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Weather and Climate
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                                              Rain or Shine                                       


1. Read the following idioms/proverbs and sayings and translate them into your native language.

Idioms

1. the break of day - …………………………………………………………………

2. a breath of fresh air - ……………………………………………………………..

3. king’s (Queen’s or Royal) weather - ….…………………………………………..

4. fine weather for the ducks - ……………………………………………………….

5. rain or shine - ….…………………………………………………………………..

6. high summer - ……………………………………………………………………..

7. green winter - ….…………………………………………………………………..

8. in the dead of winter - ……………………………………………………………..

9. the convulsion of nature - …………………………………………………………

10. the course of nature - ……………………………………………………………..

11. the call of the wild - ………………………………………………………………

12. Indian (St.Luke’s) summer - ………………………………………………………

13. dog days - …………………………………………………………………………

14. scotch mist - ……………………………………………………………………….

15. It’s raining cats and dogs - …………………………………………………………

16. lay/put by a rainy day - ……………………………………………………………

17. weather-bound - ….………………………………………………………………..

18. a storm in a teacup - ……………………………………………………………….

19. a fair-weather friend - …………………………………………………………...

20. the lull before the storm - …………………………………………………………

21. to cut no ice with smb - ……………………………………………………………
22. to praise smb./smth. to the skies – ………………………………………………
23. to give smth. a whirl – …………………………………………………………….
24. (be) a shadow/ghost of one’s former self – ………………………………………..
25. to have (got) one’s head in the clouds – …………………………………………
26. to keep a weather eye open for smth. – ………………………………………….
27. to move heaven and earth to do smth. – ………………………………………….
28. to put the wind up smb. – …..…………………………………………………...
29. to give smb. hell – ………………………………………………………………….
30. (to look) like nothing on earth – …………………………………………………..
31. (to be) in a fog (about/over smth.) – ………………………………………………
32. to pluck smth. out of the air – ……………………………………………………...
Proverbs and Sayings
1. March wind and April showers  bring May flowers - …………………………….

2. A morning’s rain is like an old woman’s dance: it doesn’t last long. …………….

3. Nature abhors a vacuum - …………………………………………………………

4. Self-protection is the first law of nature - .………………………………………..

5. There is no bad weather, there are bad clothes. - …………………………………
	It’s interesting to know

     Some people believe that there is a star called the dog star which can only be seen during a hot period in the summer. This made the basis of the idiom dog days which means the hottest days of the summer.


2. Match the following definitions on the right with the appropriate idioms on the left.
	1. to cut no ice with smb

2. to praise smb./smth. to the skies

3. to give smth. a whirl

4. (be) a shadow/ghost of one’s former self

5. to have (got) one’s head in the clouds

6. to keep a weather eye open for smth.

7. to move heaven and earth to do smth.
8. to put the wind up smb.

9. to give smb. hell

10. (to look) like nothing on earth

11. (to be) in a fog (about/over smth.)

12. to pluck smth. out of the air
	a. to try (doing) something to see if it is fun or interesting;

b.praise smb./smth/ very much, admire smb./smth.;

c. (to look) ill or unattractive;

d. to make smb. feel uneasy or afraid of smth.

e. to reprimand smb. angrily; to make smb’s life hard;

f. not affect or impress smb;

g. to be unable to think in a realistic way; to be a dreamer;

h. to be confused or unaware or smth.;

i. to have much less health, power or influence than one used to have before;

j. to do everything one can in order to achieve smth.;

k. to observe smth. carefully in order to react quickly;

l. to give a quick and not accurate answer to a question without thinking about it first


3. Find idioms in the text and match them with the definitions:

      John gets up in the break of day rain or shine. He opens the window and lets a breath of fresh air in. He goes jogging in all weathers and never listens to the weather forecast or looks at the weather glass. John likes to spend high or Indian summer at the seaside. In the dead of winter he stays in the town. It it is green winter he spends much time in the open air. If it rains cats and dogs John takes his umbrella with him when he goes for a walk. He likes fine weather for ducks. Of course, he prefers royal weather but doesn’t lose his good spirits because of Scotch mist or dog days. Wildlife also attracts John. He wants to be closer to nature and feels sometimes the call of the wild. 

	1. the time early in the morning;

2. a slight movement of air;

3. rainy weather;

4. very nice weather;

5. whatever the weather is like;
	6. in the middle of winter;

7. mild winter;

8. the hottest part of summer;

9. the power the wildlife has to attract someone.

10. the end of the summer;
	11. it rains very hard;

12. a very thick fog;

13. rainy days


4. Insert the nouns in the appropriate phrases.

	air
	fog

	ice
	weather

	clouds
	heaven
	shadows
	whirl

	earth
	hell
	skies
	wind


1. You may reprimand Steven several times, but it will cut no ................................ with him. He’s more obstinate than any other child.

2. Once he ruled the corporation with an iron hand. But when he was dismissed for affairs he lost his senses in life. Now he’s a/an .......................... of his former self.

3. Judging by the way the reporter praised the English tennis player to the ........................., he must have been his great fan.

4. The recent report of how real the danger of a terrorist attack may be has put the ................................. up the country citizens.

5. I have never done a roller coaster ride. It might be enjoyable, so next time I am in the amusement park, I will give it a/an ............................ .

6. It’s rather unlikely that Hugh will work out any practical scheme. He’s got his head in the ......................... all the time. He’s more a dreamer than a realist.

7. “The price he gave for the flat seems rather exaggerated. How did he get it?”

“He must have plucked it out of the .............................., unreasonable as it is.”

8. As a security officer, you must keep a/an ........................... eye open for any sign of danger during the presidential visit.

9. When he came round in hospital , he was in a/an ............................. . He had no idea what had happened to him.

10. When the confidential files disappeared from the cabinet, we were prepared to move ..................... and earth to find them and never let the information to be leaked to the press.

11. One of the neighbours has given us .............................. for playing football in the garden although it doesn’t even belong to him.

12. We’ve been on the road for over two days. I haven’t slept well and haven’t had a shower for all this time. I must look like nothing on ................................. .

5. Choose the right variant to complete the idioms

1. I was ready to make some more investments, but it was the losses that I made on the stock exchange that took the ……………… out of my sails.

a. wind

b. breeze
c. air

d. blow

2. “Helen says she’s going to make a career as an actress in Hollywood. Is she serious about it?” “I don’t think so. She is always reaching for the ……………………. .

a. stars

b. moon
c. sun

d. galaxies

3. For his misbehaviour in the public places Ben may have to either pay a fine or do a penalty service. He’s between the devil and the deep blue …………………., for sure.

a. heaven
b. sea

c. ocean
d. sky

4. It took the police over six days to find the escaped convict, but they finally ran him to ……………… in a wooden hut high in the mountains.

a. ground
b. land

c. soil

d. grass

5. I admit I have lost her book, but I can’t see why she’s made so much fuss about it. It’s a ……………… in a teacup. This book is available in every bookshop in town.

a. downpour
b. hurricane
c. thunder
d. storm

6. Use appropriate idioms instead of underlined words and expressions.

1. They accepted the pleasure of the dawn, the bright sun, the whelming sea and sweet air.

2. The match shall take place whatever happens: wind or rain.
3. If not for rainy weather, they might have started today.

4. Because of that natural disaster thousands of people died.

7. Complete the sentences using the correct idiom.

1. It's going to get very busy on Thursday. Today and tomorrow are just ………….. .

2. I don't want to spend this extra money. I'll ……………………………………….. .

3. He's always working in his garden – …………………………………………….. .

4. I'm a bit disappointed in John and David. It turned out they were only …………… 
5. Don't worry about those two arguing. It's not important, it’s just …………………. 
6. In …………………,,,,,,,………………………………. winter gives way to spring.

7. I hope to see you soon, if I’m not ………………………………. .

8. ……………………………….. is the feeling that one must get away from cities and modern civilizations. 

9. That year he wasn’t able to go skiing because of ……………………………… .

10. It was very stuffy in the room, so he opened a window to get ………………….. . 

8. Find the appropriate proverb for the sentences below.
a. It’s natural for any species to fight for their lives in spite of all the difficulties they can meet.

b. Some unpleasant occurrences bring about better things.

c. very season is good in its own way, each person likes this or that season, it depends on his character, mood.
d. morning rains are often sudden and short
e. empty or unfilled spaces are unnatural as they go against the laws of nature and physics.
9.Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Какой бы не была погода, он неизменно каждое утро отправляется на рыбалку.
2. Хоть и говорят, что у природы нет плохой погоды, я все же не люблю ни очень жаркие дни, ни когда льет, как из ведра.

3. Я считаю, что каждому сезону – свое: зима не должна быть бесснежной, а лето холодным.

4. Это не такое уж важное дело, не надо делать из мухи слона.

5. К сожалению, все мои друзья – только тогда друзья, когда все хорошо.

6. Дэнни сказал, что не очень хорошо осведомлен насчет последнего дела мистера Смита.

7. Лиля всегда летала в облаках, она просто такой человек.

10. Answer the following questions.

1. In your opinion, what is the origin of the proverb A morning’s rain is like an old woman’s dance: it doesn’t last long?

2. What do you like more – dog days or fine weather for the ducks?

3. Have you ever felt a call of the wild? If yes, what was its expression?
4. Do you put by a rainy day?

5. Do you keep your feet on the ground or have your head in the clouds?
Test

Variant 1.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Иногда, чувствуя зов природы, мне очень хочется уехать из шумного города куда-нибудь подальше.

2. Была тихая и спокойная осень. На дворе стояла просто великолепная погода.

3. Какой бы ни была погода, мы завтра обязательно поедем на реку.

4. Прошлая зима была совершенно бесснежной.

5. Закончилась наконец жара и пришло бабье лето.

2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. Our ancestors believed hot dangogi soup consumed during _____________________________of summer helped prevent diseases from malnutrition.
2. You look ill, John. What you need is_________________________.
3. I really don’t want to have any financial problems in future,  that’s why I’m______________________ now.
4. I think it's all _____________________________- there's probably no danger to public health at all.

5. Some trouble is brewing, _________________, try to be more alert.

3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. in the middle of winter, when it is very cold and dark - …………………………….
2. to speak to someone in a very angry way, because they have done something which has annoyed or upset you - …………………………………………………………….
3. to be unaware of what is going on from fantasies or daydreams - …………………
4. to say any number and not one that is the result of careful calculation - …………..
5. dawn, early morning - ………………………………………………………………
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. (to look) like nothing on earth – …………………………………………………….

2. Nature abhors a vacuum - ……………………………………………..…………… 

3. to put the wind up smb. - …………………….………………………..…………... 

4. It’s raining cats and dogs  - …………………………………………………..……..

5. to cut no ice with smb - ………………………………………………..……………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.

Variant 2.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Я не могу доверять Мише, он друг, но только тогда, когда все хорошо.
2. Мне пока что не совсем ясно, в чуть суть этого запутанного дела.
3. Лето было в разгаре, и на улице стола неимоверная жара.

4. Он до небес превозносил деловые качества своего партнера.

5. Ты очень рискуешь, поднимая этот вопрос.
2. Fill in appropriate idioms into the gaps.
1. The children have been giving me hell all afternoon, so I'm not in a very good mood.
2. She walks around all day with her head in the clouds. She must be in love.

3. It was very quiet in the cafeteria just before the students came in for lunch. It was the lull before the storm.

4. That figure of eighty thousand pounds isn't something we've just plucked out of the air. We've done a detailed costing of the project.

5. I moved heaven and earth to get you that interview, and you didn't even bother to show up for it!
3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.
1. the hottest days of the summer - …………………………………………………..
2. a new, fresh, and imaginative approach (to something) - …………………………..
3. something that is hard to find or doesn't exist - something imagined - ……………..
4. natural disaster    - ………………………………………………………………….
5. a situation where people get very angry or worried about something that is not important - ……………………………………………………………………………..
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. (to be) in a fog (about/over smth.) – ……………………………………….……….

2. There is no bad weather, there are bad clothes.- …………………………………… 

3. green winter - …………………….……………..……………………..……….…... 

4. the call of the wild - ……………………………………..…………………………..

5. to give smth. a whirl - ……………………………………..…………..……………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.
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