to bring their disciplines together in a practical manner. This person is a generalist rather than a specialist. A person who is exceptional in many disciplines is known as a polymath or a "Renaissance man"; a typical example is Leonardo da Vinci. The phrase became increasingly negative in connotation during the 20th century. The 'master of none' element appears to have been added later and the expression ceased to be very flattering. Today, the phrase used in its entirety generally describes a person whose knowledge, while covering a number of areas, is superficial in all of them.
4. The idiom is first recorded in 1893 in the UK. The idea is that a busman, to go off on a holiday, would take an excursion by bus, thereby engaging in a similar activity to his work.

5. The phrase refers to someone who does almost everything. This includes household duties, taking care of an invalid spouse, running several social networks on the Web, running errands, doing correspondence, doing cooking, cleaning the kitchen, cleaning the bathroom, and...in the remaining two hours left in the day, taking a well-deserved nap.
8. Translate the following sentences into idiomatic English.
       Майк, сейчас выдающийся бизнесмен, начинал свою работу с низов карьерной лестницы. Сначала он работал в небольшой компании в качестве рядового офисного работника и получал достаточно низкую заработную плату. Вскоре он понял, что это – совершенно безнадежная работа. Чтобы обеспечивать семью, ему постоянно приходилось залазить в долги и  жить впроголодь, при этом он целый день был по уши в делах и работал как  вол. Выходные он тоже, как правило, проводил за работой. Наконец он решил сменить компанию. Будучи мастером на все руки, он быстро был замечен руководством и начал постепенно подниматься по карьерной лестнице. Через некоторое время ему удалось стать одним из крупных руководителей компании, и это была именно та работа, о которой он мечтал всю жизнь. Где хотенье, там и уменье…
9. Answer the following questions.
1. Is the proverb Where there’s a will there’s a way always true? If no, why?

2. What is plum job for you?

3. In your opinion, which of the spouses should be supposed to bring home the bacon? Give reasons to your point.
4. What is the origin of the idioms blue-collar and white-collar workers? Can you suggest any other idioms denoting jobs based on the colour of the collar?
5. What does it mean for you to work your fingers to the bone?

6. How can you comment on the origin of the idiom donkey work? 
7. Comment on the humorous background of the idiom сhief cook and bottle washer .
Test

Variant 1.
1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Магазин мобильных телефонов – это основной источник дохода компании.
2. Если ты не хочешь, чтобы тебя уволили, ты должен очень старательно работать на новой должности.

3. Должность топ-менеджера в этой туристической компании – работа моей мечты.

4. Том тоже стал работать менеджером в компании мобильной связи, он полностью пошел по стопам своего отца.
5. Наша система налогообложения – корень всех зол малого бизнеса. 
2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. If you want to set up your own business you have to be ready to be____________.
2. She wasn't able to finish the report as she was ________________with other work.
3. My husband's a chef, so for him time off with the family is often
  a ___________________!
4. My new job is terrible. The hours are terrible, I hate my co-workers, and I get__________________. I’m looking for a new job now.
5. There was no one who could __________ Alice's _________when she left, so everything came to a stop.
3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. A vacation during which one engages in activity that is similar to one's usual work. - ………………………………………………………………………………………..
2. Position that offers no opportunity for promotion, increased pay, or increased responsibility. - ………………………………………………………………………...
3. One who works in anonymity in an organization while others take on more public roles. - …………………………………………………………………………………
4. To have just enough money to live on and nothing extra. - ………………………..
5. An easy, choice job. - ………………………………………………………………
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1.to be on the dole – ………………………………………………………………….

2.to blot your copybook - …………………………………………………………… 

3.the root of all evil - ………………………………………………………………... 

4.to give smb a roasting - …………………………………………………………..

5.blood on the carpet - ………………………………………………………………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.

Variant 2.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Том - мастер на все руки, он обязательно с этим справится.

2. Хотите большой офис – пожалуйста. В нашем деле кто платит, тот и заказывает музыку.
3. Мистер Браун – просто незаменимый сотрудник. Он у  нас и швец, и жнец, и на дуде игрец.
4. Почти все мои родственники работают в офисах.

5. Он стал в новой компании с недавних пор большим босcом.
2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. My father earned very little and there were four of us kids so we ______________.
2. I was prepared to ______________________the boss's __________, so there was no disruption when he left for another job.
3. I don’t like ___________________________since then I have to pay money back.
4. If you want to achieve great results, you should ___________________________ and not to shirk from work.

5. He _____________from the lowest steps of the _______________ to its _______.

3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. Unemployed and in receipt of state benefit - ………………….…………………..
2. If something is difficult or strange for someone but it is a usual part of smb’s job - .....................................................…

3. To earn money, especially money for one's family; to be successful, especially financially successful - …………….…………………………………………………

4. Hard, boring work - ………………………………………………….……………..

5. To do something which spoils someone's opinion of you - ………………………  .
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. a cash cow- ………………………………………………………………………..

2. paid peanuts - ……………………………………………………………………..

3. blood on the carpet - ………………………………………………………………

4. blue-collar worker – ………………………………………………………………..

5. to get the sack - …………………………………………………………………….
    b. use them in the sentences of your own.
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